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LETTER PROM MADAME D F tO 



J'ai tant de plaisir k.recevoir de vos nouvelles, chere 
•, que je veux me le procurer, en d6pit des cousins 



qui m'ont presque &te le moyen de vous en remercier, 
en aliment mes mains par leurpiquer: elles sont si veni- 
meuses, que je me sers avec difficult^ de mes doigts. 
Jugez, d^aprfes cet eflfort, si j'attache du prix ^ votre cor- 
respondence. Cependant, tout agreable pu'elle est pour 
moi, elle pourroit le d^venir encore davantage, si elle 
parvenoit h nous rapprocher pour l^hiver, quoique mes 
plans ne soient point arr6tes, et que j'en forme plusieurs 
qui devrois 6tre sanctionn6es- par mon mari h son retour. 
Neanmoins j'aimerois connoitre les v8tres, et savoir si 
vous dirigez vos pas sur la France, FItalie, ou la Gr^ce, 
On dit que la Princesse de Galle y va: elle a 6crit k 
Lord Exmoutte, pour lui demander un vaisseau sur 
lequel elle desireroit s'embarquer, encore une fois, pour 
revisiter les Isles Ioni^nnes,d'oi^ elle iroit passer I'hiver 
k Ath^nes, et le printemps k Constantinople. J'ai appris 
derni^rment des choses par rapport k cette pauvre Prin- 
cesse, qui m'a fait bien du chagrin. Elle a affroniS bien 
des gens ici; tout ce qu'elle fait paroit roal entendu; tout 
le contraire de ce qui me semble bien pour elle de faire. 
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N'a-t'elle pas une amie au monde qui pourroit lui donner 
des bons conseils? Elle m'interessoit tr^s fort: elle a 
parle avec tant de sentiment, par rapport k la mort de sa 
fille Princesse Charlotte, qu'elle m'a vivement touch6. 
Neanmoins ceux qui la connoissent intimement m'ont 
assure que cette evcnement ne lui a pas fait souflfrir si 
am^rement, et il m'ont dit qu'elle a le coeur leg^re et 
I'esprit frivole. Est-il possible qu'elle m'ait tronipe de 
cette fa^on k la croire tout ce qu'il y a de plus aimable 
et sincere? Elle a beaucoup de charme dans ses ma- 
ni^res, et il me paroit cruelle dans ces dames Angloises 
dc I'avoir tous abandonnds. Mais on ne doit pas juger 
k la h^te de la conduite d'autrui, et il se pent que ces 
dimes avoient des bonnes raisons pour quitter le service 
de son Altesse Royale, Comme Lady Charlotte Lind- 
say est petillante d'esprit! et sa bonhommie la rend une 
des plus attrayanlespersonnagesque j'ai rencontr6e pour 
longtemps. La Princesse paraissoit lui elre bien attach^e; 
elle doit etre une grand perte pour elle. Je me suis 
trouv6e k un diner hier, auquel j'aurois bien voulu vous 
voir, pour partager le plaisir qui m'a fait un improvisa- 
teur c61^bre, arriv6 de Rome dernierement. Lady Dal- 
rymple m'a fait faire la connoissance de quelques dames 
de Gfenes, entr'autres celle de Madame Pallavicini, chez 
qui j'ai fet6 invit6e pour entendre ce pofeie. II a chante 
d'abord la mort de Petrarch; ensuite on lui a donn6 Iq 
sujet de Coriolane, et puis celui d'H61oise sur la tombe 
d'Abelard. Les Messieurs, fatiguees du tragique, et 
voulant egayer la Society par une poesie moins triste, 
out demande des vers sur la dur6e du bonheur conjugal. 
Donner un sujet pareil devant vingt femmes, etoit bien 
indiscret; cependant Monsieur Fidanza s'en est tir6 k 
merveille, commengant avec la description du Honty^ 
moon; mais, selon mes id6es, ce n'6toit pas bien de lui 
avoir nomm6 un tel sujet, et son langage etoit trop 
Italienne pour plaire k des oreilles du Nord. La fin m'a 
moins scandal isee: j'y ai trouvfee des belles pensees, et 
une tournure ingenieuse, fine, et delicate. Tout la 
soirde fut charmante, et n'a k\k empoisonnde pour moi, 
que par le regret de ne pouvoir partager avec vous cet 
amusemeDt. Savez-vous que TAboukir a 6t6 oblige 
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d'aller k Malte chercher voire ambassadeur, qui revenoit 
i\t Constantinople, et qui s'embarque sur ce vaisseau 
pour aller en Angleterre? I^ady Glenbervie a perdu 
cette bonne occasion de retourner dans ses foyers. J'en 
suisvraiment troubl6e pour elle. Bon jour, chfere. — 
Avez-vous eu assez de mon bavardage? J'oubliois de 
vous feliciter sur les brillans succ^ de vos armdes; I'im- 
mortel Wellington s'est acquis des droits k la reconnois- 
sance de toute personne bien pensanf 

I was very glad to receive the foregoing letter, for 

Madame D is a most amiable person, and I feel a 

great interest in her fale, which is not so happy a one as 
she deserves. Her husband makes no secret of his 
having another attachment to some lady in Russia, and 
he onee told me that he was so miserable at being obliged 
to remain away from his country, that he walked only a 
certain distance every day for health, and never lifted 
his eyes from the ground. 

I dined iile-^ieie with Lady C. L : she is very 

amusing, but her mind is in a sad state of bewilderment, 
and I fear it is likely to grow worse instead of better. 
She ought to be placed under the care of some kind and 
judicious person, before she requires more restraint. 
She clings, poor soul, to any one who is gentle and 
affectionate towards her; and she has fastened upon me, 
which is troublesome, as she very frequently forces her* 
self upon me when I have not time to devote to hen 
She writes poetry with great talent, and she entertained 
me all the evening we passed together, by reciting many 
of her compositions. She appears to have a strong affec* 
tion (pr her husband, but, as he is careless of her, her 
disposition, which is naturally uimanit^ leads her to 
attach herself to others. Amongst various verses, which 
she insisted on my accepting, she gave me the following 
lines, which she said she had written, as supposing them 
to be spoken by the Duchess of D- 

WINT£R AMUSEMSNTa 

Spring, Sarmner, and Autamn had onc6 a dispote, 
Which leaaoii.aiDeiip them waf motl ia repute. 

I* 
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Sprinff hngg'd of her nightingales singing all night. 

And her lambkins that skipt about soon as 'twas light* 

Old Summer grew warm, and said *twas enough — 

That too oflen he*d heard sach common- place stuffy 

That to him the bright sun, all in splendour arising, 

Was an object by far more sublime and surprising. 

** All your pleasures,** quoth Autumn, ** are nothing to mine; 

My fruits are ambrosia, and nectar my wine.*' 

'Twas thus that these three were by turns holding forth, 

When rough winds thus roar*d from the bleak frosty north: 

** Not one of you thinks Winter merits reward. 

Or that Winter amusements are worthy regard. 

You, Spring, brag of nightingales giving dcliffbt, 

Hav*n*t I fiddlers, like them, that can warble all night? 

You talk, too, of lambkins that prettily skip it; 

Don*t my misses at Almack*s as merrily trip it? 

Then, good Summer, your sun never shines but he scorches; 

Tis not so with my chandeliers, flambeaux, and torches. 

Nay, they're better than sunshine, as some sages say. 

For they light us by night, as well as by day. 

For you. Autumn, your time in high flavours you waste, 

As if you alone monopolised taste. 

Alas! in a riband of mine, or a feather. 

There's more taste than in all yonr fine fruits put together. 

Add to this, I've ridottos, plays, operas, drums. 

And assemblies quite private, where all the world comes. 

I've fine ladies, that bring me the bon.ton from France, 

And gentlemen grown, that are learning to dance. 

All time with the gay but the Winter is lost, 

As a Dutchman is never alive but in frost. 

Besides, my dear Seasons, I'd have you remember, 

We'fm now got as fiir as the month of December. 

That you. Spring and Summer, are both run away; 

That you. Autumn, won't venture much longer to stay; 

You can't then but own, if you hearken to reason. 

No arousomonts but mine arc at present in season." 

Lady C. L told me she wrote the above on t 

occasion of the Duchess saying she never wished to s 
more of the country than was comprised in the Pai 
in London; that Chiswick even was too far rcmov 
from the metropolis; and that when people complain 
of the latter place being dull, she always replied^ ^<Lc 
don is good enough for me at ail times/' 

March 2d. — To my great surprise, I received a let 
from the Princess of Wales, giving me a commission 

execute, which is to inform Lady , " Que j'ai dor 

Tordre positive d'arranger mes affaires pecuniaires. 
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u'elle trouvera sa pension cbez Monsieur ; et aussi 

ssure la au reste que je s^ai en tous temps son amie 
nen sincere/' 

" It is better thus, dear ; I will not expreit to 

Lady any disappointment at her having forsaken 

me, though to you I will confess I was much hurt at 
her for so doing. N'importe! Ma vie s'fecoule lente- 
ment mais surement, et il y aura fin un de ces jours.'' 

«Dear ^ I may hope for some happiness in another 

world, auquel je ne m'attends plus dans celui-ci. 

" I was glad to hear from Mr. North that you were 
well. Pardon my troubling you with this letter, but I 

do not like myself to address Lady , as that would 

fenouveler an intercourse which I do not wish for to 
happen. 

^ William, who knows I am writing to you, begs me 
to remember him to your recollection; he always speaks 
of you with the greatest regard, as being so kind to him 
at Kensington. 

"Adieu, ma chfere! croyez-moi toujours votre tris 
sincere amie, " C. P." 

I was much touched by this letter; it was evidently 
ivritten at a moment of great depression, and when the 
poor Princess felt to the uttermost the lonelineai of her 

ate. She wrongs Lady , however, in condemning 

ler for having quitted her service: it was from no dis- 
*espect or want of attachment to her Royal Highness 

personally; but Lady had other and stronger 

claims upon her, which rendered it absolutely necessary 
or her to resign her situation in the Princess's house* 
lold. 

I communicated the foregoing letter to Lady , 

md advised her to lose no time in applying to Mr. 

br the payment of the salary due to her; since, if she 
lelays to do so, the money the Princess had appointed 
or that purpose might be applied to the liquidation of 
K>me other debt, as I well know her Royal Highness is 
n the utmost distress respecting money matters. These 
lorrible foreign servants have been cheating her in every 
^ay. I was told that several trades-people at Milan had 
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refused to send in goods on her account, if only ordered 
by the Comte Hector Von Der Ott, as Sir W. Gell calli 
him; and that, in consequence, the Princess had given 
an order for them to obey this person's commands tp 
any amount. It is pitiable to think of her being in the 
hands of such dishonest servants; and were 1 not aware 
of the utter uselessness of giving her any counsel, I 
would, in my reply, venture to tell her Royal Highness 
the opinion generally entertained of her establishment; 
but it would produce no good effect. Perhaps the will 
at last become convinced of their rapacity; but then I 
fear it may not be till it is too late. Therefore, although 
the poor King's death, it is apprehended, will make a 
great commotion, yet that event is the only one likely 
to induce the Princess to dismiss her present household^ 
and return to England: for I think with Sir W. Gell 
that she has still sufficient energy left to make her en- 
deavour to maintain her position in this country. 1 was 
told to-day, on good authority, that the Regent dreadi 
her coming back to England, and is devising all sorts 
of manoeuvres to prevent her doing so. People are be* 
coming inquisitive about the Milan commission, and 
murmur very loudly against the continuation of these 
secret proceedings against her. I heard that Lord 
Y h, the Prince's dear friend^ let out all his mas- 
ter's intentions on this score, and declared that what the 
Regent wished was, to persuade the Princess to accept a 
large income, and to resign all pretension to queenly 
dignities, and to promise never to set her foot in any 
part of these dominions. This report tallies with what 
Sir W. Gell had heard; but then I was informed further- 
more, that if she is restive, and determined to maintain 
her rights to the throne, the Prince will do all in his 
power to bring her to a trial. His ministers are much 
averse to this measure, it is said, knowing that it will be 
a most dangerous one to themselves, the Prince, and tha 
country. But upon my asking if it were possible that 
he had the means to attempt such a scheme, my in- 
formant shook his head and replied, <( The Princess has 
been most imprudent since she left England, and she 
has now for some time past shut her doors against all the 
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clnglish who waited upon her. Of course this circum- 
stance will be laid hold of, and jji^o\)\e will augur ill from 
this strict seclusioi), and imagine the Princess does not 
choose any person to see the footing on which she lives 
with these Italian people. What reply could I make to 
Buch a remark? what reply eould any of her friends 
roake, except that it is a pity — that they are sorry — and 
that, as all those do who have lived intimately with the 
Princess of Wales, they must know that she often gave 
occasion for animadversion on her conduct by the im- 
prudence of her manners and conversation, when she did 
not deserve censure of a deeper dj^e, and that 1 imagined 
the reason of her denying herself to English visiters 
arose from the prejudice which she had imbibed against 
their country people, and that she wished to avoid hear- 
ing them recalled to her recollection, as she conceived 
herself to have been ill treated by many of their nation. 
When I observed that the Princess had mentioned to me 

having seen Mr. N lately, my informant replied, 

**0h! his presence will not do her much good — he is 

reckoned a very gay man/^ i» Mr. N gay?^' I 

repeated with astonishment. " It is even so," was the 
reply; "extraordinary as it may appear, he is a great 
heartslaj'er." He is certainly very agreeable in conver- 
sation, but most unprepossessing in his appearance; and 
so dirty in his toilette, that it is not to be believed any 
gentleman should be so careless in his dress. Only 
imagine what he is well known to have declared to 
several persons, that he " never travelled so comfortably 
as he did in going to Rome on one occasion, when he 
never stopped to change his habiliments during the whole 
journey." I could not help laughing at this anecdote; 
but my friend appeared to have a prejudice against Mr. 

N , so I did not give credence to his information on 

the subject. 

Lord Fife called on me. He is become much more 
agreeable than he used to be formerly; for he talks much 
more, and has not acquired any finery by having become 
a great man. He has a Spanish gentleman with him at 
present^ who, he informed me, sings delightfully. Lord 
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F. is supposed to be very extravagant, and it is said his 
great fortune will soon be exhausted. 

Lady P is quite an anti-princess^ and says she 

knows to a certainty of a daughter she had at Durham. 
She iriformed me that there is a book advertised , called 
" Perjury and something else refuted," by her Royal 
Highness the Princess of Wales, at full length. I hope 
this also is an invention; for it is beneath her Majesty 
to publish a book about herself; and yet I am told no- 
boay can dare to advertise a book in anybody's name 
without their permission. However, I intend to obtain 
this book, which I believe to be an imposition, and that 
I may contradict the blockheads who will believe any 
catchpenny, as if they supposed the Princess really wrote 
" The Spirit of the Book." The only reason I have for 
fearing this new production may be sanctioned by the 
Princess, or at least that she has permitted her name to 
appear as the author, is, that she has been tempted per- 
haps by the offer of money, which, as she is much an- 
noyed on that score, may have led her to do this or 
many other foolish things. 

I happened to open Madame De Stael's ^llemagnt^ 
and passed the whole night in reading that delightful 
work over again. The great charm in all her writings 
is, that that they are her own thoughts, set down with 
all the force of home-felt truthVand any person who has 
had the gratification of living in intimacy with this cele- 
brated woman, must be aware that in reading her works 
they are holding conversation, as it were, with herself. 
I heard the other day that she is about to marry her 
pretty daughter to the Due de Broglie. It is an alliance 
which pleases her, I hear, in every way; which I am very 
glad to learn. Mdlle. De Stael appeared to me exceed- 
ingly amiable and fascinating, but far inferior to her 
mother in point of intellect. She may not be the less a 
happy woman — nay, perhaps that inferiority may con- 
duce to her happiness; and being the daughter of so clever 
a person is fame sufficient, without desiring to gain cele- 
brity in her own person. It appeared to me that Mdlle. 
De Stael had more tenderness of disposition than her 
mother, but less ardour in her feelings — less enthusiasm; 
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id therefore she is more likely to be a happy woman 
lan Madame De Stael. But it always surprised me to 
ie how the latter, who is so romantic in her nature, 
ras anxious to make her daughter form an alliance of 
iterest, without reference to the choice of her heart. 
t is curious to observe, how often those who are them- 
elves the most unworldly and disinterested, seek to 
ender others who are under their influence the very 
everse. I suppose this proceeds from self-experience, 
vhich has taught them the insufficiency of youthful 
ireference^ to procure happiness in marriage, when 
unattended by those prudential considerations without 
vhleh there can be no lasting comfort. 



March 3rd. 

I HAD the pleasure of receiving a letter from Miss 
V . 

My Dear — — . 

Your letters are welcome as flowers in May, and re- 
'reshing as the morning dew, but trust me their effects 
ire not so transient; though the soil that receives them 
s too sterile to yield any return save the poor tribute of 
latitude. You seem so much interested with the trans- 
ation of <« Pastor Fido" that 1 shall take the liberty of 
sending it to you, that yau may judge of its merits: not 
being skilled in the Italian tongue I cannot possibly 
give an opinion of it as a translation. As anything 
^Ise, I do not like it, nor ever liked pastorals or pastoral 
tvriting, even of the first order, further than as vehicles 
for fine poetry; and then the poetry would have pleased 
me better had it spoken for itself, than from the mouth 
>f a creature to me so unconceivable as a shepherd or 
jhepherdess, whose chief, or rather onli/j characteristics 
ire innocence and simplicity. I am sorry to say they 
ire but too apt to be insipid and uninteresting to those 
who merely read about them; as one sees many a face 
Kvhich, though pretty in life, would soon cease to please 
in a picture, while others possessed of far less beauty 
jftcn form more interesting portraits. In short, they 
ire creatures that never will have, nor ever had, an ex- 
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istence, and yet, unlike all other fictitious creatai ^^ 
there is no fancy displayed in them; they are, one m^ 
all of them, tender, lore-sick, or frantic amorous an'- 
mals, as ignorant as savages, and, at the same time, ^ 
refined as courtiers. It may be owing to some def€<i^ 
in my mind that I really never yet knew an interesting 
pastoral character, or cared a straw whether they hangei 
themselves upon the first willow, or drowned themselfd 
in the neighbouring brook. 1 can enter into the delights f ^^ 
of Homer's gods, and follow to their darkest recessei 
Milton's devils, and delight in the absurdities andextn-l^i^ 
vagances of Shakspeare's men and women, but I never 
could sympathize in the sufierings of even Virgil's shep* 
herd swains. 

You say you wish yourself back again in the solitude h 
of Dovenest; but 1 do not wish you there; since, ia |tk 
spite of all that has been advanced in favour of solitude, 
it seems to me a dangerous situation for an active mind 
and ardent imagination. Seclusion for a while is but a 
necessary indulgence, since it is beneath the soft wing 
of retirement that grief seeks to shelter itself from the 1^ 
rude gaze of the world. Amid the tumults of life it 
might be extinguished, but in retirement it is sure to be 
stilled into peace. However, there is a point at which 
stillness ends and stagnation succeeds, and what was a 
refreshing sleep sinks into a lethargic stupor. I do not 
presume to say this would ever have been your case; 
but it seems^to me a danger that awaits more especially 
a reQned taste and a wounded heart, when left too long 
to their own operations* What some one calls a "/fll 
mintlf^' may doze away its days without danger, either 
in the world or out of it; it runs no risk of having Its 
notions too refined, or its ideas becoming too highly 
elevated. Mere bodily blessings are all it requires, and, 
provided such persons can eat, drink, and have their 
being, they seek not the gifts of the spirit, or the inter- 
course of friendship. In short, 1 agree with (I forget 
who) that says, " To spend one's days in solitude one 
must be either above or below humanity." But this is 
a theme far beyond me, and I'm afraid you will think 
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L*- me very presumptuous in having so long molested you 
5 with the wanderings of my foolish fancy. 

My pen, which is my only tonguQ, goes faster than 

ffly JittJe slow-footed judgment. If I conld bear to write 

' a letter over again, I should be tempted to do sa on the 

pesent occasion; but indolence often makes me reck- 

feas of reputation, and I must therefore throw myself 

Aod all my failings on your mercy. 

You bid me tell you what I read; and, in obedience 
to your commands, I confess myself to be at present 
Under a course of hislorical physicj which ought to 
have been administered to me in my youth, awd for want 
of which I have grown up under many infirmities. 'Tis 
rather late indeed to be only laying the foundation, when 
the superstructure ought to have been completed; but, 
IS I am not very aspiring, nor ever expect to raise mine 
irery high, I shall be content if it only serves to shelter 
me from absolute ignorance. I am therefore labouring 
bard amongst the ruins of antiquity, though even amidst 
their profound recesses I sometimes have a little of the 
dust of modern rubbish thrown into my eyes. The 
truth is, in a town it is very difficult to refrain from fol- 
lowing the multitude in their pursuits of literature. One 
is so baited with new books that one is forced to take 
them up in self-defence; for who would dare to drag 
forth a huge musty volume of Roman antiquities, in pre- 
ference to an elegant little epitome of modern biogra- 
phy? Do not laugh at me, pray, or suppose that, 
^^ sheathed in erudition," P^i << plunged to the hilt in 
venerable tomes;" for I am a very suckling in know- 
ledge, and should certainly not have presumed to enter- 
tain you with a display of my ignorance, had you not 
desired it. When my day's task is at an end, I keep 
my nightly vigils with Young, whose Night Thoughts 
I do think, next to Milton's,, the most sublime poem in 
the English language. I ^now 'tis accounted gloomy, 
and for those who love an eternal glare of sunshine it 
may be so; but for such as seek the shade 'tis only a re- 
freshing repose. Have you read it of late years? 1 am 
reading on Sundays " Morehead's Discourses on the 
Principle of Religious Belief," which are greatly ad- 
VoL. 11.— 2 
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mired, though I cannot say I think there is either muck 
strength or novehy in them. Jt seems to me as if he 
had taken some of the most striking passages in Scrip- 
ture, and beat thevi oiti, sind worked them up, as act/;i- 
ning artificer does a bit of pure gold. 

But to return to "Pastor Fido," with whom I have 
not yet finished, — I must tell you, that though 1 (what 
a great authority!) do not take pleasure in this said trans- 
lation of the " Pastor Fido" of Guarino, many of the 
wise folks here admire it beyond measure. Walter 
Scott and Wilson are of these, and therefore there must 
be sometMng worthy to excite the commendations of 
such men as they are, though I cannot discover its beau- 
ties. 1 suppose it is for the reason I already mentioned, 
that to me there is nothing so insupportable as a pastoral 
life. The shepherds and shepherdesses are always sim- 
pletons and viragoes, and that rule is faithfully adhered 
to in this instance, with the addition of an %drcadian 
nymph in a wig! 

But what do I see? two sheets of fine white paper 
blotted with my scrawl, and the matter not better than 
the penmanship. Will you ever forgive me for impos- 
ing such an endless epistle upon your patience? All I 
will add is, that I delight in your letters, and (strange 
confession for such a bookworm as I have made myself 
appear!) I take especial pleasure in all the gossip and 
news of the gay world, more particularly when narrated 
by your graphic pen, which sets all the people's por- 
traits before me. Your favourite C has taken up 

his abode here, but he will not condescend to mix much 
with the people of this town. He is quUe out of his 
element in this northern city, where there is little to be 
seen of the sort of society he prefers. But 1 agree with 
you in thinking his genius unique; and, if I did not 
stand in such av^e of him, should delight in his com- 
pany; but he has a tongue sharper than a two-edged 
sword. Have you not discovered this? 

Adieu, my dear , I am ever yours, &c.. 






I received a visit from Miss Knight. Her presence 
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^called Kensington and the poor Princess te my mind, 
the conversed with sense and kindliness on those topics, 
ut her exceeding prudence always restrains the expres- 
lon of her feelings, and she appeared averse to dwelling 
m the subject. The only remark she made which struck 
ne as singular was, that, in speaking of the King's ill- 
less and probable decease, she said, she conceived it 
ivould be a fortunate event for the country. Miss 
Cnight has a very refined mind, and takes delight in 
5very subject connected with literature and the arts. 
She is exceedingly well read, and has an excellent judg- 
ment in these matters. Being lately arrived ff^m Rome, 
Miss Knight spoke with enthusiasm of the interest at- 
tached to that classic city. She was intimate with Car- 
dinal Gonsalvi, and has a high opinion of his character 
and talents. She said he was more free from vulgar 
prejudices on reliu;ious topics than any Roman Catholic 
with whom she had ever been acquainted, and that his 
benevolence and unaffected piety are admirable. When 

[ alluded to the Duchess of D 's influence o^er him, 

Miss Knight seemed to consider that it was an erroneous 
idea to suppose he was under her sway, or any other 
[>erson's, for that he was particularly independent in all 
lis opinions. She said the Pope was a most amiable 
man, but not so clever or decided a character as the Car- 
dinal. 1 was much amused by her description of a visit 
paid by a lady to the Princess Pauline, who received 
fier guest with all the form of a royal personage. Her 
conversation was chiefly about the English people, and 
»he observed that all the English gentlemen who had 
3ver seen her were in love with her — said she never saw 
I person wh% appeared to her half so conceited or vain 
IS this lady. In speaking of Cinova's statue of herself, 
%he said, '* Ca ne me flatte pas." 

Lady W— ; — was at Rome at the time Miss Knight 
resided there, and she was giving tableaux and private 
theatricals, which, she said, were very well got up. I 
illuded once to the poor Princess Charlotte's death, but 
Miss Knight only replied, " Ah, that was a melancholy 
jvent!'* and passed on to other subjects. She did not 
impress me with the idea of lamenting the Princess so 
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much as I should have supposed she would have dona 
But perhaps she may, in reality, mourn her nDelancholy foi 
fate, and that she only forbears speakinf^^ of her least she 
should say too much. Certainly Mins Knight was yerf 
ill used by the Queen and the .Reg^ent, and I do not )^3 
think Princess Charlotte liked, although she esteemed 
her. Miss Knight was not sufficiently gay, or of a style i 
of character suited to her Royal Highne^is. 

Mr. L — 1 the painter visited me. He is a conversibl^ 
modest person, with just the sort of manners suited to 
his station, and all the varied lore which his profession 
supplies to render him an agreeable member of society. 
How refreshing it is, even in the busy vortex of the gay 
world, to find some persons who still soar above it, and 
who indulge, with high, unspoiled tastes, in all the 
elegancies of mental pursuit! 

I called at Mrs. 's. She is just the same person 

that she ever was — a great contrast in character to my 
little artist friend; for she is busy perpetually with this 
world, and always on the look-out for the high places of 
the earth, longing to attain unto them, and courting 
those who have already gained them. Yet this pursuit 
after worldly influence and worldly aggrandizement doei 
not appear to afford her happiness; for she is always 
grumbling, and speaking in a mysterious manner of her 
misery. She said to me, << I shall see how things are— 
if they go on pleasantly perhaps I shall remain all the 
winter in London — otherwise I shall go abroad again." 

I conclude ^^ things^^ mean H and his humours 

Poor Mrs. ! 'tis a lonely life after all, and harsh; 

but it has yet some charms — liberty and independence. 
Her wisest way would be to dwell on these advantages 
alone; and to push the d6sagr6mens into the background. 

Madame came in whilst 1 was with Mrs. - , 

a plain-looking little personage, speaking a sort of 6e^ 
man French, with a clever, intelligent countenance, and 
soft eyes, that are not without charm. I am very partial | 
to foreigners, and very apt to think them more fascinat- 
ing than my own country people. When she left, Mrs 

— — told me a curious history of Madame . Sh( 

was the wife of a dragoman at Constantinople; her hus* 
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band died, or was killed; the revolution came, and left 
her in a fine house, indeed, but literally without one 
shilling to support herself. She determined tb make 
the best of her situation, like a wise vvoman, and imme- 
diately conceived the idea of letting her house to lodgers, 
which she did; and the first person who took it was the 
father of her husband, on whom her fascinations soon 
made an impression, and she succeeded in becoming his 
wife. 

At Miss 's, in the evening, I met a very curious 

person; his profession is that of landscape painter and 
teacher, but his whole mind and soul seems given to 
astrology. He talks of this subject not as a superstitious 
folly, but as a deep science, given to man to guide him- 
self and his concerns by the stars. 1 never would con- 
demn as a folly that which 1 have not proved to be sp; 
neither would I readily give belief to what I have not 
examined into, and probably never shall examine into; 
but certainly Mr. V 's manner of treating this sub- 
ject was very extraordinary, and his keen enthusiasm 
extremely amusing. •, 

Miss P — r, the authoress, was also there: she has 
gentle manners, and an amiable expression of counte- 
nance. I never saw a countenance more replete with 
sweetness, and I believe her character assimilates to the 
impression her personal appearance conveys, and that she 
is a most estimable person in private life, and " The soul 
keeps the promise we had from the face." 

March Ath. — Lawrence had invited me to visit his 
studio, so I went with Lady W — . The portrait 1 liked 
most was one of Lady Melbourne, which was very like 
her, and less gaudy than the other pictures hanging in 
his room. Lady W — d made many shrewd remarks on 
them, some of which were not pleasing to the artist, and 
I felt awkward, but it is impossible to prevent her say- 
ing anything which comes into her head; and she re- 
mained there till I was completely tired, and I am sure 
so was Lawrence. He offered to show me some day his 
collection of drawings by the ancient masters, which are 

2* 
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flud to be splendid. He is alwajs polite and coarteoui 
to me, yel I never can penoade myaelf to like him. 

Ijidj W — called cm Ladj H — j and insisted on 
makiiii; me accompany her, thoa^ I told her I was not 
intimate with her, and stood ratho* in awe of her stately 
manners. Lady W — would not be persuaded that I 
had rather not have accompanied her, so I was forced to 
comply with her wishes, and was agreeably surprised to 
find Lady H — much less formal than I had ever seen 
her. I should have supposed Lady \V^-d was the last 
person who would have suited her, tnit she appeared on 
the contrary extremely partial to her, and the visit was, 
as it usually is by L^dy W — , prolonged till candles 
were brought Lady H — talked a great deal upon 
dress, and had several new hats and caps brought down 
by her maid to show us. This confirmed what 1 had 
heard of her love for the toilette. At last. Lady W — 's 
eye glanced by accident to the clock, and, starling up 
with extreme surprise when she discovered the hour, we 
took our departure. Lady VV — extolled Lady H — af- 
terwards to me, up to the skies, and said she esteemed 
her first of all those who had ever had influence over the 
Regent; that she considered her more upright and more 
disinterested even than Mrs. Fitzherbert << Ah!" said 

J^dy W — , *< Mrs. was the wicked one; she was 

indeed a dangerous woman to have an ascendancy over 
the Prince, for she would have sacrificed any person or 
anything to attain her ends." 

Lady W — then went on to tell me a story related 
of this lady, which, as nearly as I can remember it, 
was as follows: — Twelve gentlemen were dining to- 
gether, and after dinner, in speaking of different ladies, 
each one said he knew a woman whom he considered 
the most wicked person he had ever heard of, or even 
read of in any book. The curiosity being excited of 
every individual present, each person declaring that ht 
was acquainted with one such lady, they all agreed to 
write her name on slips of paper, and to put them into a 
hat, and that each one should draw the pieces put in. 
Acoordingly, said Lady W — , they did so, and on every 
one was written the name of the same individual. They 
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ive exceedingly shocked, added she, and all agreed to 
sep the matter secret; it was not known for many 
aursy I believe, until one of the party present told it, 
id It got vind. 

« Ah!" I replied, « t&t ou tard tout se sgait." " Very 
ue,'' replied Lady W — , <« yet, like all truths, it is ut- 
trly disregarded, and people act and speak as if they 
ever anticipated that their sayings and doings would be 
nown/* 

In the evening I had the pleasure of meeting Catalini 
t Sir W. F — *s at dinner. She has very fascinating and 
naffected manners, quite unlike a professional person in 
er whole deportment, very lady-like and self- possessed, 
nthout being conceited. Her voice is much pl^asanter 
a a room than it is in the theatres, and it is most melli- 
luous when subdued in its tones; she is altogether a 
ovely and bewitching syren. All the gentlemen of the 
larty were in love with her, and paid her the greatest 
lomage; but she does not appear to me to have a particle 
•f coquetry, and there is a great naiVet6 in all she says. 
was told that her virtues and exemplary conduct as a 
irife and mother are equal to her talents; she appeared, 
rom what she said to me, pleased with England and the 

Snglish in general; but in speaking of Lady and 

diss , she did not appear to be so partial to them, 

nd called them << the stocking blue." 

March 5th, — I was glad to receive a letter from my 

riend Lady ; she writes with all the enthusiasm of 

ler nature, on the beauties of the country through which 
he has been travellisg. The style of her letters is care- 
ess and rambling^ but so entirely unaffected and genu- 
nely sincere, that I always take delight in receiving 
hem. She dates from Milan, an<^ says^ — 

"Thus much further safe, dear , and well, and 

veil pleased in all, except in being so far from you. 
Svery now and then that thought comes painfully across 
ny mind; but one cannot reconcile all things, and I 
lope you will 4)e tempted once more to come to the 
lontinent. I know your destination in that case lies 
vide of Florence; but yet I think I could contrive to 
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make it answer my purpose also. Well, so much 
hope, now for fact. 1 left Lausanne with — a J 
night since. The road over the Simplon itf certii 
one of the grandest works of man, amid the giVtt 
works of nature. It is the finest road, the gentlest 
aent, over the most rugged and highest mountains, 
sun shone brilliantly, and the masses of light and sha< 
were grand beyond all description. I can only say, 
sort of mental excitement the scene occasioned is ph 
cally fatiguing. Strange to say, at the Simplon Inn, 
enjoyed the best dinner I ever ate. The house is 1 
by French people; the man is a cook, and 1 dp as: 
you a first rate artist; his cuisine vvould astonish L 
Sefton) and all the gourmands in Christendom. ] 
not true that the road is suffered to go to decay as 
as Yselle; that is, as far as the government of the ^ 
lais extends; it is [pipossible for any thing to be in 
ter order, and 1 am told their Government lay out fift 
thousand francs upon it every year; — no small sum 
so poor and so wild a country. From Yselle, indi 
the matter changes, and the shabby pigmy King of f 
dinia is seen in his works, or rather no works. 

" 1 thought of you often as we journeyed along, 
of the jusi admiration which you would experience 
passing this imperial road. The bridges, the pa 
through the rocks, the good taste in which the whol 
executed — greatness — simplicity — power — these are 
characteristics of this wonderful work. From Ys 
till within two or three miles of D'uomo Dossola, 
wildness of the mountain scene, its fierce and sav 
beaut; , is at the highest. Then, as if a magician's w 
had effected the change, Spanish chestnuts of h 
growth, vines, and cultivation burst at once upon 
eye; the buildingSy the people, all are changed, 
Italy breathes arouncT; but not till you reach the L 
Maggiore is this fully felt. Then indeed the softe 
beauty of the landscape, with all its wonders and all 
balm, give perfect assurance of the land of prom 
The rest of the road (the lake once passed) is as flat 
well cultivated, and as rich as that from Hyde F 
Comer to East Sheen. 
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<* A greftt religious ceremony takes place to*dty in 
ay. dear cathedral, which I regret, for I had promised 
Ayseir some hours of enjoyment in walking about it in 

Eielsde, enjoying its own impressive grandeur, and no 
immery to mar the effect. In consequence of this 
itiyal, there is no opera to-night. The brilliancy of 
Siis town, its gay equipages, and handsome, weil*dressed 
Bremen, above all, the pleasant times 1 have passed here, 
Xiake me lament that my stay now is to be so brief. 
Like you, I am fond of that which 1 know well, and 
^abit confirms liking with me, even in my affection for 
localities. I intend to propose paying my respects to 
-he Princess, and if she receives me, I will give you a 
Tull account of all I see or hear of Her Royal Highness. 
I will write to you from Florence. 

" Believe me, yours, &c." 

1 went in the evening to Lady E . Her parties 

consist chiefly of card-players, but there is a sprinkling 
rf persons who converse, and it appears to me to be ra- 
ther a pfeasant house. Lady E herself is ladylike, 

md does the honours of her house well. I sat beside 
Prince Cimitelli all the evening. He is accounted 
clever, but, like many people with such a reputation, he 
is a dull, heavy person in conversation. He told me 

Lady E 's history. She parted from Lord E 

nominally on the score of incompatibilili d^hiimtur; 
«*but," said the Prince in his broken English, " Dat 
was not de reason;" and he smiled significantly as he 
added, "Milord like some other person.'' 

March 6th, — 1 received another letter from Mrs. 



" Dear . — Mj^ consternation at hearing you had 

again become a denizen of England could only be 
equalled by my anxiety to know how you bide the pelt- 
ing of these pitiless storms. But though my ears are 
always open to everything regarding you, all 1 have 
been able to gather is that nobody has heard of your 
being ill. But that is not enough to satisfy me, who 
desire so much that you should be perfectly well. One 



M DIART OF THE TIMES OF 

hears of new patents for carrying sweet milk, fresh 
ter, roast beef, &c., to the East Indies, and 1 am in h( 
the next.will be for bringing balmy zephyrs from 
Mediterranean, and sunbeams from the torrid zone, 
attendant these happy discoveries, I trust the east wi 
Urill not visit you too roughly, and that the sun 
never ^o off you^ to use an elegant Scotticism, wh 
if I had the fancy of Cowley, I would have spun in 
score of witty, improper, metaphysical verses for ] 
One of the dire consequences of your return wei 
very heavy ikpon my conscience. I had the foil] 
write you a letter all full of Walter Scott^s rhyr 
which would first travel to Switzerland, and then fol 
you to England, with the whole multiplication table o 
back. Mr. Wilson is about to publish a dramatic p« 
called < The City of the Plague.' The title is ra 
alluring in a horrible way, and at ftiis season especii 
when horrors of every kind seem congenial. This 
wild, stormy, snowy day, and 1 feel as if a mental 
tor would be very relishing; but the literature of 
present day is not of a spirit-stirring, hairstanding 
everything now is addressed to the reason, nothin 
the heart or fancy; and, in consequence, works of 
gination are really becoming too reasonable to be 
entertaining. Formerly, in my time, a heroine 
merely a piece of beautiful matter, with long fair 
and soft blue eyes, who was butfeted up and down 
world like a shuttlecock, and visited with all sor 
possible and impossible miseries. Now they are b 
haired, sensible women, who do plain work, pay nr 
ing visits, and make presents of legs of pork: — 
^Emma,' udiich, notwithstanding, I do think a 
capital perfWmance: there is no story whatever, no 
slightest pretensions to a moral, bujL the characters 
all so true to life, anri the style is so dry and piq 
that it does not require the adventitious aids of myt 
and adventure. * Rhoda' is of a higher standai 
morals, and very good and interesting. These arc 
only novels I have read these many months. 1 to 
great pleasure in the ^ Antiquary,' till I learnt who 
the author. It is universally believed that it was i 
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II by a miin of the name of Greenfield,** once a popu- 
ff clergyman, but whose name it is now a scandal to 
lention. Have you read Paul's Letters? Partial as I 
m to the author, I confess J was disappointed* I be- 
JBve they are very just and well written, and profound; 
6\ they really are not very entertaining. A man oJF 
^nius must feel sadly trammelled, methinks, when con- 
inedto matters of fact, especially of modern date. This 
Kx>k, however, is much admired by persons of taste 
itid judgment;' so, I suppose, it is my vic|ours inclina- 
ion for high colouring^that has destroy eii my capacity 
br relishing plain sense. 
"I received a letter the other day from our mutual 

Viend Lady , requesting me to mediate for her 

»^ith the publishers here, respecting the sale of a manu- 
^ript for her In the days of my youth I had a most 
Extraordinary passion for angling, and the only draw- 
Jack to my enjoyment was when / cavi(ht a Jish, and 
^It it writhing on the hook and floundering at the line. 
Then I threw down my rod, and gave myself up to all 
he horrors of remorse. Now these selfsame feelings 
t had not of late years experienced, till 1 received Lady 

's last letter, and 1 had no sooner read it than Iwas 

issailed by all my quondam fishing pangs; for I beheld 
ler on the tenter-hooks of suspense, and felt her pull- 
ing at the line with all her might and main, I there- 
ore instantly despatched a note to Mr. Millar, request- 
ng him to call upon me. But, alas! I had neither hook 
n his jaw nor line at his ear, and, after repeated appli- 
cations, I have only now been able to obtain a private 

nterview with him; so that Lady will think me 

.he greatest dawdle (to use a woman's word) in this 
vide world. I wi^ the result of our conference had 
)een more satisfactory; but, alas! it is only what my 
^ray imagination foreboded. He said it was quite out 
)f the question to put a value upon a work until he had 
leen it, for that solely on the merits of the book the 

)rice must depend. When I spoke of Lady 's 

lame as being worth thousands in itself, he shook his 

* How much a name may prejudice a work! and how unjastlj^I! 
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heady and replied that it would indeed excite a sir 
sensation J and cause a temporary run upon the Ix 
but that was not enough; unless it was likely to bec( 
a standard one it was impossible to give a large sum 
it With regard to Miss 'Edge worth, Madame D* 
blay, and those heroines of romance, he said their [ 
Ushers could venture to give them almost carte blan( 
for their names were now so celebrated, and their fi 
so firmly established and so widely diffused, that be 
their books were printed there were thousands 
thousands oTxopies bespoke, besides large orders 
America and fne Continent; so that one must not t 
these literary Goliahs into the question at all. 

told me they were the publishers of < Self-cont: 

and had sold between four and five thousand cop 
besides its being still in requisition. They next boi 
* Marian,' without reading, but upon the assuranc 
Mrs. Hamilton (the authoress) that it was the very 
novel she had ever read. They printed eight hun( 
copies of it, and only sold three, hundred. In she 
got such a complete history of the uncertainly of aut 
ship, that I have resolved never to make a trade o 
Walter Scott is flourishing like a palm tree. It sc 
as if one Avas an evil spirit to venture to express 
fears lest his literary prosperity should ever dimir 
but, somehow or other, no author ever yet died ri 
I trust he may be an exception to his unfortunate bi 
ren; but is it not true that authors of the greatest d 
have seldom ended iheir days in plenty — 1 mean t 
who depended on their talents for gain as well as fs 
I am bound by every tie of gratitude to pray for 
great man's continued success in his labours, for he 
treated me with the greatest condescension. I can n 
repay the debt of thankfulness I owe Walter Scott 
this noble act of his benevolence. 

You who rejoice at others' weal will be glad to 1 

Miss has at last obtained her heart's desire, ai 

married to Mr. . Their love has mutually boi 

long and trying test, and every one who knows 1 

* What a curious prophecy! 
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VMoiees at itft happy reward. You will be tired to death 
of this interminable letter, dear ■ ■ ■ Pray pardon 

yours, &c.'' 

I went in the evening to Lady Salisbury's. Her assem- 
blies are certainly the best of their class in London. The 
house is iike a nobleman's, and the hostess herself has 
such dignified manners that tliey cannot fail to be courtly 
receptions. But all assemblies that are merely show, 
without the amusement of music or dancing, are dull in 
the long run, and, after an hour or two, I always feel 
very tired at such parties. What amused me most was 

to observe how Lady courted the foreign ministers, 

and specially the royal Duke of , whom she followed 

from room to room as if she had been his attendant in 
waiting. This servile homage succeeded in its object at 
length, and the Duke offered her his arm, to which she 
clung for the rest of the evening, and completely mo- 
nopolizer! his attention. But 1 cannot help wondering 
that a woman of her rank and charms, mental and per- 
sonal, should condescend to seek in such a marked man- 
ner for the attention which she should command ct moins 
de frais. The strangest part of her character is, that 
she has two characters ; the real one leads her to pay her 
court to Kings and Princes (and would to Queens, if 
there were such things going, for she did once pay great 
attention to the Princess of Wales, until she thought the 
extinguisher was put on Her Royal Highness's worldly 
consequence), and the false or assumed character makes 
her pretend to despise potentates and love independence. 
But the latter is only a mask to hide arrogance, and to 
obtain power in her own person, rendering, if she could 
do so, every other woman insignificant. ' Tis ^y strange 
choice for a person who has a position marked 'out and 
decided, from which nobody can displace her, to be per- 
petually pursuing the world with whip and spur; — a 
thing only excusable in a parvenu or a lady of demi- 
fashion. I suppose it arises from a want of excitement, 
which, to some minds, is as necessary as food to the 
body, and a trivial object answers the purpose to some 
persons as well as a better. 
Vol. n.— 3 
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It appears to me as if it were more the foshion than 
formerly for married ladies to flirt in this town of Loo* 
don, at the balls and assemblies. It is a dangerous 
amusement, to say the least of it ; for, like children play- 
ing at a sham fight, which often ends in a real quarrel'^ 
that which was at first sought as a diversion becomes an 
interest However, such considerations are the affair of 
those concerned, and I think it is very wrong to allow 
onesc^lf to comment thereon ; for very often, I am sure, 
the earnest conversatfon one sees passing between people 
in a public party may only be relative to some other 
party, or a gown, or book. 

Mr. R wandered about the rooms at Lady Salis- 
bury's all the evening. I should have liked to have 
known all his thoughts on the scene wherein he was 
moving like a clever spy. People who know him well 
say he is kind-hearted to those he likes; but to me there 
is something very tremendous in the honeyed phrases he 
utters to every one, accompanied, as they often are, by a 
smile of most malicious import. 

Lady G — , Mrs. S — 's sister, is beautiful, and I took 
pleasure in looking on her countenance; it has such a 
sweet and pure expression that it stood out from all the 
host of faded and hacknied faces of the majority of the 
assemblage of persons present there. 

March 1th. — I received a pretty letter from Mrs. 
Grant, authoress of "Letters from the Mountains," &c., 
in answer to one I had written, requesting her to patro- 
nise the work of a person in whom I take an interest 

" Dear : " 1 ought sooner to have acknowledged 

your most valued present, had 1 not been anxious to 
gather some opinions of more importance than my own, 
regarding the |)errormance, particularly those of the Rev. 
H. Walker and Morehead. These I have not yet ob- 
tained, but from what I hear from others I have no doubt 
of their being satisfactory. Of the excellence of the de- 
votions in the little volume you were so good as to send 
me, there cannot be two opinions, drawn, as they are in 
aubstance, from the pure wells of inspiration — those 
aacred scriptures in which we have eternal life. ThoM 
graces of style which a person of literary acquirements 
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\nd refined taste can always command, are not essen- 
ially necessary to edification ; yet we read it as a reoom- 
mendation of apples of gold, that they are set in pictures 
of silver, and a certain degree of embellishment was con- 
sidered appropriate for the sanctuary. 

'<Your friend has, however, judiciously avoided ail 
studied or meretricious ornament, and suited her lan- 
guage to the weight and solemnity of the subject. Sin- 
cere and zealous meditations must be, in all cases, 

instructive, but coming from a person like Mrs. , 

who has not only moved in the highest circles of society, 
but been still more distinguished for all the charms and 
talents that moat attract admiration, they are not merely 
instructive, but in no common degree admonitory ; they 
say to the young, the gay, and beautiful, those before 
whom the world opens all its stores of fascination. Be- 
hold a person whom all delighted to praise, to whom all 
these attractions were familiar, has found refuge from all 
these dazzling vanities, in the serious and solemn prepa- 
ration for an unchangeable state, in that futurity towards 

which we are all hastening. I feel, dear , gratified 

by the partiality which you express for my writings. 
You would, more than many others, be much influenced 
by the subject so often alluded to, of Highland scenery 
and manners. You could scarcely be impartial in this 
instance. 

'*I remain yours, respectfully and faithfully, 

" Anne Grant. 

" Dated 101, Princess-street Edinburgh,*^ , 

By the same post I received an answer to a second 
letter I had addressed to Mrs. Grant: — 

" Dear . " Having determined not to sleep 

without acknowledging the letter you did me the honour 
to write (and for which favour no apologies were neces- 
sary), though my answer must be brief, and, 1 fear, un- 
satisfactory, I proceed to say that 1 am very willing, to 
the best of my fading abilities, to attempt ^ at least, to 
comply with your expressed wish in behalf of Lady 
* . But though my heart is still warm^ and the true 
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secret of my literary success, the love of nature and d 
truth, remains undiminished, the chill of fancy and the 
decay of a memory once singularly retentive, leave me 
small hope of success. Yet I must know how soon your 
friend thinks to conclude, or, in other words, how long 
I may defer my attempt to cast my mite into the trea- 
sury of her rich stores — that I may first clear my con- 
science of some unanswered letters, or, if your friend's 
work is very urgent, defer them. 1 have two reasons 
for earnestly desiring that, if I do contrive to send any- 
thing she may think fit to accept as a humble tribute of 
the respect and admiration I feel towards her, it may 
never be known to be mine. I have refused others 
whom 1 wished very well, and would not be thought at 
this time of life to go out of my thorny and sombre path 
to gathiT flowers, even to weave them into the fairest 
garland. They are often heaven's favourites who die 
young. Your prot6g6 is the less to be lamented, as, 
though a blameless creature, there was no path in life 
open to him which he would have been well qualified to 
occupy. You will excuse my blunt address and total 
want of ceremony. I almost forgot in my haste the 
common courtesy due from your very respectful and 
faithful servant, Anne Grant. 

" P.S. — I send you some lines written by Mrs. Bar- 
bauld, and 1 believe not published. The subject is in- 
teresting, and the feeKing which prompted them nvourn- 
fully pleasing. Perhaps they might be acceptable to 
your friend.^' 

On the King*8 lUnesSt September ^ 1811, ^ Mrs. Barbmtdd^ 

Rest, rest, afflicted spirit! quickly pass 
Thy hour of biUer suffering ! rest awaits thee 
There where, the load of weary life laid down^ 
The Peasant and the King repose together^ 
There peaceful sleep— thy quiet grave bedewed 
With tears of those who loved thee. Not for thee*. 
In the dark chambers of the nether world. 
Shall spectre kings rise fVom their burning throoes,. 
And point the vacant seat, and scoffing say. 
Art thou become like us? O ! not for thee. 
For thou hadst human feelings, and hast walked 
A man with men, and kindly charities. 
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E*en each as warm the cottage liearth were Uiine; 
And therefore fklla the tear Irom eyes not uaed 
To gaze on kings with admiration food. 
And thou hant knelt at meek fieJigioo*8 shriiife 
With no mock homage, and hast owned her rites 
Sacred in every breast, and therefore rise 
Affectionate for thee the orisons 
And niingled prayers, alike from vaulted domes 
Where the loud organ peals, and rafled roofs 
Of humbler worship. Still remembering this 
A nation's pity and a nation's love 
Linger beside thy couch, on this the day 
Of thy sad visitation, veiling faults 
Of erring judgment, and not will perverse. 
Yet O! that thou hadst cloKcd the wounds of war! 
That had Ma praise to suit a higher strain ! 
Farewelll the years rolled down the gulf of tine. 
Thy name lias chronicled a long bright page 
Of England's story; and perhaps the babe 
Who opens, as thou closest thine, his eyes 
On this eventful world, when aged grown. 
Musing on times gone by, shall sigh arMi say. 
Shaking his thin gray hairs whitened with grief^ 
"Our fathers' days were happy." Fare thee wdl. 
My thread of life lias even run with thine. 
For many a lustre, and thy closing day 
I contemplate, not mindless of my own. 
Nor to its call reluctant. 

Nbw life's stormy morning for ever is past. 
And the still hour of evening approaches at last; 
It comes breathing peace where no pleasure is fttund, 
*Tis the juice of the poppy that lulls all around. ' 
No bright setting sun does his splendour unfold. 
No horizon wide flushing with purple and gold. 
All shorn of his beams sinks the great orb of day, 
And nature is clad in her mantle of gray. 

magical fancy ! thy empire expires, 

All withered thy flow'rets, extinguished &y fires; 

Thy talisman broken, exposed to the view 

Stands the desert of life, where the garden once grew. 

Sensibility, syren who lures to destroy. 

Adieu to thy anguish, adieu to thy joy. 

Thy look was enchanting, thy soil voice deceived* 

And, as nature's best bounty, thy cup 1 received. 

1 tasted — no words can its sweetness impart; 

1 drank^^it was poison tliat flowed to my heart; 
For light swim tlie pleasures^ but deep in the bowl 
Lie the struggling emotions that harrow the soul. 
Indifibrence, *tis true that in life's giddy morn 
I ever repulsed thee with petuhmt scorn; 
Yet now to a level» at thou lead'kt ikt wqy^ 

the 1/^ late ao ragged I dhnok to snnrej* 

3» 
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Methinks His most sweet on (hj breast to reposer 
Source heeding* the current of life as it flow«, 
Till nature in peace shall drop into the tom^ 
Which thou hast already despoiled of ifs glooiDv 



From Monsieur Sismondi. 

" Vous avez eu la bont6 en partant de m'encourager 
a vous 6crire quelquerois, et cependant il s'est 6coul6 
d6j^ bien long-iempsdepiiisque je vous ai vu entrepren- 
dre ce voyage, qui ne vous causoit gu^re moins de tris* 
tesse qu'd ceux, que vous quittiezyet je n'ai point encore 
profit^ de cette permission. Je ne sgaia si vous pourres 
comprendre cette esp^ce de decouragement, qui me (K* 
goCite de mes propre pensfees, qui.me fait redouter dc 
porter ma Iristesse vers lesautres, e( presque de chercher 
dans mon propre coeur pour rev^iir de mots les senti- 
mens p6nibles qu'il recfele. Mais j'ose croire que, 
quelque explication que vous donniez ^.cet abattement, 
dussiez vous le confondre avec une j:Hgon commune. 
"Vous ne croircz jamais, vous ne soupgoiinerez jamais que 
je vous suis moins vivement attacli^. Nous nous sommes 
Irop bien entendu ; j'ai Irop vivement senti ce charme 
inexplicable de voire caract^re, qui se repand sur ceux 
qui vous approchent, qui les rend heureux de vous yoiff 
de vous entendre, de senti r et de parler avec vous,— 
pour que cette impression s'efiace jamais; et je le croia 
aussi. Vous m'avez assez connue pour ne pouvoir entre- 
tenir de doute sur mes sentimens. Mais que pui^je 
dire qui ne soit pas empreint de ma profonde Iristesse? 
et cependant est-il juste d'en faiiguer les autres ? La 
victoire des rois sur les peuples ; des pr6jug6s sur lefl 
idees liberates; des petites vanit6s sur les nobles senti- 
mens, p^se de partout sur moi ; il n'a pas de pays oA je 
n'en vois les fatales consequences, pas de jours que je 
n'en soufire. Les journaux de tout le continent, ceux 
d'une moiti6 de I'Angleterre, font horreur; tous le§ 
livres qu'on imprime tiennent un langage rebutantyCt 
professent comme principe ce qui avoit long-temps k\k 
repute I'exc^s de la dferaison. La soci6t6 que j'aimois 
en France est divi86e par des haines foreenfees. Beau* 
coup de gens que je connois sont dans les priaonf ; id 
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tout esprit social est d6truite: ]'intol6rance d'opinion 
fait des progr^s proportion n6s ii ceux de la sottise ; je 
Tais 4 peine dans le monde, et je n'y passe jamais deux 
heurcs sans en rapporter une impression p^nible. Com- 
bien j'al lieu de re^rctter ces heiireux soirees que je pas- 
sois avec vous ! Mais je n'avois pas besoin de ce con- 
traste pour les trouver charmante, et vous sgavez si je 
n'ai pas toujours senti quelles devroient 6ire priferrfe k 
tout. J'avois destin^ six mois h, travailler k Geneve, et 
iy amasser des matdriaux pour les emporter en Italie; 
ma tSche est h. peu pr^s accomplie. Depuis que j'ai 
quitte Copet, je n'ai pas cessfe de travailler de six k huit 
heures par jour, et je porterai en Toscane P^bauche des 
quatre dernieres volumes de mon histoire; c'est dans 
quinze jours environ que je compte partir, en sorte que 
c'esl i. Peseta en Toseane que je vous prie de me r6pon- 
dre. L^ je vtvrai dans line profonde solitude ; j'y aurais 
pour soci6(6 essentielle ma mfere, donl 1% sprit et le coeur 
pr6sentent, il est vrai, d'immense ressources. Mais tons 
1^ autres ne soot nullement en harmonie avec moi, et il 
faudra que je renonce h. parler jamais ou philosophie, ou 
morale, ou lilterature, ou politique, ou religion — aucun de 
ces sujets auquel la pen^6e s'attache dans le naufrage de nos 
esp6ran ces, aucun de ceux que je trouvois tant de douceur ^ 
discuteravec vous. La pens6eestcontreband pour I'ltalie. 
Ni leur^ducation, ni leur gouvernement, ni leur religion, 
ne permettent aux Italiensd'en approcher. J'aurois ar- 

demment d6sir6 d'engager les d'aller-en Italic en 

meme temps que moi; jesentois que je pouvois leur 6tre 
fort utile, et elles auroient 6le ^ leur tour pour moi d'une 
prodigieuse ressource. Elles m'en out long-temps flatty, 
et puis elles ont chang6 d'avis, sans qu'il fQt possible 
d^en donner une autre raison qu'une indecision inexpli- 
cable. Dans cette solitude cependant, si j'ai moins de 
distraction, je verrai aussi moins de choses p^nibles, j'y 
vivrai d'avantage avec mes amis absens, je me nourrirai 
plus long-temps de leur lettres: c'est vous dire combien 
les v6tres me seront pr6cieuses — combien elles seront 
d^sir^es. Dans un temps o^ I'ltalie est peupl6e d'An- 
glois, je sentirai aussi vivement le plaisir d'en voir qui 
itfe aeront addre896 par vous^ qui me parleront de vous. 
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J'ai bien peu de chose k leur ofirir, pour les d^doiumagnr 
de venir me chercher dans une petite ville; maiselletf 
situ^e datis un pays d^licieux ; je le connois bien, ettoit 
au moins je no serois pas un mauvais Cicerone. J'/ 
passerai probablement toute une annee; ce ne s6raqu*aB 

frintemps que je reviendrai k Geneve, pour retournerl 
aris, et im primer la fin de mon histoire, ii la fin de I'ao- 
tomme de la m£me ann6e. Madame De Sta^l a eu daof 
son voyage d'ltalie un succ^s plus heureux qu'on n'osoit 
s*en flalier pour elle. La sant6 de Monsieur Rocca e||i 
infiniment meilleure, et un second hiver pass6 dam le 
sud achevera de le r^tablir. On attend le Due De Bro^ 
lie d'heure en heure, peutfetre est il arriv6, ei api-fes avoir 
pass6 quelques jours ^ Copet avee Auguste De Sta^I,il 
doit continuer sa route, pour aller 6pouser AU^c^rtine i 
Pisa. Vous en entendrcz parler peutetre aussi i Mon- 
sieur de Constant, qui ne doit pas tarder de pasier eo 
Angleterre, et qui a, je pense, Phonneur de vous coo- 

noitre. N'oubliez jamais, chSre , que dans la trii- 

tesse et le d^jouragcment, com me dans le bonheur,^je 
ne puis me d6raire de ce sentiment si vif et si respectu- 
eux que vous m'avez inspir6. 
" Genkve^ ce 20 Fivrier.^^ 

_ » 

September Isf, 1820. — Since I last wrote my Diarfi 
many strange and unlooked-for events of a public Qt- 
ture have occurred, and my own private existence has 
also been replete with matter of painful excitement, on 
which I have not the courage to dwell; there are 
passages in life of which we would gladly efiace every 
trace. 

The public event which has most interested me per* 
sonally, and also, 1 believe, excited the greatest emotioo 
in the hearts of the British people, is the untimely and 
cruel fate of the Queen. — All her friends had long 
dreaded that she would place herself in jeopardy by the 
folly of her conduct, and their fears proved but too welt 
founded. Her Majesty was displeased with me, owing 
to the misrepresentations of a mischievous busy-bodyi 
and we had had no intercourse for some time previous 
to her return to Elaglaiid. But I venturedj^ throu^ tba 
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necliuni of a trusty person to send \he Pritieess the fol- 
towing advice, namely, to discharge all her foreign at- 
tendants, male and female, and to return without further 
delay to England. Greatly to my surprise, she follow- 
td my counsel, and on the 6th of June last she reached 
London. She was upon the whole well received; a very 
strong feeling existed in her favour, notwithstanding the 
many acts of imprudence which she hod committed since 
lier departure from this country. Very soon, the pro- 
ceedings in the Houses of Parliament commenced against 
Her Majesty, and then followed that memorahle trial, 
which is a blot never to be effaced from the history of 
the reign of George the Fourth. Had he been himself 
« faultless husband — had it been from a respect to virtue 
and moral dignity \hskt he instituted such charges against 
his conaorl, and had recouise to such degrading means 
to 8ul)stantiate those charges as that of hiring suborned 
witnesses, — even in that suppositions case, it may be 
asked, are we to do evil that good may ensue? But as 
the /act really stood, the King should have been the 
last man in the world to denounce his wife as guilty; 
and the consequence of his doing so induced the gene- 
ral belief that his conduct was the result of private ha- 
tred, it would seem as if Heaven also considered it in 
the same light; for though strong evidence was brought 
against her — though she was proved lo have been guilty 
or very great imprudence, and want of decorum, both 
as a woman and a queen — she was virtually pronouncefi 
by the laws of the land innocent of the crime with 
which George the Fourth charged her. Minor errors 
were lost sight of in the one overwhelming fact, of her 
being acquitted of the great offence. The Queen's con- 
duct throughout the trial was of a very high order of 
moral courage, and the undaunted temerity with which 
she met the charges made against her, wasa strong proof 
of her innocence. 

No guilty person could have had the audacity to 
challenge examination into their conduct in the manner 
she did; and the result of that famous and infamous trial 
was tlie greatest triumph a woman accused of such a 
breach of virtue ever attained. The manner in whieli 
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she wss treated during the whole of the proceed! 
accorded with that pursued during the previous yean 
her residence in England. Every indignity wassb 
her by the King, and no residence, or any of the 
mon decencies of life, were provided for her, much I 
those suitable to one who by birth and by marriiA 
claimed alliance with the British Crown. Nothing eojA 
be more unwise than this display of inveterate hatreC 
in minute concerns; for it showed the nation by what 
malicious spirit she was persecuted, even to the d 
and it only served to rouse a deeper feeling of pity 
the public mind, towards the object of such malefO- 
lence. 

Mr. Brougham, whatever had been his intentions OB 
^rsi undertaking the management of the Princess rf 
Wales's aflfairs, had gone too far in the business to re- 
treat without dishonour; so that, not to mention zvj 
feeling of interest which he now took in the Queen i 
England's cause, apart from mere worldly motives, hil 
own success depended on advocating her side as skil- 
fully as he could; and once being determined to use hil 
utmost exertions in her service, the talents to do M 
were not wanting in him, and he displayed the moit 
consummate power and eloquence in his speeches Qie 
this triaf. Certainly, the Queen was in a great measun 
indebted to this extraordinary clever man, for the bril- 
liant termination of that investigation. The King wti 
all powerful. The Queen destitute of any patronage > 
influence whatever. Her daughter, the object who might 
have been supposed to have rendered her more interr- 
ing to the nation, was dead; consequently the warm 
support and protection shown her by the nation at largBy 
was a noble proof that the English people en masse iX^ 
a disinterested race, and fear not to espouse the cause tfj 
the oppressed, or take the weaker side against the strong 
and the powerful. 

Many of the peers, and also other private individuabi 
who had entertained the strongest prejudices against htf' 
Majesty, hastened to congratulate heron the terminatioi 
of the trial. But though she had had the courage to p 
through the trying scene with the utmost fortitude^ ain 
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IkMigh her spirits had never for a single moment, either 
tk private or in public, sunk beneath the weight of suf- 
iring imposed upon her. still when the trial was over, 
lid that she was acquitted, she did not evince the satis- 
■letion which might have been expected; she appeared 
W9m out in mind and body. The desolateness of her 
nivate existence seemed to make her very sorrowful; 
ilie appeared to feel the loss of her daughter more than 
lIl any previous moment, and she wept incessantly, 
^rhaps bodily weakness and over exertion had some 
Mrrt in occasioning this gloom. 

On the last day of the trial, when requested to retire 
iMkd take some refreshment, she peremptorily refused to 
lo so, and on some persons offering the Queen refresh- 
sients which they had brought for their own use, she 
leclined accepting them, saying, <M can take a chop at 
Jie King's Head if I am hungry;" — alluding to the 
larern bearing that sign near the House of Lords. 
Phere was much ready wit in that reply, but it was, 
perhaps, ill-timed, and she was never afterwards heard 
^9 make a joke, or seen to smile. The injuries and un- 
kindness which she had so long borne with admirable 
[Mience, had at last crushed the elasticity of her dispo- 
4tion, and the loneliness of her fate appalled her. 

Once again she made a struggle, and an ill-judged one, 
to enforce her rights, and to be present at the coronation 
c^f George the Fourth, But unless she went in her pro- 
per place to that ceremony, she should not have conde- 
scended to go at all. In that instance, also the King 
showed a very shallow judgment, and betrayed his per- 
sonal dislike to her; since she had been publicly pro- 
claimed fit to share his throne, and bear the name of 
Queen, he should have permitted her, if only from 
policy, to sit beside him at the coronation: he should 
have stifled the feelings of the man, and treated her with 
the assumed courtesy of the monarch. It would have 
passed current with many for a better feeling, and gained 
him popularity; but he did so dislike her, that even he, 
who was a proverbially polite and courtly prince, could 
not assume civility towards the Queen. She very fool- 
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ishly attempted to force an entrance within the Abbeyi 
and was repulsed by the common soldiers. 

The persons who attended the Queen at the latter end 
of her life were faithful and attached to her, but thqr 
were not persons calculated to give her the best advice. 
She endeavoured, poor unhappy Princess, to amuse he^ 

self, but as informed me, she took no pleasure in 

any thing. She once saw Prince Leopold, and his man* 
ner was afiectionate and feeling. From all I ever heart! 
of him, he is a good-hearted man, but timid and self* 
interested, and he was kept in such order by the Ein|^ 
that the only visit he ever paid his mother-in-law was 
in secret, unattended, and without any witnesses, except 
the Queen's lady. 

A very short period elapsed between the trial and the 
Queen's death. Her illness was sudden, and she was 
for some hours ignorant of her danger. When she be* 
came aware of her awful situation, shq called to some of 
the attendants, and said, 'M forgive all my enemies,! 
owe no one any ill will, although they have killed me 
at last;" or words to that effect. A curious circum- 
stance occurred whilst she was on her death- bed, the 
night or rather the morning on which she expired. A 
boat passed down the river, filled with some of those re« 
ligious sectarians who had taken peculiar interest in h^ 
fate; they were praying for her, and singing hymns as 
they rowed by Bran den burgh House; and at the same 
moment a mighty rush of wind blew open all the doors 
and windows of the Queen's apartment, just as the breath 
was going out of her body. It impressed those who were 
present with a sense of awe, and added to the solemnity 
of the scene. 

Thus died Caroline, Queen of England. Her fate 
must excite compassion in the sternest hearts; yet doubt- 
less her premature decease was ordained in mercy. Her 
life, as far as human beings could judge, would not have 
been a happy one had it been prolonged. Divested b; 
the King of the pomps and pleasures of royalty, she was 
at the same time debarred from the enjoyments of pri- 
vate life; she had no relatives who cared for her^ and, 
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. from what I knew of her nature, she was warm-hearted, 
and would have pined without some object to love and 

« be loved by; so that her death was a happy release from 
loneliness and persecution. 

The King's malice followed her to the grave, and the 
most indecent measures were resorted to in the arrange- 
ment of her funeral. The Queen's remains were not 
permitted to lie in English ground, and objections were 
even made to her being buried at Hanover. Finally, 
however, her body was suffered to be placed in the 
vault of the royal family at that city. But the crown 
and insignia of royalty on the coffin were taken off, 
and I have been told that nothing but her name, <t Caro- 
line,'' stands to record who lies within that narrow 
house. The candle that is taken into that royal mauso- 
leum to show the visitors the coffins, has always been 
placed on hers, so that the velvet is covered with wax, 
and otherwise soiled. Thus do her remains, even in 
the grave, meet with the same disrespect she endured 
throughout life; but her spirit, I trust, is at peace, and 
happy in the world above. I say and feel this from the 
bottom of my heart, and so ends probably the last mention 
I shall ever make of the Queen. If during her life she 
often gave cause for censure (in as far, at least, as appear- 
ance warrants), in her death she commands respect and 
sympathy; and it will be for the page of the future 
historian to decide how far her virtues were her own, 
and how far her follies were occasioned by the force of 
circumstances, and the cruel treatment she received. In 
making this summary of her character and her fate, one 
feeling alone predominates, which is that of pity for 
her sufferings. 
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Febrnaiy 6tb, 1810. 

ages, my dear , since I have heard from you: 

me the kindness to write to me soon^ and en- 
he dulness of my sojourn here, by some of your 
nee. 1 saw yesterday an old friend of yours, 
. I believe it is fifteen years since we met. 

never before seen her since her marriage. I do 
id her at all altered; indeed, I think her pretty 
tid I did not as a girl think her so. Her eyes are 
to be sure that is her only beauty. She Inquired 
after you, but appeared to be in very low spirits. 
Iked with anxiety and feeling about her husband, 

again going to leave her to follow his trade, and 
: yet recovered the Walcheren fever. 

btless, my dear -^ you have heard of the over- 

ing calamity which has happened to Lord Auck- 

family. About three weeks ago his eldest son, 
den, a young man of twenty-two, in perfect health 
irits, and highly prosperous as to worldly affairs 
ssessed a place for life of two thousand per annum), 
>ut at nine o'clock from his father's house in Old 
Yard, and, saying he should return in an hour, he 
ver since been heard of. Hitherto every search 
m made in vain: not a trace is to be found. Fee* 
agine he is drowned; but you may suppose £fe 

4* 
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?'ief of the unhappy parents on dis melancholy occasite. 
et our friend Telemachus could not resist makiogl 
pun on this funebre event, and said, " Oh! dey ought to 
look for him in Eden; he must be there." 

I had a party last evening, and much lamented your 
absence; for it was more agreeable than such assemblies 
are in general. I had the Persian ambassador, and the 
two Deshays danced and Catalini sung, and all de folb 
appeared to be pleased, so I was satisfied. I like to sec 
people look content, which they do not often do in this 
country, 1 must say. My better half, or my uwfM, 
which you choose, has been ill, I hear, but nothing to 
make me hope or fear. 

' Pray burn this piece o^ high treason^ my dear . 

Lord Byron did inquire for you also, I must not fo^ 
get to mention. He was all couleur de rose last even- 
ing, and very pleasant; he sat beside me at supper, and 
we were very merry: he is quite anoder man when ho 
is wid people he like, and who like him, than he is when 
he is wid oders who do not please him so well. I al- 
ways tell him there are two Lord Byrons, and when I 
invite him, 1 say, I ask the agreeable Lord, not the dis- 
agreeable one. He take my plaisanterieall in good part, 
and I flatter myself 1 am rather a favourite with this 
great bard. 

And now I must release you, my dear , from this 

long epistle, after telling you that I am pretty well, and 
try to fight with de blue devils, which, alas! often get 
the better of me. However, I am always — sick or well, 
gay or sad^ — your affectionate C. P. 

The Princess of Wales to the same. 

Dear : The first intelligence I must give yoo 

is of , who you will be glad to learn is safely arrived. 

The next is a piece of news, which I have just heard, 
which will, I know, shock you. Mrs. Duff is dead, in 
consequence, it is entirely believed, of the bit/of a fa- 
vourite dog, who was mad. I have not seen any thing 
of dis poor lady for so many years, that I feel more in- 
different to her death than I should otherwise have donei 
besides^ she was very ill-natared about me: my lord and 
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master having bound Mr. Duff to his service^ and made 
lim swear hatred to me, he of course made his wife 
think as he did; but all those who knew her^ said she 
was truly amiable. 

Nothing can be more dull, dreafy, and dismal than 
London. People do nothing but croak; and I am almost 
tired of asking them to dinner, they arc all so cross and 
melancholy. Now, as I am both myself^ I would wish 
to get a few bright spirits around me. 

Lady is returned from.the Hoo in raptures of all 

the people she met there; amongst whom were Mrs. 
Sheridan, with whom she is amazingly satisfied, and 
cries up her singing, and every thing belonging to her. 
Then there was also Mrs. Wilmot there, the lady who 
models so well, and whose flying and dying horse are 
reckoned so admirably executed. 

Thom. Sheridan, 1 hear, is gone abroad, dying. I 

never knew much of him; for he also was one of the 

great Mahomed's favourites, to whom, by the way, the 

L htter has not behaved with the most loyal bounty, or 

steady friendship.* 

As to myself, I have nothing agreeable to tell you, 

dear . I hear plenty of ill-natured stories, put 

about by dat old witch de Queen; but I say to dose who 
tell them, You do me no good by repeating these re- 
ports. You do not gain favour with me either by so 
doing, I assure you. I hate gossips; and those who 
really wish me well, will not seek to make me unhappy 
by repeating the malevolent speeches of my enemies. 
When I answered Lady Oxford in this fashion de oder 
day, she did look quite ibahie^ and ashamed'\)f herself. 

'Tis true, my dear , 'pon honour. 1 never wish to 

be told these things. I know them to be said. I know 
quite enough, God knows, and wish never to know 
more, if I can help it. 

I think Mr. Gell must be in love, or else he is seized 
with this general epidemic of gloom; for he hardly 
speaks at all. Mr. Lewis I have not seen for a month. 

* This it a mistake. The Prince never ceased to admire and ac- 
kiMmledge the talents and fascination of this delightful man,, and pre- 
sented hun with a thousand pounds when he left Kngland. 
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I heard he had been wooed to Carlton-houae; but I do . 
not believe it, nor do I think the Prince would suit him, 1 
or he the Prince: but perhaps I am mistaken. All di^ 
gay part of London assemble at the Priory, where there 
are private theatricals going on with great 6clat. There ! 
are two young couples staying there, — Lord and Lady ' 
Aberdeen; Mr. Lambe and Lady Caroline are, I am 
told, patterns of conjugal affection, admiring each other, 
and never happy if absent from each other one half hour. 
I should like to see these theatricals, but the Marquis 
has not asked me to his house this year. The wind ii 

not blowing kindly towards me, my dear , from 

any quarter, so 1 must expect to be slighted; and I try 
to be philosopher mais ce n^ est pas si facile. 

I have not yet seen poor Roscius. It is the fashion 
to abuse him as much this year as it was to praise him 
up to the skies last season. I feel sorry for this child. 

Lady Sheffield proposes leaving me on the plea of ill ' 
health. I have my suspicions dat she has been made 
to quit my household; but not one word of this, if yoa 
please, to anybody. I shall regret her rather; but it 
does not put me au ddsespoir. She is not half so agree- 
able as her sisters, and I have some one in my eye 

whom I should prefer. But, my dear , there is a 

cruel influence at work against me, and he would like 
to prevent anybody o{qualiU being about me. 

Adieu, and believe me to remain, ever most devo- 
tedly yours, C. P. 



The Princess of Wales lo the same. 
Dbab ; I am in a state of rage being just re- 

turned from a visit to the Queen, who received me in i 
most cavalier manner. Luckily 1 restrained myself 
whilst in her august presence; but I could have abused 
her gloriously, so angry did I feel at the old Beguin. I 
will not submit again in a hurry to such a reception. 
She never asked me to sit down. Imagine such a piece 
of ridiculous pride! And when I asked after my poor 
dear uncle, and said I should like to see him, she made 
me for answer, <' The Kins is quite well, but he will not 
see you." I replied, << Madame, I shall ask his Ma- 
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|My himself;" she said noting j but smiled her abomi- 
iMJble smile of derision. 

Talking of kings and queens, I heard the other day, 
■NHB a lady who lives a good deal at court and with 
feWrtiers, that a most erroneous opinion is formed in 

Bineral of the Princess E . The good humour for 

■rtich she has credit is only an outward show, and this 
19 exemplilied in her conduct to the poor Princess 
A ■ ' , who is dying — quite given over, though her 

decay may be slow and tedious^ The Princess 

Md S are devoted to her; but Princess E - 

feveats her with the most cruel unkindness and ill-tem- 
|Mr. So much for court gossip. Thank God, I do not 

live with them! Everybody believes Princess A 

is married to Mr. F y, and they say she has con- 

Easied her marriage to the King, who is miserable at his 

rKpected loss of his daughter, who is his favourite; and 
do not wonder, for she always appeared to me the 
Eft amiable of the whole set. So she is destined to 
taken away. Well — perhaps it is as happy for Aer, 
tr tingy that she should; for there is not much feli- 
<ityi I believe, amidst dem all. When I left the royal 
presence, I thought to myself, You shall not catch me 
Sere again in a hurry. No, truly, I would rather have 
noting to do with de royal family, and be treated as a 
cipher, than be subject to such haughtiness as I was 
shown to-day. 
I have let out all the ebullition of my wrath to you, 

chere . Do not repeat it though, for the more said, 

the less easy is it to mend matters; so bauche close, and 
heart cased in iron; and the Princess de Oalfe may be 
able to live in dis uncivil pays, only sometimes it is 
necessary to open de safety valve, to let some of one's 
feelings escape, or else 1 should be suffocated. 

Farewell; croyez-moi tovjours voire tris sindre 
amie C. P. 



The Princess of Wales to the same. 
Mt dear ■ ' ■■; Tht Rawdons are not with me, 
owing to some balls and masquerades, but 1 hope next 
Sunday they will come till Wednesday. 
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There was yesterday a breakfast at Lady Dart mm 
upon the heath. 1 had only the benefit of hearing 
Staffordshire band, as I was neither invited, nor 
I have gone; for I hate people who change towards 
according as de sun shines upon one,or withdraws his 

1 am on the point of setting out for Kensington 
meet my daughter; for which reason I have only til 
to add, that I am afraid I did not explain myself 

in my last letter on the subject of Mr. E , the bool 

seller in Fleet Street; and since that time 1 have furtl 
heard, that he is certainly paid by my enemies to writ 
some trumpery catchpenny book against me; for whii 
reason I am more anxious than ever that our plan shoul 
be put into execution, to be an antidote against the poisoij 
which is to be propagated from ear to ear this winter.^ 
I thank you also a thousand times for the letter of TVj 
lemachus, which has been very amusing to me, and am 
happy to find that he is in spirits, knowing that he hw 
been so unwell for some months, but having the happn 
ness of writing to you has given a new zest to hisspiriil 
and to his poetical effusions. 

I have heard that Mr. Crawford Bruce has left Lady 
Hester, and that he is expected every day in England; 
I have also been told that Lady Hester is now quite de- 
voted to the French nation, and has given up the Eng- 
lish for it. 

The advertisement in the papers which you saw in 
the evening paper, called "The News,*' is nothing moK 
or less than owing to threatening letters that have beer 
addressed to different members of the present adminis 
tration, that they are to meet the same fate of Mr 
Perceval. The reward is two hundred guineas; bu 
the anonymous will not give his name till the mone] 
is paid. 

This is the whole of my budget of news to-day, anc 
believe me, your most sincere and affectionate, C. P. 
Dated Saturdayj October Slst, 



The Princess of Wales to the same. 
Dear : 1 can never sufSciently express hoi 
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kkful I am to you for finding nrie a house. Mr. Sie- 

goes this morning to speak to Mr. Hugh to hare it 

led up and cleaned immediately, that in the course 

|]ten day-s I may call it my own house; I shall put 

of the furniture from Kensington belonging to me 

it, to make it a little more comfortable. To be sure, 

not like the situation of the house; but, as I have 

choice, 1 must tsike the first house I Qin meet with. 

ir description of ihe one in Stratton-street has much 

lused Lady Glenbervie and Lady Charlotte Lindsay, 

lare say it strikes 4he prudish Lord Archibald the 

te as you, that he will not allow his sister to lose her 

iracter in that pretty bower. She intends to sell it 

two thousand pounds. I hope you have been much 

lUsed in town at your waltzing parties. Mrs. Beau- 

'ck was so fatigued that she could not bring her tired 

j^unbs to Blackheath to-day. 1 did not much regret her, 

^she was last Wedn-esday dreadfully out of humour. 

I have seen nobody, except mayors of Rochester and 

fem-cJerks, and such pretty men, that I am sure they 
uld have been an entiertainment to you to have seen 
lUem. Some resembled Dutch burgomasters, others were 
Kke aldermen, so fat and jolly-looking. They were all 
>rery civil to me, and did me respectful homage. Yet I 
'^as very tired of their fine speeches, and felt it beau- 
^Qup cPhonneur mats pen de plaisir^ to be set up io 
state for three hours receiving their addresses. Joan of 
JLrc was in waiting, and looked very grand. She is a 
good creature, and I believe attached to me very sin- 
cerely; but oh! mein Got, she is wearisome sometimes. 
Job would have got into a passion wid her, I ani sure. 

Addio for the present May all good attend you, my 
dear. C P, 



The Princess qf Wales to the same. 

My Dear : 1 am much shocked to be under the 

necessity of so soon encroaching upon your leisure hours. 
You will be sorry to hear that Mr. S, L. Bernard has 
broke a blood vessel, and the faculty have ordered him 
to go almost immediately into the country for his re- 
covery. But as his place in the War Office keeps him 
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SO confined that he is never able to breathe the fresh 
his family is anxious, if it were possible, for him to 
tain the situation of barrack-master, which is unde 
to be in the gift of Mr. Arbuthnot, in the enviroi 
ten or thirty miles from London; as the close con 
ment, and the very laborious appointment he holds u 
Government, would otherwise soon put an end to 
existence. You will, I am sure, therefore, be ki 

enough, my dear , to write in my name to M*. 

Arbuthnot, to wish him joy on his nuptials,, and 
trusted he would be in good humour to grant my req 
that the first vacancy which may occur in the de 
ment near London, in the place of barrack-master, wool 
be given to Mr. Bernard. I understand that Mr. 
buthnol is at this moment at his new uncle's, Lord Weit- 
morcland*s, at Apethorpe. I must also mention that Mr. 
Bernard does not wish to have his present situation talna 
away, until he is certain of another; and the businesBit 
the War Office being so great now, he cannot venture to 
ask leave of absence for several months; and he is under 
the apprehension in that case to leave his present situfr 
tion. 1 venture to hope that my request will be granted 
by Mr. Arbuthnot; pray let me know as 0OOB as 700 
receive his answer. 

Lady Oxford, poor soul, is more in love this time thto 
she has ever been before. She was with me tho other 
evening, and Lord Byron was so cross to her (his Lord- 
ship not being in a good mood), that she was crying in 
the ante-room. Only imagine if any one but myself hid 
discovered the fair Niobe in tears! What a good story it 
would have made about the town next day! for who 
could have kept such an anecdote secret? 

Believe me for ever yours, C. P. 

The Princess of Wales to the same. 

Dear : I was happy to learn your safe arrifal 

at . 1 have no news to tell you, except Mademoi- 
selle Grammont's marriage to Lord Ossulston. Tbi 
Devonshires speak of it as certain. The wedding clotlti 
are bought, and the young people are desperaiefy^ 
tached, and pledged to each other. The opposition il 
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Jkfd father, Lord Tankerville, however, still continues, 
jkid the ceremony has been twice put off after the day 
fixed. Of scandal there is an abundance afloat as 

al, and I suppose some of these reports have reached 

Indeed, that makes me almost fear to repeat them, 

it be to you a twice-told tale. But 1 take my chance 

irf this. Much is said of Lord T n's attentions to 

the young Duchess of R d. Lady T n is evi- 

itently very sad, poor woman; and her husband's atten- 
tions are certainly not directed towards herself. 

The report about Mrs. Siddons and Lawrence I al- 
ways thought most shameful, and never believed it, and 
lejoicc that it has proved to be false. 

Lord L n has made, I am told, great offers to Miss 

H n, the authoress, to tempt her to undertake the 

superintendence of the education of his children. If she 
consents, they will be fortunate, should she be bijt half 
as sensible as her excellent book on education. Lady 

L 's desertion of her children and husband, once so 

beloved, is disgraceful. 

There is at present one universal topic of conversation 
in London — the young Koscius, and but one opinion 
about him, that he is an extraordinary creature — an ex- 
quisite actor — and, for his age, a prodigy. People quite 
rave about him, and the houses overflow; but 1 have not 
yet been to see him. I seldom feel curiosity to see what 
all the world are mad about. 1 have a spirit of contra- 
diction in me, which makes me feel I should very likely 
differ from the multitude in my opinion of this pheno- 
menon. Adieu, ma ch6re; forgive my long prose j and 
believe me, ever, your attached C P. 



The Princess of Wales to the same. 

Mr DEAR : I hope you will be able to dine 

with me to-morrow, as I have got together what 1 trust 
may be a pleasant party, if the people choose to be agree- 
able; but that is always a doubtful question — so oflen 
pleasant folks are very dull, and stupid ones the con- 
Kmry: the last exert themselves to do their joe/i7 /?owt- 
ife, whilst the others, with greater means, will not 
Vol. II.— 5 
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condescend to pour out of their abundance. Honrever^ 
let us hope all the wits and wise heads I have collected 
for my little parly to-morrow will be communicative; 
and do let me have the pleasurcof your company, chiiti 

The Duchess of Gordon's is the only house open jolt 
now, and people are all so busy about de tiresome poli- 
tics^ i\ey think of noting else. Lord Gwydir and Lady 
Willoughby are here, till the government is settled. 
There is anoder examination of the physicians by the 
Privy Council to-day, and Parliament meets to-morrow 
and will not adjourn till something is settled. Some 
people think the King will die, others that he will re- 
main as he is; but at his age a complete recovery is not 
to be hoped, though the royal family have most wonde^ 
ful constitutions. As to me, no changes, i icel sure, will 
make any difference in my lot; so 1 remain very indif- 
ferent to them all. The world is decidedly cutting me, 
right and left, since my poor uncle's relapse. Mais qut 
vouleZ'VOus? — 'tis the way of the world. 

Miss Qwenson makes a great sensation at the Priory. 
I hear she is pretty, and she tings, dances, and performs 

all sorts of feats. Au revoir, dear , and believe me, 

yours affectionatel}', C. P. 

The Princess of Wales to the same, 

Friday, Black heith. 

Dear : Here I am again, in the solitude of this 

sequestered place. 1 found it useless to remain in Lon- 
don, for every one has flown away, the. poor King's in- 
creased illness having put a stop to all gaieties. Every 
body thinks he is going to die. Though he is not able 
to befriend me, yet 1 shall feel more desolate still when 
he is gone, and there will then be no restrictions on the 
tyranny of the Regent. 

I am not a coward, dear , and tink I could bear 

most suffering; yet I felt my heart smite the other day 
when I read a curious letter, sent me by an anonymous^ 
written well, and full of fearful predictions as to my f|h 
ture fate. I cannot suppose why it was sent me, sioM 
€fe writer asked for no money or bribe, nor appeared t^ 
wish me evil, but rather to lament my fate. 
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, Amongst other things it contained, the writer said, — 
when I was Queen I should not be suffered to remain at 
Kensington, for that that would be too near the other 
Cckirt; and meaning, 1 suppose, that two Kings of Brent* 
fard could not reign peacably together. My informer 
ibo said they thought I might very likely be sent to 
Holyrood House, and play the part of a second Mary 

Queen of Scots. What tink you, dear , of this 

•Crange infelligence? 

Every body except me is longifig fbr the change, and 
hoping they know not what from the poor old King's 
death. The Duchess of Gordon is at home to whist 
players, au resie there is not a door open in London, I 
believe; find people have disputed with Taylor about 
the opera subscriptions, and there has only been two 
operas, with nobody at them, as none of the boxes are 
taken this year. In short, all is bouieversi, and Hea- 
ven knows w/io or what will set things in order again. 

So old Queensberry is dead at last! J had a weak- 
ness for him, and so I believe he had for meu I hear 
General Wemyss is to have a lawsuit with Lord We- 
myas about the succession, which he thinks he has a 
right to. The Duke's disposal of his money is very 
confused, and there are so many revocations, after he 
has left the legacies, nobody knows who has got any- 
thing. Lord Yarmouth gets the chief part, or rather 
his chire moiiiS. 

I have been much tormented lately by the advice of 
different friends — some commending my plans — some 
abusing me and telling me I was ill-advised, and my 
time ill-chosen for bringing forward my wrongs. Think 
of Miss telling me de oder day that the royal fa- 
mily never abused me; I laughed in her face and said, 
" Does it not rain?'' pointing out of the window when 
it was pouring: she looked very foolish, and held her 
tongue ever after. Yet, do you know, though she talked 
nonsense, I have been thinking^ also that every body is 
BO busy about the war just now, and Government is very 
Mrong, so that perhaps it would be well to relirer mon 
^ingie du jeu till the question of the Catholics, East 
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India Charter, &c., is decided, pour mieux ^ati/er, tod |^ 
shall consult wiser heads than mine thereon. 

People can't attend to minor things. The King may 
die, or there may be a peace, or a destruction of the 
<^ Beast," as Lewis calls Buonaparte, which might all be 
in my favour, as making more money going; and 1 
should gain praise from de publick by enduring mj 
present state patiently a few months longer perhaps, and 
at present it would be considered quite a party quet 
Hon, not concerning <ne individually. 

Think of the impertinence, dear, of Lady Oxford 
saying to me, " I wish the Princess Charlotte would 
learn to curtesy, for she has a most familiar nod that is 
not at all royal." I made her no answer. * 

And now, dear , you will be weary of this eter- 
nal letter, so I will say adieu for the present, and beg 
you to believe me, yours, affectionately, C. P. 

From the Princess of Wales to the same. 

Dear. : 1 fear you have thought me very un- 
kind not to have written to you before this; but I have 
been so annoyed about my daughter. Princess Charlotte, 
I have not had power to tink of anything else. She 
was very unwell for some days, and though I begged 
hard, the Regent and the old stony-hearted Queen wouM 
not let me see her. 

To tell you God's truth, I know not how long I shall 
be able to go on bearing all my sorrows. Come to nQe 
at Kensington on Tuesday next, at three o'clock, and I 
will then tell you more; till then adieu. I reserve all 
the rest of my budget for vive voix, and remain yours, 
&c., C. P. 

P.S. My poor daughter wrote to me to tell me how 
she did herself every day, knowing the barbarity of 
those about her who would not let me go to her. 

The Princess of Wales to the same. 

Dated KensingtoD. 

Why did you not come last evening to Rosamond's 
Bower, as Lewis calls this refuge for the detlitute 
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.Princes and Princesses? I had Lord Byron and the 
dear Gells, and Craven and Lady Oxford, Mr. Beau- 
derk and Lord Henry, and we were very merry I as- 
Mre you. It was daylight before we parted. We had 
also, I forgot to say, a General Zublikoff, just imported 
from Russia, who was an excellent person for Gell to 
play off his witticisms upon, and he made the most of 
the opportunity. He told him the Regent was dying 
of love for Lady Dartmouth, and that she was the 
reigning favourite just now, and ihe goddess to whom 
he should pay court if he wanted a favourable reception 
from the Prince. The goose believed it all like gospel, 
and amused us very much with his innocence and igno- 
rance. 

To speak of more sad and serious matters, I have not 
seen Princess Charlotte for nearly five months. She is 
outrageous at the thoughts of leaving this country, and 
her unnatural father assured her that she never would 
have an. establishment in this country; but I have ad- 
vised her to be firm, and not frightened, and I think she 
will conquer. She is no child of mine if she submit to 
such tyranny. 

I went yesterday to the meeting annually held of the 
National Education. I went with Lady Elizabeth 
Whitbread, and I was well received and applauded, 
which I know it will give your kind heart pleasure to 
learn; also Mr. Whiibread did make me a very pretty 
speech. I had Lady Charlotte Lindsay and Lady Car- 
narvon to escort me, and sat by the Dukes of Sussex 
and Kent — the first chairman of the meeting. There — 
what will the Regent say to that? I hear the Grand 
Duchess is charming in her manners, and has a sort of 
intelligence which my informer (1 suppose forgetting 
he spoke to one of the unfortunate race) said was quite 
new in de Princess line. After this, I need scarcely 
say it was Mr. Ward who made dis speech. The Duch- 
ess held a drawing-room at Devonshire House the other 
evening. 1 never have signe de vie now from any of 
dat aet, I mean G. L— w, W. C— «, — oh no! dey are too 
wiBe to court de setting sun. 
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I am interrupted, so good bye. Croyez mat pour k 
vie, yours, most affectionately, C, P. 

The Princess of Wales to the same. 

My dear : After a second reflection, which the 

moralists assure us is the best of ally I shall be satisfied 
with the sum of ^6300, as I verily believe dBSOO is quite 
out of the reach of possibility at this period. I am much 
Borry for all the dreadful trouble I put >outoonmjr 
miserable account. 

You will be sorry to hear of Mrs. Beauclerk having 
lost her youngest son, in consequence of which she is in 
the greatest affliction. It was quite unexpected. 

I am afraid I shall not have the pleasure to see you 
to-morrow at Lady Anne Barnard's breakfast, as I intend 
to send an excuse, knowing it will be a very dull party 
there. I cannot begin my day with tiresome people. 
I hope you will be able to come to Kensington on Fri- 
day, on which evening T. Campbell promised me to read 
his lectures to us. In case you meet my mother at Lady 
A. Barnard's, I prepare you that she intends to pay you 
visits, and to ask you often to the house to dinner; now, 
as her parties, dear good soul, are rigorously dull, I 
should think the most prudent way would be that you 
inform her that you are to be absent from town for some 
time, to avoid being made a victim of; her entertain- 
ments are de dullest evpr invented. I am out of favour, 
but really I do not deserve it, so 1 try not to trouble my 
poor head with unnecessary evils, having so much to 
plague me that I cannot get rid of. I give a dinner on 
Sunday the 28th to Lord Grey and the Duke of Glou- 
cester. Think you dal would be a party that would 

suit the ? And now I will not tire you any longer, 

but only wish you much amusement at your ball, dinner, 
and concert. I remain, yours, &c. C. P. 

In reading the above letter it is impossible not to 
regret how many advantages the unhappy writer of it 
threw away and contemned. For instance: the Princesa 
never would avail herself of the kind protection of respec- 
table persons, unless they happened to amuse her. She 
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had an aversion to dulness; and would have risked solid 
benefits to gratify her thirst for amusement for a few 
passing moments. 

The Princess of Wales to the same. 

October 9th, 1813. 

Nothing but discretion has prevented me from writing 

sooner to you, my dear , and also having had no 

pleasant news to entertain you with. Sir Harry Engle* 
field has left under my care a most beautiful maroon 
morocco portfolio for you, wherein all the witticisms, 
songs, and drawings have been collected for your peru- 
sal ; but Mrs. Arbuthnot, who has left town for five 
weeks, is the cause of my not sending it to you. The 

never came to take leave of me, though they told 

Miss Garth that they intended to do so: — ainsi va le 
monde. I am becoming more and more insignificant 
every day, and cannot say I feel sure of having a single 
friend in England! It is a melancholy position, my 
dear — '• — , to be thus isol^^ but I must bear my fate, and 
keep up a good courage so long as I can. How long 
that may be, God he knows. 1 am ashamed of wearying 

you with my lucubrations, dear , but you are always 

indulgent to my miserable &^lf, and truly one must co{i- 
fide one's sorrows to somebody. 

Mr. Ward has been in town since ten days-, but he 
has not honoured Kensington with his witticisms and sar- 
casms. I was told the Regent wished to turn him away 
from me; dat is possible, but it would not break my 
heart; he is such an odd being, one cannot depend upon 
him. 

We go on here at Kensington in a humdrwni way, 
and many days I dine by myself in my little room, and 
see only my two deputy guardian angels, only that they 
may see I am alive and well. The following week will 
be a little more lively, as dear Lady Glenbervie will 
take charge of my welfare, my soul and my mind, and 
all my earthly worth and celestial. By the frank which 
this letter will receive, you will see who dines with me 
to-day, and that we are still in expectation of the gentle 
Devons. Believe me, ever yours, C. P. 
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The Princess of JVales to the same. 

My Dear : I send you back your paper, and I 

shall take care of the letter concerning our plan 

about our mutual friend's letters to be published. I have 
some particular reason that the title should be "Genu- 
ine Documents found amongst the papers of the ever-to- 
be-lamented Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr. Spencer 
Perceval, and that in the year 1806, on the lllh of 
June, Mr. Perceval undertook the charge of very valua- 
ble letters and papers which were in the Princess's pos- 
session from the period that she came to this country, 
till the demise of Mr. Perceval. No other inducement 
can he the motive of laying them before the eyes of the 
public, but to show how much this illustrious personage 
has suffered from the traducers and slanderers of her 
honour; and cvevy British heart will feel the justice of 
her cause, and espouse it with energy and vigour." 

This is only a rough sketch of the picture; I shall 
write to you more at length next Monday. I wish I 
could see you for an hour, as I think by word of mouth 
everything is better explained. 

Ever yours, &c. C. P. 



T/ie Princess of PTa/es to the same. 

I HAVE been much amused with your remark con- 
cerning husbands, and I trust, dear , you will retain 

the same sentiment for ever, as I all my life thought 
husbands were only a creditable evil, and men in gene- 
ral a necessary plague. But so much about nothing. 

I send you the enclosed answer from Messrs. Drum- 
mond, which is a very laconic one. I am still in hopes 
that H , by his influence, will succeed in my nego- 
tiation, as I really should not know how to turn myself 
if it should not succeed. I must tell you an unpleasant 
circimistance which occurred to me the other evening. 

I was in the ante-room; Mr. M and Lord L 

were talking together in the drawing-room, waiting for 

me, and I heard Lord L say, «< The Princess is so 

vain and foolish, no one can do her any good; her Eng- 
lish is the most ridiculous language any one ever made 



1^BINC£8S OF WALES. 57 

Vise of, and I could scarcely help laughing the other 
night, when she said to me, * Give me my wails/ ^' 

I did not stay to listen to any more of what these 
treacherous " friends^ of mine might have to isay about 
me, but I thought to myself, then why do you come so 
often to my dinners, &c., and I determined they should 
not be asked again in a hurry. However, I went in to 
them, and tried to be as civil as I could, but I felt furious 
when they made me fine compliments, and I soon diiv 
missed them. So much for courtiers. I send you 
Madame De StaePs pamphlet, and remain yours, 

C. P. 



The Princess qf Wales to the same. » 
My Dear : I have been busy all this week try- 
ing to make up a match for Lady A. H . I have 

set my heart on getting her married some how or other 
to some man; she would be so much more agreeable if 
she was married ; at present she is so full of old 
maid's whims and prudery, it is quite tiresome to be 
under her surveillance. 

Lady Oxford has no thought but for Lord B . I 

wonder if she will succeed in captivating him. She can 
be very agreeable when she pleases, but she has not 
pleased to come near me for this long time past; she Mb 
quite forgotten that Kensington Palace used to be a con- 
venient place to see certain folks, and be seen by them; 
n^importesy ga tn^est bien igal; she does not make ie 
pluis on le beau temps to me, only it shows what her 
friendship is worth, and how little gratitude there is in 
her nature. Lord Rivers, I think, is a little mad, but 

very interesting. Lady is in a great fright that 

Sir W. G is falling in love with her. I do not see 

the tender passion growing, but perhaps I am short- 
sighted: Lady is not apt to be vain. I wish you 

good night, my dear; my eyes are beginning to gather 
straws, as you English say, so no more from yours, &c. 



The Princess of Wales to the same. 
Last night I gathered together, my dear, a room full 
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of people, and when I did look round at tiiem, I laid to 
myself, it guoi boa this dull assemblage of tiresomt 
people? and it so happened they were all uglj^^ and 1 
longed to get them out of my sight* yet I could not send 
dem away, having made them come. De fuel is, I know 
not what to do; I am tired, or rather sad, because I have 
no grande int6rSt to busy myself with. A Princess, 
and no Princess — a married woman, and no husband, or 
worse than none! — never was there a poor devil in such 
a plight as 1 am. 

Lady Euphemia Stewart, that old comm^re, talked to 
me till 1 thought my ears never would be able to hear 
again. She thought I listened. Well, no matter. What 
think you I did? I dare say they all said 1 was mad. 
1 sent them all away, ordered the carriages, and set off 
wid a chosen few to the play. The 6rst one made me 
cry; and, strange to tell you, I felt a satisfaction in being 
able to weep. And den de second piece was a farce, and 
it made me laugh; so dat amusement compensated for 
the dullification of the first part of the night. Little 
Lewis came into the box: he afiected to be sentimental; 
dat is always laughable in him, and I quizzed him. I 
do not think he enjoyed the fun. 

My dragon ne de Virtue has been sick for some days, 
80 I am in the utmost danger of being run away with by 
some of the enchanters who come to relieve locked-up 
Princesses. No hopes of getting the dragonne married; 
no one will venture to espouse Joan of Arc Dey are all 
afraid of de Amazon, and I am not much surprised. 

Ever yours, C. P. 



From the Princess of Wales to the same. 

I SHALL see Mr. Brougham next Sunday, as he is my 
counsellor and chief adviser. He thinks it his duty first 
to inform me of it before he gives his final answer in the 
newspapers. 

Many thanks for the interest you have taken in the 
unexpected event of my brother's death. It was a happy 
release for him, as he was in a delicate state of health 
fronii his cradle. My mother has not sufiered in the least 
from this occurrence. 
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I have just been calling at Lady Oxford's door to in- 
luire for her and the new-born little ruffian; both are 
Icing well. The only news I can tell you i?, that the 

Duchess of R is going to lie in of a tnarvetlous child. 

Her husband is as old as de hills; but no one says any 
harm of her; indeed she is universally extolled. 

I had almost forgotten, dear , to wish you a happy 

new year, which 1 now beg to do wid all my heatt, and 
remain yours, &c. C. P. 

The Princess of Wales to the^ame. 

August 7th, 1814. 

: .? r on the eve of sailing, which will be to-morrow 
evf ':;.;. «=»s ?he wind is favourable, in the Jason frigate. 
A T ; « .- ftfi^ is to convey all our baggage, luggage, and 
Lafii -r'" ^f^iJtain King represents Jason himself. Only 

tifrk, -r-f dear , what His Royal Highness de Duke 

of said to him: " You are going to take de Princess 

of Walc^ in your ship. You be a d d fool if you do 

not make love to her.'' Mein Got ! dat is de morality 
of my broders- in-law. 

I rejoice in the thought of so soon being far off from 
all of dem. I shall be at Brunswick, Deo volenfe, by 
the 15th. I intend only to remain in my native country 
ten or fifteen days, after which I shall set out for Switzer- 
land. My intention also is to remain at Naples for the 
winter. 1 transcribe the following quiz on the Emperor 
for your amusement, and have no^iing else to say worthy 
of you. I will only add that I hope you will take my 
best wishes for your happiness and welfare, till we meet 
again. With these sentiments I remain for ever, 

Yours, &c. C. P. 

Cap9 •f Me Testament de Napoleon, written in the Princess of Walee's 

handwriting, 

Je \hgfOBd aux Enfers mon g^nie ; 

Mes exploits aux aventuriere ; 

A mes partisans infamie ; 

Le grand livre & mes cr^anciers ; 

Aux Francois I'horreur de mes crimes ; 

Mon exemple & tons les tyrans ; 

La France ^ ses Rois legitimes, 

£t rhtepital & mes parens. Nafolbon BuoiUFAaTC. 
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P.S. — The second Prince of Orange is just arrived in 
London. He is of the same age as my daughter, and 1 
should nut be much surprised that this marriage would 
take place soon, as Princess Charlotte would certainly. |i<g 
not be under the necessity to leave her native country, 
he being not the successor, only the second son. |^« 

Telemachus shall meet me at Brunswick, and take the 
place of my old sgint. I have been dreadfully tormented 
by Whitbread and Brougham about my going abroad. 
Atais bouche close! Once more, Addio^ touie A votis. 

C. P. 






The Princess of Wales to the same, 

26 da Marfl, 1815. 

Ma chere : Je viensd'arriver k Gfenesce matin 

dans une maison d61icieuse pr^s de la mer. Un jardin 
divin. Lord et Lady Glenbervi dine aujourd'hui chez 
moi; ils sont mes meiileurs amis, mais je les trouve tons 
les deux chang6s. Pour la politique il faut que je sois 
bouche close. Car, h^las! j'ai trop bien vu des choses 
pour me faire croire toute chose possible k l'6gard de 
Murat et de sa Dame. Le bon Sicard a 6t6 oblig6 de se 
rendre en Angleterre pour quelques mois ainsi toute la 
besogne des arrangemens de famille retombe sur moi. 

Lady de F est d6ji k Londres ayant fini ses cbasses* 

sur le continent. Monsieur Craven est avec sa mire. 

Sir W a la goutte. Voili toute mon histoire. 

&c. &c. C. P. 



The Princess of Wales to the same. 

(No Dtte.) 

My dear : Many thanks for all the trouble you 

have taken about houses. I hope I have at last found 
one to put myself, my guardian angels, and all my goods 

and chattels in. did come this morning prosing, 

and saying My Royal Highness ought not to leave Ken- 
sington Palace: — as if dere were protection and honour 
in these old walls! No, no; I must and will leave dis 
royal hospital for the decayed and poor royalties, and 
live in some more cheerful situation, and one where my 

* In allttsioD to that lady halving hanted wiUi Uie court at Na^des. 
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ends can come to me without paying de toll at the 
mpike-gate. Dey would like to have me always shut 
} in dis convent. Out of der mind^ out of der sight^ 
ky dear. But I will not submit. 

I send for your edification a criticism that has lately 
eached me, and remain for ever, your affectionate 

C. P. 

P.S. — I have made Joan copy out the vers. 

THE COSTUME OF THE MINISTERS. 

Having sent off the troops of bold Major Caroac, 

With a swinging horse-tail at each valorous back, * 

And such belnicts, God bless as! as never decked any 

Male creature before, except Signer Giovanni. 

•* Let's see,'* said the R — g — nt, like litus perplex'd 

With the duties of empire, "whom shall I dress next?" 

He looks in the glass, but perfection is there — 

Wig, whiskers, and chin tufls ail right to a hair! 

Not a. single ex-curl on his forehead he traces, 

(For curls are like ministers, strange as the case is. 

The falser they are, the more firm in their places.) 

His coat he next views; but the cout who could doubt? 

For his Yarmouth's own Frenchified hand cut it out! 

Every pucker and seam were made matters of state, 

And a grand household council was held on each plait 

In short, such a vein of perfection ran through him. 

His figure, /or once, was a sinecure to him. 

Then whom shall he dress? Shall he new rig his brother, 

Great C — mb — rl — nd*s Duke, with some kickshaw or other, 

And kindly invent him more Christian-like shapes 

For his feather-bed neckcloths and pillory capes? 

Ah! no, here his ardour would meet such delays, 

For the Duke had been lately packed up in new stays — 

So complete for the winter, he saw very plain 

'Twould be devilish hard work to unpack him again. 

So what's to be done? There^s the ministers, bless 'em. 

As he made the poppets, why should not he dress 'em? 

An excellent thought! Call the tailors; be nimble; 

While Y — rm h sha.ll give us, in spite of all quizzers, 

The last Paris cut with his true Gallic scissors. 

So saying he calls C — st — r — gh, and the rest 

Of his hesven-born statesmen to come and be drest; 

While Y — rm h with snip-like and brisk expedition. 

Cuts up, all at once, a lar|;e Catholic petition 

In long tailors' measures, (the Prince crying ** Welldono! 

And first put in hand my Lord Chancellor fi. L. D. 0*ff") 

The Princess of Wales to the same. 
Mr DEAR : I am very sorry to hear of your be- 
ing ill. Pray send me word how you are by return of 
Vol. 11.— 6 
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my messenger, as I shall be extremely anxious to hear 
you are better. 

Only tink what de courtier Lord M-^ a did de oder 

night. When Lady Charlotte Lindsay go to Carlton 
House she forget to take her credentials with her. So 
when dat preux Chevalier ask for it, she say she hare 
left it at home by mistake; yet Milord will not let her 
in, though he is inlime wid her, and she have to return 

and fetch de card of invitation before Lord M a will 

let her enter de presence of de Great Mogul! So much 
for de courtesy of dis polite gentleman; it does not 
reflect honour on de lessons he have received from his 
royal master. Enough about nothing, my dear, from 
your C. P. 

The Princess of Wales to the same. 

Dear : Pray do me the favour to accept and 

wear de accompanying gown, and when you are in de 
ball at Carlton House tink of me, and wish me well. 
For ever your aflectionate C. P. 

The above brief note is full of matter for reflection 
and comment. In the first place it is a proof of the 
Princess's generosity of feeling, as well as her liberality 
of ideas in pecuniary matters. She always had pleasure 
in giving to those of her ladies whom she considered to 
be in want of her generosity. But the occasion on 
which the foregoing note was written was one in which 
she displayed great magnanimity of character and nobi- 
lity of disposition. AH Her Royal Highness's ladies 
had been invited to a fete by the Prince Regent, from 
which she was herself excluded: yet she took that op- 
portunity to give them a proof of her regard, by pre- 
senting them all with very handsome dresses. Such 
traits of character should be set forth, and receive the 
public homage due to their merit. 

The Princess of Wales to the same. 
My dear — ^ — : What shall I say — dat I am in low 
spirits? It will only vex your kind heart to hear of 
my being unhappy. Yet, h61as! it is the only news I 
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• 

[1 offer for your amusement. But it is so long since I 
ve had the pleasure of seeing you, or hearing anyting 
out yoiiy dat I must trouble you with a few lines, to 
k you to let me have de satisfaction of hearing of your 
elfare; and also let you know that such a person as I 
ill exist on de face of der terrestrial globe. 

I have lived very quiet since I saw you last, and no 
ne has intruded demselves upon my solitude; unless I 

show dem ce knife and fork no company has come 
E> Kensington or Blackheath, and neither my purse nor 
ly spirits can always afford to hang out de offer of ^' An 
rdinary." 

I have seen my daughter once; she do not look well, 
nd I tink dey not love her very much, poor soul, but 

no say anything to make her grumble; it is best she 
hould be satisfied with what is. She sees little of the 
iultan, and he do not take the way to win her heart, 
dais 9a lui est bien 6gal k ce qui paroit; however, he 
(lay repent his conduct some day. 

I heard of Lady at a ball de oder night, dressed 

1 a curious costume. Her beauty is quite fl6trie com me 
ne rose pass6; but she has all de perfume dat flower 
las when it is dead; she is tr^s aimable et bonne, but 
letween you and I and dis sheet of paper, voild tout; 
he will never set fire to de Thames. 

Next month JLady G. Lindsay will take de charge of 
ny soul and body, which she always do well, and she 
s very witty, and amuses me. 

I send you some verses Sidney Smith wrote on Lady 

's parasol; pray ornament your scrapbook with the 

productions of dis worthy man, and believe me for ever 
o remain, your affectionate, G» P. 

To Lady ^s Parasol, by S. S. 

Detested shade ! thou that dost oft begraile 
My watchful eyes of many a winning smile, 
Why dost thou spread thy silken arch above 
Her dazzling face, and dim the light of love 7 
Why hide the wandering sun-beams from her eyes 7 
No gem so bright the wand*ring sun^beam spies. 
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Why stop the breezes from their fleeting Uim? 

No lips so sweet the fleetine breezes kiss. 

'Twere something worth, if thy soft gloom could stay hti 

The gazing soul, and cloud the inward day — 

Could veil that form that thrills my inward breast. 

And give me days of ease, and nights of rest 
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From the Princess of Wales to the same. 

Mr Dear : 1 did much regret your abwncc 

from my little party last night, for we were all very 
merry. The Gell, Berry, Sidney Smith, Lewis, Lady 
Oxford {De Miscellany Harleyan^ as all de world does 
call her now,) and Milord Byron, did make it very 
pleasant ; and we all laugh till we cry. Lewis did play j'^ 
de part of Cupidon, which amuse us, as you will sup- 
pose. He is grown so embonpoint, he is more droll 
than ever in dat character; but he tink himself charm- I? 
ing, and look so happy when he make les yeux doux to y 
the pretty ladies, dat it is cruel to tell him, << You arc 
in de paradise of de fools," so me let him sigh on to My 
Lady Oxford, which do torment Lord Byron, who 
wanted to talk wid her, and never could contrive it. 

Lady Anne is en petite 8ant6 just now; she is truly 
interesting; yet, as your song says, << Nobody's coming 
to marry her," nor I fear never will; so I and Joaa 
shall live and die together, like two turtle-doves, or 
rather like dem two foolish women, Lady Eleanor 
Butler and Mile. Poneoiiby, who must be mad, I 
should think, to choose to leave the world, and set up in 
a hermitage in Wales, — mais chacun a son goQt, — it 

would not be mine. My dear , I do dread being 

married to a lady friend. Men are tyrants, mais de 
women — ^heaven help us! dey are vrais Neros over 
those they rule. No, no, — give me my sweet Prince, 
rather than a female governess. 

We are all so well, and in such good spirits, that we 
shall be at Wpl;thing on Thursday at five o'clock^ in the 
year of our I^d 1814, on the 26th of May. 

There are wonderful and astonishing reports in the 
great metropolis; that the Queen has written a letter to 
the Princess of Wales, by the instigation of the Prince 
Regent, that the Princess is not to appear at the draw* 
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ng-room; — and that the Princess of Wales has written 
L very spirited answer to the Queen, assuring her that 
ler determination was to go, for which reason nobody 
jelieves that there will be any drawing-room; but we 
vill talk of it at our meeting. 

So for the present I will only add dat 1 am your sin- 
lerely affectionate, • C. P. 

The Princess of Wales to the saf>ie. 

Como, Villa D'Esie, Friday. 

Thank you, 7na chlre^ for your kind letter, which I 
m afraid to answer, for I have so little to tell you ; 
iving here, as I do, wid my faithful little society, who 
re all composed of persons dat do not meddle wid de 
;rand monde^ which suits me better than if they 'did, 
ut which of course prevents my having much where- 
irith to entertain oders. I should be happy to see you 
1 my little nutshell, which is pretty and comfortable, 
nd my gardens are charmant. I lead quite a rural life, 
nd work in de garden myself, which do my body and 
lind both good. I am pretty well in health. Au 
este, toujours de mSme. 

1 heard from my daughter de oder day. She expect 
) be confined in November. She sent me some vers, 

e production of Lady 's genius for de muse, on 

le subject of dat interesting Prince, her husband, 
^erhaps it may amuse you to s^e what a courtier Lady 

is become. 'ffSh^ never write to me now; she has 

one wid de crowd, and turned her back upon de setting 
jn to worship the -rising planet; mais, she mistakes if 
le tink Charlotte will like her the better for not no*- 
cing de Princess of Wales. 

Pray give my compliments to Lady W '■■ — d^ if she 
I at Rome. She is always polite to me. 

And now, having no amusement to offer you, I will 
nly say that I am toujours your sincere friend, 

C. P. 
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On being desired by Princess Charlotte to wriie some 
lines on the Portrait qfher Husband. 

IMPROMPTU. 

The thoughtful hrow, the warrior mietii 
The look that speaks a soul serene ; 
The forehead's fine capacious bound. 
With intellectual beauty crowned; 
The pcnsiveness which seems to say 
That deep-felt bliss is never gay: 
Such is this image. May it be 
For e*cr as now, beloved by thee! 
United may ye ever live 
With all of joy that earth oan give — 
In soul, in thought, in spirit one; 
And when this earthly race is run. 
Translated to a higher sphere. 
Improve the bliss you tasted here. 
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Letter from Queen Caroline to the same, in reply to 
one addressed to her Majesty^ congratulating her 
on the glorious termination of her trial. 

I ASSURE you, my dear , no one's congratulations 

liave been more welcome to me than yours. I do in- 
deed feel thankful at having put my enemies to confu- 
sion, and received the justice my conduct and character 

deserved. Mais, hdlas, it comes too late, dear . 

Her who would have rejoiced wid me at her moder's 
triumph is losset to me; but she is in a much better 
world dan de present, and we shall «ieet soon I trust, 
for to tell you de truth I cannot expect much comfort 
nowhere so long as I shall live. No one, in fact, care 
for me; and this business has been more cared for as a 
political affair, dan as de cause of a poor forlorn woman. 
Mais n'importe! I ought to.be grateful; and I reflect 
on dese proceedings wid astonishment — car lis sont yrai- 
ment merveiileux. That I should have been saved out 
of the Philistine's hands is truly a miracle, considering 
de power of my enemies and deir chiefs, for noting was 
left undone dat could be done to destroy my character 
for evermore. 1 could tell you someting — oh! mein 
Gott! some day I will — but I cannot write dem. I feel 
very unwell, fatigued, and 6bay6; I wonder my head is 
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t quite bewildered wid all I have sufiered — and it is 
t over yet wid me. Dat cruel personage will never 
t me have peace so long as I stay in dis country: his 
incune is boundless against me. 

1 was sure you would rejoice at my glory, dear ; 

o one has been more true to me dan yourself at all 
meSy and you have not wasted your interest on an in- 
rate I assure you. 

Poor Joan of Arc has really proved herself true to de 
lame I used to give her pour me moquer d'elle. She 
las staid wid me through it all, and God he knows dat 
^^as no small trial. Poor soul! I hope he will reward 
ler for her courage. 

Many people call on me now who never did before, 
^'he .. ■ is one of those who has made me l*amende 
lonorable. I will not quarrel with their respect, though 
t is shown me rather late in de day, and when they 
annot well help it. 

I could prose for an hour to you, dear -, but will 

pare your patience, and my own eyes and head, which 
re both aching. 

So adieu, and believe me truly and afiectionately 
ours. Caroline, 
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Extract from a Letter of Princess Charlotte, dated 
Weymouth, 19 th August, 1815. 

I CANNOT close this letter without returning my best 
c^knowledgements for your condolence with, and inqui- 
res after me, in consequence of the fall of my glorious 
as well as much^loved) uncle. I bore it as, 1 trust, a 
Christian ought, bowing to the will of the all-wise Being; 
ut it was a grievous circumstance — a dreadful, an irre- 
nediable loss to me, for the great possess few real friends. 
n him I had a warm and constant one, allied, too, by 
he closest ties of blood. J loved him with the fondest 
fiection, and am confident he returned the sentiment, 
iis death was so glorious — so completely what he always 
lesired for himself — that if it was decreed he should so 
arly in life quit this world, he could not close his career 
nore gloriously or more worthy of a hero, as he was, 
nd of that father and that blood he descended from. 

Pardon me if I seem enthusiastic in my expressions; 
ut I confess this is a topic which warms every feeling 
f my heart and mind. You knew him [a word illegi- 
le] impartially if 1 say too much in his favour. My 
ealth 1 do not think has suffered from this shock; but 
have not been really well for some time past. 

[An illegible line.] 

I was much better for so doing last- year, and trust L 
lay derive equal benefit this; but 1 am still complain- 
ig, though 1 am not the least fanciful about my health; 
lat is a weakness I do not allow myself to indulge in, 
lough there are some which cannot be avoided by the 
4sest. I less regret than I otherwise should do your 
3maining abroad, for two reasons: the first is [illegible]; 
jcondly, there is at present so little chance, 1 may say 
one indeed, of our meeting, that it would only be tan- 
ilizing. Time, which is the sweet healer of all sorrows, 
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has mitigated and softened down my previous affliction! 
and distresses to a gentle mild melancholy and resigns 
tion; but the recollection of them cannot be effaced. 
What was at first (as you sensibly remark) the aggrava- 
tion of my sorrow is now my consolation. 

I trust my mother continues well, and that she has |^., 
not been very much shocked by the death of her brother. 
I hope she has got a letter. / was permiUed to wrilt 
to her on the sad event, &c. 

(Signed) Charlotte. 

The above letter does great credit to the head and 
heart of the royal writer. Who would not have ex- L 
pected that such warm affections, such natural and pious L 
reflections, must have ripened into a great and good |j 
character, had this young Princess lived to realize those 
expectations? but it pleased God to take her away /it 
may be, from the ills to come. 

•Another from Her Royal Highness to the samt^ 

dated Warwick House, 

Mr dear Miss Mercer brought me word of your return 

to , dear , and I write to ask you to be so kind 

as to do me the favor of coming to see me any day this 
week, from one till five, when you will be sure to find 
me at home in my own sitting-room. I wish very much 
to have the pleasure of seeing you again, and I also wish 
you to look at and give me your opinion of a portrait 
Hayter has been painting of me. It is reckoned like; 
but I do not feel flattered by it. Do not think me vain, 
and suppose I expect to be represented as a perfect beauty, 
because I am a Princess; but the fault 1 find with this 
picture is, that there is no sentiment in the expression, 
— it is quite a piece of still life, and rather cross^looking. 
I dare say I did look tired; for oh! it is very tiresoRie 
to sit for one's portrait. However, 1 ought to make 
allowances for the artist if he has failed^ for I know I 
was a y^ry bad sitter. 

So pretty B. 13 is married to Lord W. B . I 

hope she will be happy, and I hear much good said of 
her husband. I could have wished her a richer one; but 
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t is frequently not the best matches that turn out the 
iappiest. Talking of matches, I hear I am to be married 
x> die Prince of Orange; it is more than I know myself, 
[f you see my mother, please to tell her so, with my 
love. Have the goodness to send me word what day 
you can call on me, and believe me yours, most truly. 
(Signed) Charlotte. 

The portrait Her Royal Highness the Princess Char- 
lotte mentions in the above letter, is certainly the most 
Taithful likeness ever taken of her; but the Princess was 
not a very good judge of the fine arts, nor indeed of the 
merit of a portrait as such, to judge by the specimens 
which she had hanging up in her apartments, and which 
she admired. 1 remember once observing a picture 
which I thought was intended to represent the Duke of 

D , and upon my asking Miss K whose portrait 

it was, that lady replied, with courtier-like prudence, 
that it was the picture of the Pretender. There was a 
comical aptness in the expression she made use of, to the 
real person whom, I believe, the picture represented, at 
which I could scarcely restrain smiling. Perhaps it was 
the portrait of a Pretender in more senses than one. 

Extract from another Letter from Her Royal High- 
ness to the same. 

Thank you, dear , for having permitted me to 

peruse my mother's letter to you, though, indeed, its 
contents have made me feel very uncomfortable. 1 wish 
with all my heart things could be altered, or, at least, 
that she could be persuaded to feel more at peace, and, 
above all, more confidence in those who really have her 
interests at heart. If 1 could see you I would tell you 
why t do not write to her ; but I do not think it quite 
prudent to write all I feel upon this, to me, very painful 
circumstance. ' 

1 trust. Dr. will remain in the Princess's service, 

and am also led to hope that Lady C. C may join 

my mother again, i should feel much relieved by 
knowing that she had some English attendants with her 
in a foreign country. I ihink some of the others might 
Vol. II.— 7 
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have remained with her; but I am told they were all 
compelled, from circumstances in their own private 
affairs, to return to England. I think she would do 

well to secure Miss M as a temporary attendant 

She is trustworthy, I believe ; but you know my mother 
is not easily pleased. 

I cannot help thinking it was unlucky she ever left 
England ; yet 1 can fully enter into the motives she hid 
for so doing ; or rather the feelings which prompted 
her to seek change of scene. 

I have said too much on this subject, dear ; 

pray forgive me for having prosed so long. Thank you 
for your inquiries after my health. 1 am not so well as 
I ought to be, for indeed 1 have everything Xo make me 
both perfectly well and perfectly happy, and theae 
lesser evils sink before my greater blessings, and I hope 
to grow stronger as the warm weather advances. The 
Prince desires me to say something kind from him to 
yoj ; what shall that something be? I am no very 
ready scholar, so I will leave it to you to compose a 
pretty speech for him. All lean assure you of, and 
that with great sincerity, is, that my cara s]M)80 and 
myself are very truly yours. 

(Signed) C. P. S. C. 

This letter is a pleasing proof of Princess Charlotte's 
affection for her mother, and affords ample grounds for 
believing that, had they mutually been spared, each 
would have derived comfort and protection from the 
ether. In a very remarkable letter, (though a brief one,) 
given in the body of the Diary, Princess Charlotte 
laments her inability at that time to serve her mother, 
and there can be little doubt that, had she ever obtained 
the power to shield and succour the Princess of Wales, 
the will would not have been wanting. From all I ever 
heard or saw of Princess Charlotte's character, I can 
affirm that that which she proposed to do, she would 
have surmounted a world of difficulties to have per- 
formed ; and I am certain that the passive conduct she 
displayed towards her mother only proceeded from a 
feeling of inability to take any useful or effective steps 
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i her cause. There was both wisdom and propriety in 
le Princess's conduct during the whole of that most 
ainful epoch, when she was placed in such a situation 
B not to be able to defend one. of her parents, without 
laming or appearing to reprobate the other. It is well 
:novvn to several persons, however, what were Her 
loyal Highnesses real feelings on the subject, and to 
vhich individual her heart inc^ocd ; there is no doubt 
ihe leant with fond partiality towards her mother, and 
hat the chief reason of her having appeared so passive 
or many years, was that she had only waited a fit oppor- 
unity for supporting the Princess of Wales, and advo- 
cating her cause judiciously. 

From Ihe saine to the same. 

Dated Friday, Claremont 

My dear : Having so very lately troubled 

^ou with a letter, ^ will not be guilty of indiscretion in 
>laguing you with« another long one so soon. This is 
>nly a few lines, to hope you will be abje to do us the 
favour and pleasure of coming to us next Thursday, and, 
should you not find it too dully perhaps you would pro- 
ong your stay till Saturday. Our dinner hour being 
}even o'clock, and our rule that of everybody's follow- 
ng their own habits as to hours, and doing that which 
is most agreeable and comfortable to themselves, in order 
to make them feel as much at home as possible, it is not 
i/afon de parler to say that this is Liberty IJaU, and 
that we are only too happy to dispense with form and 
ceremony. 

I heard from my mother a few days ago ; she had 
reached Geneva, and was much pleased with her recep- 
tion there. I hope she will derive much benefit from 
her tour, mais je ne sfais ; at all events, change of air 
must do her health good. It would require more than 
novelty of place and society, I fear, to do her spirits 
service. However, I hope time and Providence may 
yet have much happiness in store for her. 

Adieu, my dear , and believe me yours, most 

sincerely and afiectionately, 

(Signed) C. P. S. C. 
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The great simplicity and unaffected style of the fore- 
going letters render them exceedingly interesting, ai 
being the production of a royal personage. And they 
are a. true index of the Princess's mind, which was, like 
them, true, natural, and kind. But Her Royal High- 
ness mistook, when she promised her correspondent 
should find no form or ceremony at Claremont, for it 
was far otherwise, whatever the Princess might have 
wished on that point l^ere was another person, whose 
will was paramount to hers, and who considered, and 
perhaps with justice, that it was not advisable to dis- 
pense with all observance of etiquette, and the circle 
was by no means without form and stiffness. It was re- 
marked by persons who were present, that the Prince 
never quitted the Princess for a single moment when 
she was in company, and Her Royal Highness seldom, 
if ever, saw anybody alone after her marriage; her hus- 
band was always present, and the chief favourite of the 
Princess Charlotte, Miss M. E 1, who was accus- 
tomed formerly to go straight to her Royal Highness's 
private apartment, was always subsequently shown into 
the public reception rooms, and made to await there the 
announcement that Their Royal Highnesses were ready 
to receive her. 

It was a singular fact, that the heiress apparent to the 
throne was not permitted to have an establishment in 
any degree suited to her rank, and that the Princess 
Charlotte had no regular attendants. Certainly, every 
means were taken to keep her in subjection, and there 
can be no doubt that the ^< rising sun" was an eye-sore 
to the Regent, more especially as it was the daughter of 
the Princess of Wales who was to be his successor. 
And both Princess Charlotte and her husband evinced 
much discretion and forbearance, in the dignified man- 
ner in which they avoided causing any tumult in the 
country, by attempting to enforce their rights, or asking 
for the dignities and privileges to which they bad a 
claim. 
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Letter from M. O. Lewis. 

Edinburgh, Febraary 14th. 

Dear : I received your letter at Inverary Cas- 

, where I was too much occupied to write to any per- 
I, with the exception of my mother. I am now again 
)n the wing, and only intend to sojourn for a day or 
) in this northern capital, which is at present quite 
erted, all the choice spirits having quitted it to seek 
en groves and rural sights. We had a very pleasant 
ty at Inverary. Besides the family there were Tom 

jridan and pretty Mrs, G and C -d, who were 

using us idlers with their tender glances at each other. 

tn was in great force, and wrote verses without end. 

owing that you are curious in these matters, I trans- 

to you his "last" upon Lady , which, 1 think^ 

I please you. This must be a very short epistle, as 
m charged with commissions to execute for Lady 

— and Mrs. and Miss . I am in great re- 

;st among the ladies, I beg to assure you, and also 

I I am ever faithfully yours, M. G. Lewis. 

?. S. I send you the verses written in Tom^a own 
id, so you may give the autograph copy, if it so 

ase you, to your friend ^ who is collecting such 

tters. 



7! Sheridan to Lady 



Mark*d you not how that inorn, when all around 
The driving snow had blanoh*d the shivering gronndi 
When zephyr's gentle call great nature heard, 
How quick each struggling plant and shrub she rear'd; 
Woke the mute grove, revivM the drooping flocks, 
And shook the tempest from her verdaiit locks? 

So when sad thonghts of joy for ever flown, 
Or self-reproach for fbllies still ray own. 
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Drives o*er my shrinking hesrt; and bitter truth 
Chills the wild, thoughtless spirit of my youth; 
Thy magic skill, with music's thrilling charm, 
Dispels the storm; my trembling senses warm; 
Bright hopes like springing flow*rets deck my way, 
My breast is sunshine, and the world again runs gaj. 



Letter from M. G. LewiSy Esq, 

Mr DEAR : I should have answered your kind 

letter before now, but that I have been so gay I have not 
had a moment to spare to absent friends. There's an 
honest confession for you! Well, I will not waste my 
paper in composing appropriate excuses, but endeavour 
to be as amusing as I can. In the first place I must tell 
you that I have lived a great deal at Kensington, and 
that 1 am happy to say the Princess looks well, and ap- 
pears in good spirits. People, of course, never talk of 
anything but Her Hoyal Highness's letter, and I fancy 
for all she will make of it she might as well have let it 
alone. Questionless she has been hardly used; but for 
all that, she does wrong to make herself the tool of a 
party, if it is by the Opposition she has been instigated 
to this measure. As for the letter itself, the first im- 
pression it gave me was its being too long. I would 
have imagined she must have composed it herselfi 
though it may have been corrected by others; because 
it is so difiuse that there is no mistaking it for a woman's 
writing. Amplification always diminishes interest and 
compassion, and if it had been condensed into one- 
fourth of its present length it would have made a greater 
efiect on the public mind. I suppose it was to please 
Princess Charlotte that she wants her to be brought into 
public; otherwise she is young enough; besides, her 
wishes would rather retard than accelerate the event. 
The newspapers say the Princess of Wales has been 
communicative with Sir F. B ; which is very un- 
wise; and also, they say, she has been dining twice with 
Lady Oxford. Now she ought in prudence to choose 
more decent company than the latter. Is it really true 
Her Royal Highness dined twice with Lady O.? You 
ask me what the feeling is towards the Princess in 
Scotland. I can answer^ decidedly favourable. It ap- 
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ed to me when I was at Edinburgh, that she had a 
ng party in her favour there, and that, generally 
king, all Scotch and virtuous hair stands an end 
in they hear her abused ; but 1 fear me, if she asse- 
ss with gay ladies, the good dames of Scotia will 
le their heads, and not cgntinue so partial to Her 
al Highness. 

lOndon is mad with gaiety. There are half a dozen 
ies to go to, at least, every ^night Tt^ere are a host 
ew beauties come forth to turn all our heads; but, 
ny part, I admire some of the older stagers infinitely 
e than the rosebuds. The sweetest, to my fancy, is 
s Rawdon, and she has wit, too, and sprightly 
I our. I wonder what coronet she will get to put 
1 her pretty head. 

ady Oxford's long fair hair is the most beautiful I 
beheld; she is like one of Guide's fair Magdalens 
lat is to say, in appearance : as to the inside, I don't 
ive there's much penitence there. But stop. I am 
vring ill-natured, which I know you can't l^ar^ 80 I 
conclude with giving you a receipt for making an 
mplished woman ! which I beg you to deliver to 
-, and ask him if, out of such ingredients, he could 
make up a wife to suit his lordship's fastidious taste. 

To form a fair one all complete, 
Regard the following receipt : 
Take noble Devon's lovely face ; 
Take Marlborough's dignity and grace ; 
A grain of Lady Bridget's wit ;* 
The shape and elegance of Pitt ;t 
From Smyth take ev*ry polish'd art 
That youth and genius can impart ; 
From Cath'rinel take th' historic page ; 
From Pool what love will most assuage ; 
From Towshend's eye take Cupid's dart, 
Make Lothian fix it in. the heart 
What well will ev*ry care beguile 
Most be collected from Carlisle ; 
From Pembroke's conduct lessons take 
To mould and mend a noble rake ; 
Dawkins Hymen's torch shall lend ; 
From Langhome learn to be a friend. 

^y Bridget ToUemache. t Lady Riven. 
Ira. Blacaalay. 
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Minerra's talents take fWmi Goiae ; 
Take brilliancy from ClayUm's ejee ; 
A little doab of Fitzroy'a* spirit. 
Craven's wish and Milfbrd's merit ; 
Take Cranboarue'sf lively wit and seiiM, 
With fair Louisa's! innocence. 
Let Acheson the mind improve. 
And Joddrel fan the flame of love. 
Let Bulkley lend the wedding chain ; 
Ask Milner how a heart to gtdu. 
From Baily learn a heart to keep, 
And honey take from Beanchamp's lip. 
Take softness from Carmurthen'si^ dame. 
And Philps to crown the lover's fiune. 
Let Crespigny by magic powers 
Fill up and smooth domestic hours. 
Granby shall loves and graces spare, 
And Hobert banish every care. 
Let Vaughan conduct the marriage reins, 
And Meynell ease a lover's pains. 
Taste you will find in Derby's school ; 
Let Bampfield teach you how to rule ; 
And Tbanet all that gladdens life. 
In friend, in mistress, or in wife. 

They are too long by half ; but out of the quantity of 

ingredients surely can make up a wife for himseHl 

Ever yourS; M. O. Lewis. 

From the same. 

Dear : I have no great pleasure in writing in 

ladies' albums, but to please you, anything I can do I 
always will; — so to please your friend, for your sakei 1 
send you the last productions of my muse. Poor thing, 
she's sadly out of order, and nearly worn out, as you 
will see by the specimens I send you herein enclosed ; 
but it is the best I have to offer your friend, so she 
must either insert these lines into her album, or put 
them into the fire, which latter, I truly think, is all they 
deserve. The subject ought to have inspired me, but 1 
am grown very stupid — as if I had ever been bright! — 
what a conceited creature the monk is, you will exclaim 
— so no more about self. 

I hear it rumored that Miss F r doth write novels, 

* Lady Southampton. t Lady Salisbury. 

t Lady Shelburne. § Lady Conyera. 
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»T is about writing ofie: I wish she would let such idle 
lODsense alone, for, however great a respect 1 may enter- 
:ain for her talents (which I do), I tremble lest she should 
Tail in this book- making; and as a rule, I have an aver- 
sion, a pity and contempt, for all female scribblers. 
The needle, not the pen, is the instrument they should 
handle, and the only one they ever use dexterously. I 
must except, however, their love-letters, which are some- 
times full of pleasing conceits; but this is the only sub- 
feet they should ever attempt to write about Madame 
Se Stael even I will not except from this general rule; 
she has done a plaguy deal of mischief, and no good, by 
tneddling in literary matters, and 1 wish to heaven she 
'^ould renounce pen, ink, and paper for evermore. In- 
deed, I feel afraid she may get herself into some scrape, 
from which she will perhaps not save her head, if she 
does not take care. In a word, to make short of a long 
story, I hate a blue; give me a rose any day in prefer- 
ence, that is to say, a pretty woman to a learned one. 
What has made you inflFct this long harangue upon me ? 
you will exclaim, and I must beg your pardon for so 
doing; but the fact is, I am full of the subject, being at 

the present moment much enraged at Lady , for 

having come out in the shape of a novel; and now, hear- 
ing that Miss F- is about to follow her bad example, 

I write in great perturbation of mind, and cannot think 
or speak of anything else. 

Poor Princess A , it is said, confessed her mar- 
riage to Colonel F-^— ^ — y before she died, and further- 
more, that he treated her very cavalierly; the more the 
shame, for she was a sweet creature, so amiable and 
really pretty at one time. 

Am I rightly informed, that the Princess of Wales 
has suddenly taken a great fancy for music, ai)d certain 

professors thereof? I hope not Do tell Lady to 

give Her Royal Highness some good advice, though I 
know she never will; and perhaps she is right. But, if 
I were in her situation, I should feel too much interested 
to be able to withstand saving and serving a person I was 
attached to, even though I might risk the loss of a little 
of the royal favour. I feel certain I should not know how 
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to be a courtier, yet I think I mi^ be userul at a c< 
though I would not for any sum be Master of the Hi 
Chamberlain, or candle^snufier to any royal person v 
soever. It is a great pity if things go wrong at '. 
sington; and if they once are ill arranged, it ivi 
almost impossible to remedy the evil, or avert pai 
nay, awful consequences. But I do not wish to 
prophet of evil, and all that I say proceeds from sir 
regard for Her Royal Highness, whom I consider 
ill treated. 

1 am summoned to Holland House to dinner, so 
say adieu, and remain ever yours. M. G. Lew 

Lines addressed to the Lady Sarah Bayly j by 
Lewisj on her desiring him to write sotne v 
on her. 

Dated Ramsbury Park, January S, 1 

Couie, lat^ lot roe wreaUie thee wiUi rooes, 
Silver lofl be the tane of each string. 

For Sarah the aubject propoaefl, 
And 8he*a the sweet subject I sing*. 

What aoand can I draw from my lyre. 
What theme can f pour in her ear, # 

Not too cold for her charms to inspire, 
Nor too warm for her virtue to hear 7 

Not oraise, — ^fbr its strength might offend her,— 
Though the strongest would be but her doe; 

Not love, — for she'd think it too tender, — 
Not low, for it would not be true. 

But, hark ! from the chamber adjoining, 

The harp of Diana I hear;* 
Thanks, Dian, my scruples designing, 

I*m bold now 1 know you so near. 

Ah! when Cupid and Phcebus are turning 

Their influence into a curse ; 
When my bosom with passion is bqmiDgy 

And my brain is exalted by verse ; 

Lest the goddess of beauty should chide me 

It's well for the half-witted elf 
That nought but a door should divide me 

From the goddess of chastity's self. 

* Miss Bayly. 
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Lines by Mr. M, Q. Lewis on Lady Sarah Bayly 
having talked to him whilst playing at Chess with 
hinij and having made him, lose his Queen by so 
-aoing. 

My ideas to confuse 
• Your tongue wherefore use? 

. Your eyes quite sufficient had been. 
King Geor/gre in my place, 
While he gazed on your face, 
Like me, had forgotten his Queen. 

From, the same. 

Dated Holland House, October 22, 

Mr DEAR : 1 confess that I am sorry for the 

abandonment of your Lisbon plan, since I think it would 
have been beneificial to your health and spirits as fai* as 
change of scene, climate, and objects would have gone; 
but I believe, in every other respect, you would have 
found the present to be by no means a fit time for visit- 
ing Portugal with comfort I have lately seen several 
officers who are just returned from that kingdom, and 
represent its state as being truly deplorable. The whole 
country is I^id waste; every thing is exorbitantly dear; 
the natives are too much occupied by their own losses 
and alarms to show attention to strangers; the army con- 
sumes all the provisions, and Lisbon is represented as 
being alihost on the brink of a famine. When to all this 
we add Portugal's being the seat of war, and the heavy 
loss in the exchange of money, I think you will allow 
that for the present, at least, your plan of visiting Lisbon 
is full as well postponed, like the second part of Dr. 
Drowsey's sermon, « till a more convenient oppor- 
tunity.'' 

1 dined at Kensington Palace on Tuesday. Nobody 
was there, except Dr. John Moore. I was sorry to find 
the Princess evidently in very low spirits. She told 
me, that she was io go to Blackheath on Sunday last — » 
that she should remain there seven months, and (if I 
understood her right) that it was Her Royal Highness's 
intention to see nobody there, except for a short morn- 
ing visit Can you account for this long retreat of hers? 
It is to me quite inexplicable. Lady Glenbervie was in 
Vol. 11.— 8 
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waiting, and as agreeable as she always is; thtft is saying 
every thing in her praise. She spoke a great deal to 

me of our mutual friend Lady , and the interest 

which she takes in her welfare; above all, she charged 
me to impress upon Lady 's mind how mach bet- 
ter it would be for her to pass the winter at Brightoni 

than at . Lady Glenbervie observed, that houses 

are not more expensive at the former place, than at the 

latter, while at Lady would be left quite in 

solitude, and at Brighton she would have an agreeable 
society, of which she might take as little or as much as 
she chose: Lady Glenbervie, moreover, declared herself 
ready to do every thing in her power to make the place 
comfortable to our friend, and said that Lord G ' 
would take any trouble off her hands which might re- 
quire masculine interference; observing (I should 
think very truly), that it was always very uncomfort- 
able and inconvenient for a woman to reside at a place 
where she has no male protector to take her part if it 
should be necessary to do so. By the by, she said inci- 
dentally, << I assure you I am quite anxious for Lady 

coming to reside at Brighton; which is certainly 

very generous in me, for Lord Glenbervie admires her 
beyond any woman in the world.'' I set this down as 
a joke, but people have since assured me that she meant 
it quite seriously, for that she is really and truly ex- 
tremely jealous of her caro sposo. Have you ever had 
any suspicion of this kind? — But to return to Brighton 
and Lady Glenbervie. I replied to all she said (in 
which I think there was a great deal of reason) by say- 
ing Yes; but if the Regent goes there, it would be ex- 
tremely unpleasant for Lady , as I have every rea- 
son to believe he would take no notice of her; for, 
notwithstanding that he pretended at first to take the 
intelligence of her having accepted the place of lady in 
waiting to the Princess of Wales with a good grace, I 
was assured he by no means liked the circumstance of 
so dignified and advantageous a person being about the 
Princess; and I have heard suspicions that he influeneed 
Lady Sheffield to quit Her Royal Highnesses service; 
but of this last circumstance I am not so well informedi 
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And think it rather a farfetched and improbable act of 
misehief. But I dare say the Regent did not feel 

pleased at Lady filling the vacant situation, and I 

should be sorry she went to a place where she would be 
under his eye, and not noticed as she deservea to be. 1 
must say, I think it a most illiberal trait in him not to 
pay that attention due to the rank of the Princess's la- 
dies, without reference to their being in her service. But 
such is not his idea of propriety, and for this reason I 

object to, Lady going to Brighton. I have always 

considered it a noble contrast in the Princess's character, 
the liberal manner in which she always forgives her 
acquaintances and friends for paying court to ** Great 
Mahomet," as she calls him; and I have particularly 
admired the total absence of all prejudice which she 
displays, by frequently being even partial to many of 
the Regent's cronies. Certainly, she has not the justice 
done her that is due to her merits. But who has, my 
dear , in this world? 

I have lately been to my sister's new residence, which 
I approve of very much; the house is thoroughly com- 
fortable, and the park is really beautiful; it formed part 
of Enfield Chase, is still quite wild, in the forest style, 
and contains some of the finest trees I ever beheld. I 
think you will be pleased with the place, and flatter my- 
self that, when you return to this part of the world, you 
will manage to pass some days there. Maria and Lush- 
ington will, I am certain, be most happy to receive you. 
From my sister's I went to Lord Melbourne's, and from 
thence to Oatland's, where I found the royal party well, 
and gracious to me, as ihey always are, • By the way, 
the Duchess is very kind in her feelings about the Prin- 
cess of Wales, but hklasl h quoi bon? in the world's 
opinion — though in my humble estimation, she is a very 
good-hearted ^person, and has many virtues that others 
more esteemed do not possess. 

I am now come to make a short stay at Holland 
House, where I find all going on ^ Pordinaire. — I was 

sorry to learn that Lady has not profited by Lady 

Mary Cook's death, and that she has sent her coals ta 
Newcasllef by leaving her riches to the Duchess of Buc- 
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cleugh. ] could, on hearing this intelligence, have sent 
Lady Mary to a place not proper to mention to << ears 
polite.'' I always thought her a detestable piece of 
buckram and pride, and am now quite convinced I was 
right 

I hear Clanronald has made his proposals and been 
accepted. He has been rather long of making them, but 
the Princess says this was right, for that it would not 
have been proper in him to have done so before, and 
that it would have been unfeeling in him to have pro- 
posed so soon after Mrs, G 's death. I hope this is 

the proper reason, but I confess I do not understand it 
While she was alive, his attachment to her might have 
made him waver as to marrying; but really, 1 cannot 

see, as things stand at present, how Mrs. G can be 

any obstacle, or where there is any delicacy in the case. 

Lord H n is wooing Lady E3 h B fti. I 

do not envy him the lady, she is so full of conceits, and 
so busy at work for a great partie. The Lord help us! 
what a deal of trouble she takes. Somehow, I do not 

think she will win this great prize. Lord H may 

play with her as a cat does with a mouse, and let her 
ladyship go after all, which is often the fashion of these 
great men. Besides, there are more things than are 
dreamt of in our philosophy, and you know the story of 
that house, which, if so be it is true, would preclude any 
alliance. 

I have no more to say at present, dear . Indeed, 

I dare say you will think I have said too much by half, 
so here I stop, wishing you all possible felicity. 

I remain, ever most truly yours. M. G. Lewis. 

From the same, 

London, Nov. 8th, 4 in the moraine. 

My dear : I have been on the point of writing 

to you for many months, but still delayed it, in the daily 
expectation of telling you positively, what I can now tell 
you very positively indeed — when I was to set out for 
Jamaica. My chaise is at the door, my baggage is on 
board, and in a few hours I shall have quitted England. 
Accept, therefore, my parting assurances of unimpaired 
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Tiendship for yourself and in the same breath. 

Reassured that time and distance have no effect upon 
my affect ions, and that as long as I am in existence you 
ind yours will ever have, at least, one sincere friend in 
the world. God Almighty for ever bless you! and do 
not forget your sincerely attached M. G. Lewis. 

P.S. Make my parting respects to the Princess of 
Wales when you see her, or write to her, and tell^her 
that I have never forgotten the kindness with which she 
honoured me. If I do not find her in England on my 
return, I trust that in Italy I shall be more fortunate, and 
in whatever part of it she may be, I shall not fail to pay 
my respects to her. My brother-in-law, Sir Henry 
Lushington, when he passed near Milan, inquired 
whether Her Royal Highness was at the Lago di Como, 
and if she had been there he would have gone over there 
purposely to inquire whether she had any commands for 
England. I hope .Her Royal Highness will act pru- 
dently, and I also sincerely hope and pray all her enemies 
may be confounded. The pleasant evenings I have spent 
at Kensington, Her Royal Highness's hospitality, and 
the delightful assemblage of persons she had the good 
taste to congregate around her, will ever form the most 
agreeable reminiscences in my life. 

Again farewell, and all happiness attend you. 

Letter from Sir JV. GelL 

My dear : 1 ought to make you many apologies 

for not having written long ago in answer to your last 
very charming letter: but I won't do so, and Pll tell 
you why. It is a bore to invent excuses, and a bore to 
read them. So now for it. If you plea*, I will dash 
at once into the most interesting topics I wish to dis- 
course with you upon. 

In reply to your kind inquiry about my health, I am 
happy to be able to tell you I never was more flourish- 
ing. Enough on that score. You ask me for news of 
the.Princess. Her Royal Highness appears gay and well 
in health. I have dined frequently lately at Kensington, 
and the society has been most agreeable and " select," 
as the papers say. But when I tell you these parties 

8* 
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were made up of the Lindsay, and the Berry, par ex« 
cellence of all Berries in the world; Lady Oxfoixl, who 
is lovely indeed to look upon; my Lord Byron; some- 
times Sidney Smith, from whom issues perpetual and 
dazzling sparks of the most brilliant wit; the grave Lord 
Henry; and, though last not least, your humble servant; 
you can believe these parties must be supci'-excellent, 
reflecting on the superior qualities of each individual 
who has composed then). It is wrong in me to have 
omitted our royal hostess herself; for to "««" much of 
the gaiety and spirit of these entertainments is due. 
<^ We^^ are most irresistibly good-natured and droll, in 
despite of ourselves. 

Oh the English! Oh the English! it is perfect. "Fie, 
fie, Mr. Gell, dat is a great shame, 'pon honour. You 
see vat it is to make one man one's friend who laugh at 
me when I do turn my back." 

*•' I do hate Lord Henry, my dear ; to tell you 

God's truthj I cannot bear dat man." (Courtier) — " 1 
agree with your Royal Highness." (Aside.) "The 
Lord forgive you for leeingj for leeing/' &c. 

To return to the Kensington parties, — joking apart, 
they are the pleasantest arranged meetings in London. 
They only want one more ingredient to render them a 
non pareil sans pareil mixture — that is you. And we 
must have you. The Princess promises to lay her com- 
mands upon you, and to summon you within reach of 
her royal cry. By the way, Lewis also is often at Ken- 
sington. He is desperately in love, comme a I'ordinaire, 

with Lady S h B y. It is rare fun to see him 

looking sentimental, as you well know. C. S e 

is going about making his observations on the world and 
his wife. He is a very sly gentleman, but can be 
pleasant when he chooses, and has not got the eye ache, 
or tooth ache, or some other ache; which happens but 
seldom, for he is always coddling himself. He is a 
great pet at D house. 

The Princess is very busy trying to make up a mar- 
riage for Joan of Arc with some one; any one vouddo, 
" Oh! mein Gott, she has de eyes of Argus, and do pry 
into my most secret thought; 'pon honour, I wonder 
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sometimes how she guess what 1 think. 'Tis a great 
plague to have dis dragonne de Virtue always attending 
me partbuty partout. I must find her a husband to de- 
liver me of her. Mais qui voudrois Pentreprendre?'^ 
And then Her Royal Highness looks very significantly 
at me, as if she thought I should have the courage ne« 
cessary to conquering this "•^mcrzon/' I leave that 
boast to a more fortunate, or unfortunate, man. Mean- 
while the lady in question, it would seem to me, makes 

les yeux doux to Lord B . 

Novv for some scandal, say you. I hasten to obey, 
and readily open my knapsack, but, alas ! it is scantily 
replenished. 

No. 1. — jin ill-natured Story. 

A gentleman passing along Piccadilly saw a crqwd of 

people at Sir W. Hamilton's door, where they were 

putting the coffin into the hearse; but seeing everybody 

looking up at the window, he looked also, and there was 

to be seen Lady H n in all the wildness of her 

grief. Some said her attitudes were fine ; others that 
they were affected ; others that they were natural. At 
last, as the gentleman was leaving this motley group, 
some of whom were crying and others laughing, he heard 
a child go up to its mamma, and say, << Ma, mamnia, 
don't cry, pray don't cry, for they say as how it's all 
sham. 



No. 2. — Another of the same sort. 

A gentleman went to call upon Lady H , who 

had not seen her since Sir W 's death. On entering 

the room she burst into a flood of tears and cried out, 
" Ah ! he's gone!" The gentleman made some remark 
upon the occasion, and she repeated, ^* •^h/ he's gone — 
at four o'clock this morning." At this the gentleman 

started, knowing Sir W had been dead more than a 

month; when he discovered that "he's gone!" alluded 
to Lord Nelson, who was that morning gone to his ship. 

Being a great friend of Sir W 's, the gentleman felt 

provoked and hurt, and left the room without attempting 
to give her any consolation. 
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No. 3. — The irresistible Duchess. 

Her Grace was driving about the streets In search oft 
house, when all of a sudden she exclaimed, << I've got 
one!'' and desired the coachman to drive to Lord Fife's.. 
My Lord was not at home; liut she made her way up 
stairs and found him at a late breakfast. 

" My Lord, you were in love with me five-and-twcnty j 
years ago, and I am now come to ask a favour of you." 

<< Ma'am, I admit the fact; but as I cannot boast of 
any favour your Grace bestowed upon me, I don't sec 
what claim vou derive from that circumstance." 

<<My Lord, it matters not; I have a favour to ask, 
nor shall I stir from this chair till it is granted." 

She then asked for Lord Fife's house. In vain he 
remonstrated, and gave her a great many reasons why it 
could not be. Nevertheless, he was out of it in a week, 
and her Grace in full possession. Nor has she lost any 
time in opening it — balls, petit soupers, &c. But what 
improves the story much is, what I dare say you know, 
that the two families have been at daggers drawn for 
these fifteen years on account of politics. 

No. 4. 
The same lady, when attending upon Lady Louisa 
Broome, in her lying-in, turned round to the doctor: — 
" Remember, Sir, I engage you for this time twelve- 
month. My Georgie is just going to be married — mind, 
you are engaged to her." 



No. 5. 
Having married all her daughters, she says now she 
must set about marrying herself to her old Duke again. 

Marriages as is to be — Interest leads to the altar. 

Lady Georgiana G with the Duke of B . 

Miss Legge with Mr. Dutton (Lord Sherborne). 

Miss Curzon with Mr. Cholmondeley. 

Miss Clement with Mr. Milner. 

Miss Blackburn with Mr. Leigh. 

Lady Mary Paget with Lord Greaves. 

Lady Caroline Paget with Lord laaiskillen. 
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s. Bradshaw with Sir H. Peyton. 

}s L. Crdfton with Col. Maitland, who was so 

in love with Miss Thurlowe. 

s is all the London news I can send you, whiich is 
tie. It must suflBce you for the present, however, 
3r the time being I will say adieu. Believe me 
s your faithful " Blue Beard." 

ch is the name lately given me by Her Royal 
less, the Lord knows why), alias H. Englefield, 
larsis, Adonis, John Julius Angerstein, W. Gell, 
:c. 



From Mrs, ^ to 



Dear : Since you have determined upon 

ep, I will say no more to dissuade you thei^from, 
t that I sincerely hope it may be productrv;B of 
re and advantage to you in every way. You quite 
)k my sentiments if you suppose that I meant to 
js any personal dislike or disapprobation towards 
'incess of Wales: it-was entirely worldly conside- 
9 that made me advise you to reflect well before 
laced yourself in a situation which must, from the 
: of things, be one of dangers and difficulties; and 
ily, whoever embraces the service of the Princess 
lies, as matters now stand between her and the 
?, place themselves (or at least run a great risk of 
so) for ever out of the pale of his favour. Now, 
is the person in whom all power and authority 
>e vested, in a worldly point of view, it is his 
;nance that is alone worth seeking. Jiu reste, I 
e the Princess to be exceedingly amiable — a true 
^alous friend to all those whom she once takes en 
S; and is moreover an excessively agreeable com- 
1, full of natural talent, and combines in a surpris- 
anner the dignity of her position with an unaffected 
atural ease very rarely seen in a Princess. It is, 
1, only fair to add, that she makes it a point to 
about her all the clever and agreeable persons she 
ind that, particularly in a royalty^ is no small 
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merit. There are no courtiers or parasites fn the society 
at Kensington, it is chosen with great discrimination 
and impartiality, from all that is most distinguished in 
rank and talent, and, above all, agriment is the greatest 
attraction a person can have for Her Royal HighDess, 
You have hitherto been no politician^ but you must be^ .. 
come one, for the Princess will call upon you in that Ij 
way. She is now flaming against the present Minis- 
ters, and inviting to the palace all she can collect of the 
Opposition. You will have a great advantage in this cir- 
cumstance, as no one can deny that they are, with some 
few exceptious, a more agreeable body of people tU 
masse than the principal heads of the Tory party. 

You ask me to tell you something of the individuals 
who form the Princess of Wales's household, and if 
they are persons of amiable and agreeable qualities. I 
can give you a most satisfactory reply to this inquiry. 
They are all known to mc personally, some more and 
some less; but, through others of my friends who are 
intimate with several of them, I am able to say that I 
feel sure you will find them all particularly honourable 

and superior persons. Of Lady C — — L y's wit, 

and proverbial good humour and kindness of heart, you 
roust be well acquainted; her sister, also, though less 

brilliant, is fully as amiable. Miss G th is a very 

estimable character, simple-minded, and very downright 
in all she says, and little suited to a Court, except from 
her high principles and admirable caution, which indeed 
render her a safe and desirable attendant upon royalty. 
Miss Hay man is shrewd and sensible; she has strong 
sense and good judgment; she plays well on the piano- 
forte, and understands the science of music, and l^asvery 
agreeable manners, though not polished ones. All these 
persons are totally different from the common-place run 
of character, and the Princess's selection of such per- 
sons does her infinite credit, as they are of a very dif- 
ferent quality from those who generally occupy places 
at a Court. 

Amongst the visitors at Kensington you^will frequently 
see Messrs. Rogers, Luttrell, Ward, and a host of bril* 
liant spirits; so that I think I may with safety predict 
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for you a pleasant life at the palace. I have only on<( 
piece of advice to give you; it is, not to receive any 
confidences. Be firoiy and decline being made the repo- 
sitory of any secrets. This course is the only one that 
can ensure your own safety and comfort. I will also tell 
jlCiu an anecdote related to me by one of the ladies in 
Her Royal Highness's service : — Upon one occasion, the 

Princess wished to visit a person whom Lady 

knew it was not wise for her to frequent, and she ven- 
tured to express her opinion upon the subject to the 
Princess, upon which the latter was much displeased, 
and said there was nothing she so much disliked and 

despised as advice. Lady never repeated the dose, 

as you may suppose; and I have told you this circum- 
stance to put you on your guard, that you may not incur 
the same rebuke. 

I have now informed you of all I know respecting the 
Princess and her entourage^ so I will conclude, begging 
you to believe me, &c. 



From the same, 

Mr DEAR : The Duchess of Brunswick is dead. 

Doubtless yottwre aware of the event; but 1 write to say 
that I would recommend your sending to inquire after 
the Princess of Wales, for, poor soul ! she is much vexed 
at the carelessness of all the royal family, in never having 
condoled with her on the occasion; and also many pri- 
vate persons, who ought to have paid Her Royal High- 
ness this respect and attention, have neglected to do so, 
and she Has, I know, been much hurt, and complained to 

Miss H n that the manner in which she was treated 

was most unkind. I would not have you negligent 
towards Her Royal Highness; and knowing, as you do, 
that, in fact, this event will not render the Princess long 
or exceedingly unhappy, 1 thought you would perhaps 
not consider it worth while to write on the occaAon, 
whereas I am certain it would pain Her Royal Highness, 

if you did not do so. Miss H told me she was 

much affected on first hearing of the Duchess's death; 
which 1 can believe; for although her mother's habits 
and tastes did not suit the Princess, and she disliked the 
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dulness of her house and society, the Princess is too 
good-hearted not to regret the death of so near a relative; 
and she most touchingly observed to Miss H -^ 
<< There is no one alive now who cares for me except my 
daughter, and her tlicy will not suffer to love me as shia 
ought or is inclined to do." If 

The Princess also said : << True, my moder behav&91 
to me several times, and did eat humble pie to the Queen 
and the Prince; yet she only did so from cowardiee; 
she was grown old, and was soon ttrrifitdj but she love 
me for all that." 

This remark was perfectly just, and in fact 1 know, 
from many conversations I had with the Duchess of 
Brunswick, that such was the case. I hear that the little 
property she was able to leave she has bequeathed to the 
Princess of Wales. I am glad to hear it, for I fancy the 
latter is much in need of a little i)ecuniary assistance, 
and every mickle makes a muckle^ as the Scotch saying 

is. I hope poor Mr. H , however, will not risk his 

own interests by serving the Princess, and forwarding 
Her Royal Highness much more money, for I do not 
think he would stand a good chance of getting paid if 
anything befell her Her Royal Highness.'** 

I dined at Kensington about three weeks ago. There 

were Lord and Lady C 1, and Mr. Ward, Mr. Lut- 

trell, Lord Byron, and Lady Oxford, and the party was 
exceedingly agreeable. I never saw any person, not 
royal or royal, who understood so well how to perform 
the honours at their own table as the Princess : she does 
it admirably, and makes more of her guests than* any one 

else ever did. Lady C is beautiful, and is so gentle, 

and seems to wish so much to improve herself, that she 
is quite interesting. 1 went to see her picture the other 
day, painted by Lawrence : I should never have known 
it was intended for her, it is so little like; but it is a 
lovaiy picture — I think one of his best. 1 saw poor 

Lady Maria H n yesterday at A House. She 

was quite overcome at seeing me, and scarcely could » 
speak. She is grown thin with anxiety, and the scene jl 
of woe which she constantly witnesses in her sister's \ 
dying state has quite softened the asperity of her mao' 
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'^^Stu Prom that melancholy visit I also went to anothe)> 
^here I witnessed more gloom : it was at Mrs. Nugent's; 
■^t I only saw her daughter, for she herself, is too ill to 
^••any one. Miss appeafs clever, and has some* 

Eag remarkable in her appearance and manners; but 
edier 'tis for good or bad I cannot say. Her poor 
ther has been cruelly treated, I think, by the Duke 

4f C ; yet what right had she to expect any other 

nsult to her own folly ? I met at the Duchess of Lein-^ 
Iter's, some days since, a daughter of the Lord Edward 
Fitzgerald's, a girl of about fifteen years of age, with a 
most beautiful countenance, and a captivating manner 
and voice, which added to the interest one felt in look* 

ing at her father's child. Your friend Mrs. C. L .k 

is grown into an old woman. Her countenance is all 
hard Jines upon an orange, ground. I met her at the 
Duchess of Leinster's, and she inquired much after you, 

as also did Lady W. G n, whom I found as usual, 

rimniering, as she calls it, in a high-backed old chair, 
which she told me was Mr. George Selwyn's, of witty 
memory. I do not like the arrangement of her house in 

the Park which looks so pretty outside. Lady W 

talked in a stmge manner upon strange subjects. I do 
not like speaking of religious matters, and mixing such 
sacred topics with the common-place and frivolous con* 

versation of the day; but Lady W is very eloquent 

and very clever in all her remarks, and it is exceedingly 
amusing to hear her set forth all her curious thoughts. 
How very different a character hers is from her sister, 

Lady H ! Who could suppose them related so 

nearly to one another. 

I am interrupted, and so compelled par force to bid 

you adieu, my dear , which I ought to have done 

before now, as I fear you will be tired of this long letter. 
Believe me, yours, &c. 

From the same, 

I WAS commanded, dear , by the Princess of 

Wales (with whom I had the honour of dining last night) 
to ask you to return to Her Royal Highness some books 
she lent you : and 1 take this opportunity, therefore, to 

Vol. n.— 9 
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add a few lines to inquire after all that intereetajoUyRiid 
to tell you a little about myself. In the first plac% I 
must speak of the party 1 was at last evening atKensing* 
ton, which consisted of Mr. Arbuthnot, Lord PalmeiB^ 

ton, Lady C. L , Mr. Gel I. and Lewisw To use the 

Princess's own w^ords, <* i\ey all do their little posaiUi^ 
to be agreeable;" and, as you are well acquainted with 
them, you can judge how pleasantlj^ the part^ weot o£ 
Lord Palmerston pays the Princess great courit lie is 
not a man to despise any person or thing by whioh he 
can hope to gain power ; he has set his heart thereon^ 
and most likely he will succeed in his ambition, like all 
those who fix their minds steadily to the pursuit of one 
object ; though, except a pleasing address, it does not 
appear to me that he has any great claim to distinelioob 
There is one strange circumstance connected witl^Jiiaii 
namely, that, though he is suave and pleasant in his-ina^* 
ners, he is unpopular. I wonder what is the reMOBi 
The Princess is not, I believe, really partial to hinii but 
she is aware that his countenance is of some weight and 
advantage to her, and she is right to conciliate his la* 
vour. 

I was very sorry to see the Princess o^Wales in low 
spirits, and to hear her allude several times to leaving 
England, saying, she had no comfort or happiness in this 
country. She laughed very much in relating to us Lady 

A 's advice, which was that she should reside at 

Brunswick, <' where Lady A. told me I should still ht 
under de pertection of de English. Mein Gott! I 
would sooner be buried alive dan live there; k is d» 
dullest place in de world ; full of nothing but old Ger* 
man spinsters and professors of colleges. No, noy^when 
I leave England, it will be to see all dat is best worth 
seeing on de continent I go to amuse myself, else I 
might stay in Connaught Place.'' I could not help 
thinking that perhaps this was not a wise strain of eon- 
versation to hold before Lord Palmerston; but you 
know itf is in vain to annoy one's self with thinking of 
the consequences of what the Princess says, as nothing 
eff'er prevents her saying what comes into her royd 
head at the moment We all with one accord agiwd 
in expressing our regrets at Her Royal Highnees's 
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ilitfinded departure, and assured her that we did not 
think she would Uke the continent as a residence; 
to which she replied^ '< Ah, my dear friends, 'tis 
all wery polite in you to say you wish me to remain in 
SSngland, maisi you do not know all I suffer here; and, 
^ to yourselves, you will soon forget me and my dulle- 
fieationi; no, deire is notings to keep me in dis country, 
and I go/' I was very near saying, Good heavens! 
Madam, and the Princess Ci^arlotte, is 9he no tie to you 
to remain in England? but fortunately I restrained the 
expression of my thoughts; and after a pause, which 
every one present appeared to feel awkward, we spoke 
of indifferent subjects, and became very merry, — which 
a good supper contributed to in no smalTdegree. 1 for* 
got to mention that I think the rudeness and total neg* 
lectof all these foreign potentates towards the Princess, 
has very much vexed and mortified her: and no wonder. 
I marvel at the Regent's being able to keep up such a 
perpetual system of unkindness and malignity against 
the Princess. I can understand great wrath for a time, 
but not retaining such a constant ill-will towards a per- 
son who after all has never done anything to deserve 
such. treatment. 

I was very angry at Madame de Sta^l also for her 
subserviency to the Regent's will; it was beneath one 
so great, and 1 had believed so amiable. But she did 
not so consider the matter, and she gained the reward of 
her courtliness, for the Regent paid her every attention. 
1 like her daughter very much, and fear that Madame 
de Stael's views of forming an alliance for her with an 
English noble are not likely to be realized, and that if 
they were, it is exceedingly doubtful that they would be 
productive of happiness to any of the parties. 

And now 1 must say, adieu. Dear — — , believe, me, 
yours, &c. 



From Mr. to 



My deaa : I am just returned from the drawing- 
room held in honour of Princess Charlotte's marriage; 
it was exceedingly brilliant, and Her Maje^^ty was moat 

gracious to myself and Lady : but the Regent turned 

his back upon the latter, took no notice of her, and pro- 
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tended to be busy talking with some other penon. This 
conduct was at variance with His Royal Highneas's pro- 
verbial courtesy and good breeding, and in my opinion 
was also worse even than a breach of the civility due 
to a lady, and one who in every way is so deserving oif 
respect; for it betrayed a spirit of meanness and angsr 
at her for having been in the service of the Prineess of 
Wales, of which I should have thought him incapable. 
But so it was, and I could not help recurring to the 
assurances he had made to Lady — 's friendly when 
he was first informed of her being about to enter the 
Princess of Wales's service, that he never should in any 
way resent her doing so, but that he was well awarC 
that circumstances in some degree compelled the ladv 
in question to avail herself of the offer. How much 
his conduct yesterday was at variance with thia'kind 
and generous manner of expressing himself at the time 
to which I allude! Certainly, with regard to any matters 
connected with the Princess of Wales, the Regent can- 
not command his feelings, and, like murder, they will 
out, in despite of his usual urbanity and caution.' 

Lady was not in the least annoyed by this eir^ 

cumstance. Most other persons would have been ao, 
but she was not at all flurried by the Regent's unpolite 
reception of her, and on my remarking how surprised 
I was at her composure, she made me a reply, which no 
less surprised than it pleased me, — <^ La raison est tout 
simple," said she, ^<I did not feel to blame in any way, 
and therefore I was not put to confusion by the Prince 
Regent's rudeness, feeling conscious that I did not 
deserve to be so received. I was spared all the awk* 
wardness I must have experienced had I been guilty of 
anything that could have given His Royal Highnees a 
right to treat me in such an uncivil manner.'* 

The said drawing-room was, as you are aware, held 
in Buckingham House. Princess Charlotte stood apart 
from the royal circle, in a window, with her back to the 
light; she was deadly pale, and did not look well. It 
struck me that the expression of pleasure on her coan- 
tenaoce was forced. Prince Leopold was lookins about 
him with a keen glance of inquiry, as if he would like 
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to know in what light people regarded him. The Queen 
cither was* or pretended to be, in. the highest possible 
spirits, and was very gracious to every body, including 

Lady . All the time I was in that courtly scene, 

and especially as 1 looked at Princess Charlotte, I could 
not help thinking of the Princess of Wales, and feeling 
very, sorry and very angry at her cruel fate. True, be- 
tween friends, she has often been much to blame for folly 
tad imprudence; but, when we consider of how tenfold 
more acts of a reprehensible nature her accusers have 
been guilty, it is impossible not to feel indignant at the 
injustice of her being put down from her proper sphere, 
when others equally, if not more blamable, are suffered 
to remain in the full possession of all their honours. 
Surely, such a state of things will not be allowed to go 
on long; some more just spirit will arise, and ask for 
redness for this poor Princess. I shall be happy when 1 
hear that some able person brings the subject boldly for* 
ward to public notice; at the same time that I fear it will 
be the means of making a great commotion in the coun* 
try, and wiser heads than mine predict the possibility of 
ihis subject producing a civil war, if not most dexterously 
managed by the reigning powers. Then, again, I am 
told that the Princess will inevitably commit some enor- 
mous act of folly, that will ruin her cause, and that, be- 
sides the heedless recklessness of her own disposition, 
every possible means will be taken to- make her say or 
do something which will enable the Regent to set her 
aside, and for ever sink her into insignificance, if not 
disgrace. 1 can scarcely believe these reports, yet they 
are circulated by many sensible and dispassionate per- 
sons, who are neither violently for nor against either 
party, Alas! every one's own experience more than 
suffices to prove to them that << les plus fori ont iou- 
jours raison^^ in this world; yet 1 would fain hope that 
this oppressed lady (for that she certainly is) may be 
restored to her rightful position in society. Nay, 1 am 
certain the country would never permit her, if only as 
Princess Charlotte's mother, to be crushed and defamed, 
without a proper examination of the justice of the'oan- 

demnaiV>o* 

9* 
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I dare say Princess Charlotte was thinking of the 
Princess of Wales when she stood in the gay seene of 
to*day's drawing-room^ and that the remembrance of her 
mother, excluded from all her rights and privilegea in a 
foreign country, and left almost without any attendants, 
made her feel very melancholy. I never can under- 
stand how Queen Charlotte dared refuse to receive the 
Princess of Wales at the public drawing-room, any more 
than she would any other lady, of whom nothins had 
been publicly proved against her character. Of one 
thing there can be no doubt, — the Queen is the slave of 
the Kegent. I must say adieu, and believe me, fcc. 

From Monsieur Sismondi. 

Paris, Rue Grenellc St. Germain, No. 86, Lnndi. 

Chere : C'est ^ Paris que votre gentille lettre 

m'est parvenue. J'y ai vu avec joie que vous ne m*a- 
viez point oubli6, que vous mettiez encore quelque prix 
i mon vif attachement, et que vous sentiriez du plaisir i 
notre reunion, mais en m^me tems j'ai vu cette reunion 
renvoy6e bien loin. H6las, elle est devenue bien prob- 
16matique. Vous me donnez vos visions proph6tiques 
on my future fame and future fortune^ et puis vous 
me plaisante comme si je croyois d6j^ tenir en partie eet 
avenir brillant que vous me promettez. H6Ias, je auis 
bien 61oign6 d^avoir tant de pretension. J'ai Iraci au- 
tour de moi le petit cercle que je parcourerai; je meaure 
assez bien tout ce que je puis jamais obtenir de reputa- 
tion, et le tr^s modique fortune qui y sera jamais jointe, 
et il ne faut point pour cela, je vous assure, aspire k des 
hauteurs propre k tourner la tgte. Mais la partie de ce 
T%ve la plus agr^able pour moi c'est la facility qn'l m'a 
donn6 de voir et de connoitre des gens que je suis heu- 
reux d'aimer; c'est un profit bien r6el dQ aux lettres, 

?ui m'ont introduit aupr^s de vous et votre bienveillaneti. 
'est encore k elle que je dois ce point de vue d'oO je 
jouis k mon aise d'observer ici ia soci6t6. C'est unfe 
chose tr^-curieuse que la marche de Popmion en deox 
sens diamfetralement oppose les progrds joornaliers qae 
fontles id6es lib6rales dans le peuple, ler^etours toujoura 
plus impudent des courtisan^ aux anciens usages^ «ux 
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anciens absurdes pr6jug6es. Tous les ^mlgriSf tous lea 
royalistes, tous ceux qui par vanit6 ou par int6r£t veu- 
hot Stre confondu avec les unes ou les autres, ne regar- 
dent la restauration que comme le commencement de la 
ecmtre-r6volution. lis y travaillent d^s lors avec z^le; 
ehaque jour ils font un pas pour opprimer quelque forme 
libferale, pour ^carter quelque person ne qui ne leur soit 
pas d6vou6. Le Roi s'est tir6, au commencement, de la 
grande di£Scult6 de r^gne avec les instrumens mSme du 
gouverncment qu'il venoit de d6truire; mais dans ces 
six mois il a d^jk trouv6 moyen de r^compenser k sa 

iruise une gramle partie des 6tat-majors, I'armte des pr6- 
ecteurs, et de toute I'ad ministration civile et judiciaire. 
Ces messieurs sont beaucoup plus dans ses mains qu'ils 
n'6toient alors, les marins lui ont beaucoup pr^s6chapp6, 
et l'arm6e de la peuple ont oub1i6 les malheurs de la 
guerre pour ne se souvenir que de sa gloire. Le rentr^e 
des 6migr68dans tous las cadrens de I'arm^e, dans toutes 
les places lucratives et honorables, blessoit c)6j^ les sen- 
timeos nationaux; Pinsolence qu'il y ont d6ploy6e les 
blesse davantage encore, toute irritation, toute animosity 
contre les prStres et la noblesse, avoient compl^tement 
pr6cfedent; on reprenoit pour eux une disposition aux 
6gards que la commiseration pour des long malheurs 
rendroit plus delicate. Aujourdhui on ne voit plus en 
eux que person nalit^, arrogance, fausett6, et, bassesse; 
le peuple, k la haine qui 6clata contre eux au commence- 
ment de la revolution, a joint le m6pris, et une reaction 
violente deviendra in6vitablement la consequence d'une 
irritation si g6n6rale, d'une fermentation qui s'est 6ten- 
due de la capitale dans toutes les provinces. II est diffi- 
cile au reste de savoir k quand sont ajourn6s les scenes 
nouvelles de d^sordre et de malheur. 

Votre Princesse dh Galle v'a-t-elle en Grfece? On dit 

Ju'elle ne se conduit pas k Como avec une grande pru- 
ence. II est vrai que la, prudence qu'on lui demande 
c'estde manager des sentimens qu'elle ne partage point, 
et qui ne sont peutfetre pas les meilleurs. L'accusation 
contre notre amie,* qu'on taxe aussi d*imprudence,fetoit 

* Probably Madame de 8ta6l. 
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d'avoir r6pondue par une lettre de simple remerciement 
ii des offres de Murat Elle le nie expressiment; quand 
il seroit vraie, ii n'y auroit pas eu grsmd mai; la chose 
est au rcste absoluement oubliee. Notre amie a aujour- 
d'hui la promesse positive du payement de ses deox 
millions. Elle marie sa fille au Due de Bro^lie, homme 
de beaucoup d'esprityd'excellens principes, ftg^de vingt- 
neuf ans, d'une jolie figure, mais qui k irhs peu de for* 
tune: le mariage se fera au mois d'Avril. Albertine ea 
ptaroit fori heu reuse. 

Je viens de voir arriv6 hier ici une autre belle 6pous6e| 
Lady Elizabeth Bingham, avec son p&re Lord Lucan; 
lis vont rejuindre i, Londres Monsieur Vernon: lea deux 
autres filles sont resides i, Florence sous la garde de 
Lady William Bentinck, &c. &c. 

Extract. 
From the same to the same. 

Sir James Mackintosh arriva hier, avec sa belle Ba- 
by lonienne, qu'il avoit rencontr^e k Batle; mais il itr 
partit d^ le surlendemain. Cette jeune fern me, qui a 
travers6 4 cheval toute I'Assyrie, I'Arm^niey I'Asie Mi* 
neure; qui, ne voyageant qu'avec des hommes, 6toit 
elle-mSme habill6 en Warrior Tartare, d6vroit faire 
peur, avec de sabres et de pistolets, k ceux qui auroient 
006 I'approcher. Elle est cependant jolie, delicate, et 
16g^re, quoiqu'elle ait & la joue une cicatrice qui ne res* 
semble pas mal au coup d'une arme k feu. Sa conversa* 
tlon etoit piquante, et on auroit et6 tent6 de lui faire la 
cour, comme k toute autre jolie femme, quand le voyage 
qu'elle ach^ve k peine, et qu'elle va recommencer, ne 
rauroit pas rendue une etre extraordinaire. Mais elle 
ne fait que passer. 

Vous aurez aupr^s de vous avant ma lettre lea Glen- 
bervies,qui vous dirontcombien ils ont eu de provenance 
pour moi. Lord Lucan, Lord Binning, &c, sont partie. 
Monsieur Macdonald part re matin. Lord Ranoliffe 
fait Ic tour du lac II ne reste plus enfin que lea ButeS} 
que je n'ai point vue, et les Conynghams. Cellea del 
soci6t6s de Geneve qui m'est agitable, et que vous n'aves 
gu^re pu voir parcequ'elles etoient toute dispera^e dana 
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kfi campagnes, ne rentrerons pas de deux mois i la ville; 
ie retste de celles que vous avez vue sont trop d6coIor6s 
•IDRie fois que vous n'y gtes plus. II faut done par n6ces- 
.rit6 se faire d'autres d^lassemens^ se jeter dans la politi- 
que, et celle de notre petite ville, anim^e par un si petit 
^prit, a bien peu d'attrait Notre grand conseil, notre 
Pirlement, a recommence sa session au milieu de la se- 
maine, mais il est encore perdu dans les formes; il n'9 
eu que des Elections k faire; personne n'a ouvert la 
bouche, et nous ne pourrons point encore pr6juge quelle 
sera cette Eloquence Genevoise, dont il doit devenir 
P6cole. 

De dehors, j'ai de bonnes nouvelles sur la parfaite 
s(iret6 des routes d'ltalre; le plupart des contes de vo- 
leurSy dont on nous avoit entretenus, paroissent n'avoir 
aucune fondement. J'ai aussi une lettre de Madame de 
Stael, dont le ills qu'on disoit parti ne partj^a point pour 
la Sufede avant le fin du mois. Elle est triste^ et ce- 
pendant rien ne va mal pour elle; mais il est difficile 
qu'aucune lettre qu'on 6crit ne fasse faire des retours 
m61ancoliques sur soi-m^me; on se livre au mouvement 
du monde tant qu'on est anim6 par la conversation, mais 
on retrouve toute ses am^res pens6es quand on est seul, 
et quand on rend compte de soi-meme k uri ami. 

VoilA toute notre Gazette; vous voyez comme elle est 
peu vari6e, mais je vous la donne pour vous engager k 
me donner la vdtre, &c. &c. &c. 



Extract. 



From the same to the same. 
Toute ma society Britannique est partie. Je I'ai trop 
aim6e pour prendre beaucoup de go6t k celle qui leur 
succfede, et j'en suis reduit k faire dommage k notre petit 
conseil de tout ce qui me reste d'amour ou d'humeur. 
La politique est devenue mon pis aller. J'ai re^u une 
lettre de Monsieur Camille Jourdain, qui, par ses regrets 
de ne vous avoir point vu, augmente les miens. Mon- 
sieur Jourdain s'int6resse pour ma brochure des nfegres; 
en'g6ii£ral elle paroit avoir du succdsf et Monsieur WiK 
bertoree m'a 6crit k cette occasion de la mfaniire la plus 
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flttteuse, en m'envoyant une de sea derniferes ouvragM 
Mais d'autre part, j'ai regu la plus impertineDte lettn 
d'une dame de Lausanne que jamais femme s'est permii 
d'6crire k une homme. C'est une bigoUe qui, dit*elh^i 
6t6 niin6e par la revolution de St Dominique; qui regard 
les amis des noirs comme les ennemies des blancSiet lei 
auteurs de tous les massacres, et qui m'accusoit voUkh 
tiers d'etre Ath6e et Antropopha|i;e, pour avoir 6critoiie 
brochure qu'elle m'a renvoy6. Je ne m'attendoisptti 
ce qu'on soutien d'un ton si haut la cause de la ftroeitii 
Vous faisez sur quelques rapports bien de Phonneuri 
Lyon, de vous rappeler de Loudres k cause des mouv^ 
mens de ses rues; il me semble qu'on s^y sent terrible- 
ment dans une ville de province, dans une ville Ina^ 
chande, oii I'on ne suppose pas mgme qu'il dQt y trouver 
une bonne soci6t6; mais en revanche quelle situation 
admirable, et si les provinces du midi avoient dQ ^voir 
une capitale,Niuelle ville mieux plac6e pour I'dtre que 
Lyon ! Vous n'avez probablement rien pu voir de ces 
bords de la Seine, qui sont d'une si admirable beaut£, ai 
de ce vieux fauxbourg de Veze. quelquefois si pittpresque. 
Moi aussi je dis souvent que j'aurois aim6 faire oe 
voyage avec vous. Nous aimez admirer, et moi' j'aime 
ceux qui admirent, et j'aurois eu plus d'objets k admirer 
que vous. A present vous ^tes dans un pays que je ne 
connois point, mais que je crois ressembler tres fort i 
notre Toscane. Tout cette riviere de G6ne est de m6me 
nature, et le revers de I'Appenin, plant6s d'oliviers, en- 
tremSl^s de champs et de vignes, des villages plant6s k 
la cime des montagnes ou au bord de la mer — cea terra- 
ces les unes au dessus des autres — ^Torment des objets 
toujors vari6es, mais pourtant tous de la mgme famiile. 
H me semble done que Je me repr6sente fort bien lepays 
oCl vous etcs; je voudrois que mon imagination vous 
peignoit aussi bien vous-meme k mes yeux: maisicet 
6gard je ne me contente pas — 11 s'en f<)ut beaucoup, De* 
puis ma lettre commenc6e j'en ai regu une d'Alberttne 
de Stael, qui me dit que sa nifere n'est pas tr^-bien da 
8aDt6, et que quoique sa maison soit trfes brillante, elle 
semble ne plus trouver de grandes jouissances dans la 
soci£t6. Je suis rfiellement bien inquiet du boaheur 
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bitor de Madame de Sta^l; elle s'est livr^e k chacun de 
■es goCitB avec tant de vivacity qu'elle a 6pui86 tout ce 
qu'ils pourroit lui donner de jouissances; Pendant bieo 
des ann6es le bcxiiheur supreme 6toft pour elle derentfer 
k Paris; depuis qu'elle y est rentr6e elle s'est tristement 
appergue que ce bonhenr supreme ne ce trouve pas^ et 
oependant elle n'a point appris k s'en passer. Le por- 
* trait que me fait Albertine de votre Lord Wellington ne 
me sfiduit point; il paroit cependant qu'il a pris beflU"^ 
coup d'attachement pour sa m6re, et qu'il est tr&s frequem'- 
ment chez elle. II n'y a rien de nouveau ni sur leors 
afiairs d'argent ni sur aucun projet de mariage. 

SQrement il est sage et convenable d'aller k Paris cet 
hiFer. Comme je Favois comt6, j'y terminerai et j'y 
imprimerai mon livre, j'y trouverai bien aussi des amis 
et du plaisir; maisje ne me reprocherai pas & moi-mgme 
d'avoir laisser et le soin de mon bien et celui de3 aSaires 
publiques uniquement pour satisfaire mesgoQts; j'aurois 
un pr6texte avec moi-m@me, et c'est presque aussi im- 
portant que d'en avoir avec les autres: c'est pr6cis6ment 
dans un mois que je compte partir. Notre session de 
corps Kgislatif ne sera pas termin6e, mais comme je m'y 
trouve constamment dans la minority, ce cera avoir assez 
long temps soutenu la lutte. Cette 6cole pour parler en 
public a ki€ fort nouvelle pour moi, et k tout prendre, 
fort agr6able. Je ne savois point si je pourrois m'en 
tirer; je m'attendis k 8tre interdit — k ne pouvoir pas 
mettre une phrase apr^s Tautre; — mais je sgait cependant 
que je me forme, et il y a presque autant de plaisir ^ par- 
ler dans notre r6publique Liliputienne que dans le Par- 
lement Britannique, puisque les questions que nous d6- 
battonsy — I'^tablisement d'une troupe solddt, les imp6ts, 
Pinstitution de I'ordre judiciaire, le code p6nal, — sont 
pour chaque citoyen d'un int6ret parfaitement 6gal que. 

Je regrette seu lement quelquefois que person ne nc ' 
nous entende. Entre autres des vieux pr6jug6s de nos 
nagistrats que nous attaquerons, j'esp^re que nous par- 
viendrons k les dfegoQter de la ridicule fermeture de nos 
portes. Je vais essayer de vous envoyer par la poste 
une nouvelle brochure que je viens de publier sur les 
nigres; elle est jointe k une troisiime Edition de ceile 
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3ue vous connoissez, mais Dieu sait si elle vous parvien* 
ra. Conservez-moi voire amiti6, et croyez k mon vif | 
atlachement com me k mon profond respect. 
(Dated) Oenive. — MardL 

From Mrs. to the Hon. Mrs. . 



Mr DEAR : I received your letter of the seventh, 

with great pleasure, but I wish you were safe at home, 
though as yet you have experienced no diflSculty: but 
tilings are in such a state, one does not know what will 
happen. What a dreadful business this has been at Wa- 
terloo! Every body directly or indirectly feels it, and 
every day one hears of some new cause of pity; a true 
list, it is well known, has not been given, which is very 
wrong, for many people are in a dreadful state of uncer- 
tainty about their friends. Amongst others, Frank 
Moore till Saturday night was quite ignorant whether 
his only son was dead or alive; but he got to speak to 
the Duke of York, who assured him he was quite safe; 
a convincing proof they know more than they choose to 
tell. 

There were illuminations at the public offices, out they 
were far from general. They say Wellington was never 
so near being beaten; he saw the moment, and cried out, 
'< Come, my boys, give them three cheers, and attack 
them!'' which was done with such force, that it decided 
the fate of the day. It is very evident he was deter- 
mined to conquer or die. One may well say, as was said 
on another occasion, << such another victory would ruin 
us.'' We have been drawn upon for 36 millionfell! 
which they are giving away as fast as they can. ■ The 

Duke of C d is come for money, and a settlement 

for his wife. I am assured he has obtained the latter 
request. 

There has been a French play at the Argyll Rooms 
by private subscription. At first it was very bad, but 
they have got some tolerable actors now; they talk of 
going on with it next winter, but it is thought it will be 
stopi)ed. 

London is very dull this season. Paris will now, I 
suppose, be the scene of all the rejoicings on this glo- 
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rieus victory. It is said, Bonaparte is in bad health; and 
this overthrow to all his greatness will not mend it, I 
should suppose. Mrs. W. and her tribe are well. We 
called one day at W.'s, and found them iete^a^tiie most 
uncomfortably; we went another to dear Strawberry, 
which is very well kept in her way. Believe me, dear 



Letter from Mrs, . 

Florence. 

EvKHY day since I have been here, dear , I have 

been myself to the post-office in vain, expecting a letter 
from you, till at length yesterday my eyes were glad- 
dened by the sight of your handwriting. I told you in 
my last letter of our journey from Milan hither, which 
was not very interesting. The country is amazingly 
rich, and highly cultivated, but not very picturesque, 
till you come near the Apennines. We were two days 
and a half crossing them, — snow and tempest all the 
while. Florence swarms with English at this time. 
There are soir6es twice a week at Madame Apponi's, 
the Austrian minister's wife; they are both delightful 
people, but I cannot say much for the Florentine society. 
Madame Apponi sings delightfully, and so also does a 
Duchesse de Lanti; but I believe the latter is not alto- 
gether a praiseworthy character, though she is one of 
the principal personages at Florence, and generally re- 
ceived, and paid great court to. The Duchesse, Ma- 
dame *A , Magnelli, and David, the famous stage 

singer, are generally at Lady B *s every Saturday 

evening, and they make her parlies agreeable, otherwise 
they would be the most tiresome things possible, for it 
is impossible to have worse manners than her Ladyship; 
she is like an ill-bred school miss, vulgarly familiar with 
one or two, and never speaking a word to the rest of 
her company. Lord B is more agreeable and well- 
mannered, and is a deli«i;htful musician. Mr. P , 

his secretary, likewise sings very well. Pretty Mrs. 
Cadogan is here, and Lord and Lady Ponsonby, like- 
wise. I saw Lady Glenbervie the day I arrived here. 
She set off the next to Rome. She never hears from 
Vol. II.— 10 
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the Princess of Wales now, and has at length diseon* 
tinned writing; as she received no answers to her let* 
ters, she concluded they were not welcome, or that the 
Princess is displeased with her. Lady Glenberrie ex- 
pressed herself with much kindness on this melancholy 
subject. Mr. Douglas was with the Glenberyies, which 
makes his mother quite happy. Poor Lady Bute is 
dying, I am sure; she has been much worse lately. Mr. 
Burrell was dreadfully shocked at Lady Malpas's death, 
and indeed so were all the English here: it is supposed 

she died of consumption. Miss M will be setting 

her cap, I dare say, at Lord Malpas, as soon as it is de- 
cent to do so. Do you not think Lord Aberdeen's mar^ 
riage to Lady Hamilton an odd circumstance? She hu 
not mourned her first husband long. 

Is it true that the Prince Regent purposes trying to 
get a divorce from his unhappy consort, so soon as he is 
King, and that she enforces her right to being Queen? 
I do not approve of her eonduct, but I am exceedingly 
sorry for her, and think she has been as much sinned 
against as sinning. I should think and hope the Prince 
can do her no further wrong. 

This Milan commission is an odious piece of business, 
and a disgrace to all those who have taken a part in it 
The English here are generally in favour of the Prin- 
cess, but she is doing all she can to forfeit their good 
opinion. I heard that Willikin had quarrelled with the 
courier, and left the villa d'Este; what have you heard 
on this subject lately? Willikin always appeared to me 
to be a well-behaved, sensible child. 1 trust this rogue 
will not be permitted to injure the poor boy, but I fear 
his power is unlimited. 

Lord Byron passed through Florence a few days 

since, and dined at Lady 's^ where I was invited; 

but I did not like to gaze at him, though I wished it; ibr 
there is something to me derogatory to feminine dignity 
in the effrontery of running after a man to stare at him, 
because he has written a clever work, or because he is 
dressed in some peculiar costume. It is, in my opinion, 
beneath a lady, and impertinent to a man's feelings, if 
he has any^ to indulge in such rude curiosity, by court- 
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ig his attention to such an extent af I have often seen 
idies do towards Lord Byron. I did not therefore pay 
im so much attention as I would have done a peiseon of 
sss celebrity: but at supper I sat next him, and he entered 
nto conversation with me. The few words he spoke 
i^ere uttered in a voice peculiarly melodious. As to his 
>erson, 'tis nothings his countenance is replete with in* 
elligence, but far from being regularly handsome. He"* 
ippeared to me annoyed by the excess of attention 
avished upon him by all the ladies; and 1 was much 
imused by one very ugly woman, who said she would 
^ a thousand miles to see him, and whose ecstasy was 
30 great when she was introduced to the poet, that I 
thought she would have fallen on her knees before him 
— she was speechless with delight. But what made 
this lady's admiration so diverting was, that she is cer* 
tainly one of the plainest people it is possible to see; 
and I thought how the object of her adoration would 
ridicule the poor foolish woman. 

And now I have filled this sheet, and not said half 
v/hsit I have to say. I must employ the remnant of 
space left to me, to entreat you^ to write soon, and to 
believe me always yours, &c. ^ 

From the same to the same. 

My bear : I learn that you are anxious to have 

some tidings of me, and I hasten to relieve you». kind 
anxiety about myself. All Rome is quite distracted at ^ 
the arrival of the Emperor, and at the expdited galas 
which are to ensue at the same time. The Romans 
themselves look upon this visit as one of mauvaise 
augure to their ancient government and their ancient 
Pope. I went into the Corso yesterday, and looked at 
the show from a window. The street was filled with an 
innumerable concourse of people of all descriptions* 
Tapestry and satin bed covers, &c., were suspended from 
the balconies, every one of which was crowded #ith 
well-dressed people; in short, it was the Carnival over 
again, only without noise and in fine weather. After 
all, what was it set us all gaping, to see about twenty or 
thirthy state carriages drive past, for it was not possible 
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to distinguish the people in thena? Cannon fired from 
the Porta del Popolo, and was answered by the Castle 
of St Angelo. Hats were slowly and unwillingly taken 
off. No huzzas, no tokens of approbation were be- 
stowed upon the whole cavalcade, which passed along 
in a dead silence to the Monte Cavallo, where the Em- 

Eeror had an interview with the Pope, which must have 
een short, as the Pope passed our house half an hour 
afterwards, on his usual airing; and so ended this event- 
ful entree. It is said that Marie Louise was not permit- 
ted to come further than Florence, for wherever she ap- 
pears, universal applause and acclamations ensue, in 
contradistinction to the marked coldness shown the Em- 
peror. I have not yet heard what are the orders of the 
day in the way of entertainments or revels, pious or im- 
pious, as we have no ambassador here, and the English 
are generally disliked. 1 conclude we shall be all ex- 
cluded from these festivities. Gell and Craven dined 
with us two days ago, — just as amiable, just the same as 
ever, — can I say more for them ? in short, exactly what 
Lady Glenbervie used to say to her son, — noi in the 
least improved: perlutps you will think otherwise, 
however, for Sir W. Gell is so far changed that much 
of his gay spirits are subdued, for he is quite a cripple 
from gout. Craven you will see shortly in England. I 
charged him to see you, which required no charge. 
Lord Guildford is also here, and to remain here another 
week: he looks as well as ever, and is as charming. He 
dined ivith us yesterday. I see the Duchess of Devon- 
shire frequently ; she is suave and pleasant in society, 
and is an invariable friend here to the English. It is 
impossible to give you an idea of how unpopular our 
country people have made themselves with the Romans. 
During the Carnival they did all sorts of violent silly 
things, which have gained them this bad name. Sir 
William Gell heard a few days since from the Princess 
of Wales, and in her letter she hints at the probability of 
her returning soon to England. I hope she may put 
this good intention speedily into execution. Sir W. 
Gell is averse to remaining in her service, and, if she 
could find another eligible person to replace him, would 
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bis situation; but he does not like to do so before 
3yal Highness has found a successor to hi^iself. 
he kindest-hearted person in the world. 

5U, my dear . 

Believe me, &c. 
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and must just be endured as it is sent into the world. At 
the same time I felt the gravitating of the original sin 
within myself. 

When I mingled more with the world than I have 
been able to do for <^ seven long years and more," I had 
a greater unconscious deference for the opinion of others 
than I have now. I do not say that I think more wisely, 
but I am quite certain that I do not regard many a 
character with the reverence I did then, chiefly because 
my estimate of things is changed by the influence, it 
may be, of my own altered condition, and because quali- 
ties and circumstances, which 1 once thought Jiig^y 
valuable, seem to have become much deteriorated*. 

Formerly I perhaps did not aspire to bcT singiiMh 
my appreciation of eminent men. I rather 'thought of 
them along with a large portion of the pabliCy than for 
myself; accordingly 1 differed less in opinion from those 
who were of similar principles to mine than I may now 
be found to do; and yet I think myself in sentiment not 
much changed. It is not the qualities I once admired 
that liave changed, but it is the tendency of qualities that 
I do not regard as so estimable. Men have not, perhaps, 
undergone much modification; but 1 do not see their 
objects and pursuits in the light 1 once did. I regard 
greatness as more to be measured by the boons to man- 
kind which may be achieved by all, than by services to 
any particular nation. 
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LETTER 11. 



COBBETT. 

My acquaintance with Cobbett began while he was 
resident, tor the first time, in Philadelphia. A friend of 
nine bad somehow got hold of a number of the journal 
whieh he then so bravely published in that oity, and he 
Ut it to me, with many commendations on its fearless 
spirit I read it with no less delight The effect was 
like the experience of a new sensation, so much was I 
struck with the colloquial ease of the style and the ath- 
letic vigour which pervades every part, expresBion, 
thought, and determination. 

Sometime after, before the Porcupine newspaper was 
published in London, I obtained a short memoir of him, 
(vritten by himself, full of that hardihood and yeoman 
Jturdiness which had so excited me in his American 
)aper. After this the Porcupine was ordered for our 
public reading-room, and I need not say was a special 
favourite with me. To every sentiment respecting the 
preliminary treaty for the peace of Amiens my bosom 
responded as literally as an echo, and I think my literary 
d6but was in that paper. 

Afterwards Mr. Cobbett began his far-famed Registerj 
which I ordered for myself, because the managers of the 
reading-room did not approve of it I was then too 
young to be openly a political patron, but I well recollect 
that, by insinuating a canny word now and then, I did 
get the Register ordered for the public room, where it 
continues to be filed perhaps even yet. 

Since that time I have been his constant admirer. I 
do not say that at all times I have agreed with him, either 
in his opinions of persons or things, but my notion of 
him as a rare and fine specimen of the English frankling 
has never changed. I have always regarded him as the 
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Burns of England; even superior to the poet in infla- 
ence, because he has lived longer a(kd has addressed him- 
self to a less imaginative class than the far forecasting 
peasantry of Scotland. 

I do not care whether there may be one who will 
agree with me or no; but 1 will' say of Cobbett that 
while there are nations such men are wanted. His 
hearty prejudices are English; they are expressed with 
a bravery that never allows you to question his earnest- 
nesSy and often with a degree of eloquence that makes the 
blood career in the veins^ despite of hesitation in the 
mind to admit his dogmas. You cannot read what he 
says without feeling excitement, even though you may 
rise from the perusal with doubt. I do not, therefoie) 
think his blemishes so heinous as some do ; they are 
characteristic of that intrepid and manly race who have 
made their way to the front seats at the grand spectacles 
of the age. 

It is not for his talents and enterprise that I respect 
this Shakspeare of English politics, or rejoice now that 
he is in Parliament; but because he adequately represents 
a sturdy independent race. His very alleged inconsis- 
tencies seem consistent with my notions of his character: 
his principles, or rather his habitudes, have never chang- 
ed, but his estimates of men and things often. It is for 
those who do not distinguish between principle and 
notion to talk of his inconsistency, and who struggle for 
fortune or celebrity by regulating themselves agreeably 
to others; but Cobbett cannot do that; he feels loo 
strongly, and often so justly, that he is the very oracle 
of the English people. lie is not, I allow, the prototype 
of the English gentleman or scholar; we have abunclance 
of such; but he is a << village HampdeUj* and to be sen- 
sible of his consistency we must look to his highly ori* 
ginal character. He is all for England, and only differs 
in his reasonings as her interests change. 



XHo BSiOR or GEoaoK TBK rovvfk. ISl 



LETTER III. 



Coleridge. — Wordsworth. 

I F£AR you will think me Jntentionally paradoxical, 
3ir at least choostbg to differ in opinion from the world. 
At this moment I am persuaded that few will coincide 
with me as to my estimate of a real man of genius, Cole- 
ridge. Nevertheless I will* speak out, and here it is.^ I 
think he was a daft man, a metaphysical havrel; not a 
perfect idiot, but one whose discernment and imagina- 
tions were of as little use to mankind as the ravings of a 
Bedlamite who confides to the walls of his cell that he 
has discovered the perpetual motion, the immortal elixir, 
and all that; and yet I freely confess that, as a Highland 
gentleman once said to me of a stanza of Bardolph 
Sheridan's metre, 1 think " the ancient mariner^^ has 
a " nerve.*' I never met with a man of acknowledged 
talent who had so little common sense as Coleridge; had 
his mother not been born before him, 1 verily imagine he 
would not have known what end of the spoon to use. 

I went to visit him with a very intelligent mutual 
iKend. Oh, mon Dieu! what di spate of clatter! He 
reminded me of an old leddy^s description of King 
George III. whom she went to see, with her five daugh- 
ters, in the robing-room of the Parliament House. She 
told me that two Peers put his robes on, " but he lifted 
the crown with his own hands, and placing it on himself, 
he looked around to us all, a perfect King, and his tongue 
never lay,^^ 

Ever since that visit to Coleridge I have never been 
able to think of him but as one of the images on the 
wells of LithgOw, who do nothing but bock water: and 
yet he is generally, almost indeed universally, regarded 
as a poet I am sure if poets be such like things, they 
Vol. II.— 11 
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are, indeed, more for ornament than use. What has he 
done that we should be so deeved* with him ? Never 
did I hear so many words in the same given space of I 
time uttered with so little sense, or knew till then, the 
meaning of the phrase "the chaff of thought." | 

Of his merits as a maa and a citizen I know literally 
nothing whatever. Towards him I have no feeling but 
a sort of wonder at the prodigality of words which he 
squandered; but 1 should be surprised to hear that he 
ever attempted or did one useful thing. I cannot think 
of the gifted Coleridge but as something analogous to an 
^olian harp, a valueless box, with strings over it by 
which it discourses most eloquent music. 

Wordsworth stands associated in n>y mind with Cole- 
ridge from the mere circumstance of meeting, when 
young, with their names together in the same publica- 
tion. It certainly reflects, 1 know not how, a curious 
honour on him, that he should ever since have been re- 
cognised as one of my most efficient teachers. I have 
since been over much of the world, seen more than a 
dozen different nations and people, and been intimate 
with almost all the greatest men of my time, yet have 
ever found that the lessons he taught in his preface to 
the Lyrical Ballads, when 1 was a stripling, illustrated a 
correct and an acute view of human nature. He may 
not have since produced any work so superior as to I 
obtain the profoundest reverence of all readers, or of 
such a majority of them as to entitle him to be classed 
among the stars; but he is unquestionably one of those 
men whom Providence sends to advise others wisely. I 
would give a great deal to enjoy an unpremeditated col- 
loquy with Wordsworth; and I rather think it is owing 
to some consciousness of his superior discernment of the 
fitness of things that makes him appear to many others 
as shaded with the shadow of overweening conceit. I' 
know nothing of him personally; but there is a tone of 
goodness in his writings more engaging than the music 
of the muse, and I often catch myself repeating lines 
and thoughts of his which many many years, and the 

* A Scotticism fi)r deafeoed. 
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xnts of a troubled life, have passed since I read. But 
se kind of spontaneous recollections are effects of all 
►erior minds, and I would not require other proof of 
3rdsworth being no ordinary man, than that he has 
;iced, felt, and expressed emotions and things which 
•■e a mirror and an echo in every bosom. 
t is, however, by quotations that the rank of Words- 
rth, I think, should be estimated. His large works 
"^e no merit comparable toAthe genius he shows in 
sages; but in detached passages he appears to be a 
nker of the very highest order, perhaps a poet, for 
asionally I mept with in hia pages sentences of the 
5t exquisite beauty and truth. By these I would 
\m for him a place on the same shelf with Shaks- 
re. They are as pure and precious pearls compaisd 
h the outside of the shells in Which the gems ar^ 

nd. 

^4- 



^. 
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LETTER IV. 



Lord Erskine. 

Portrait painters have a better discernment of the 
characteristics of strangers than of those of their most 
intimate associates. Why is not easily explained, but I 
am convinced (not persuaded) that it is the case, for I 
feel myself often having a curiously clearer apprehen- 
sion of the peculiarities of comparative strangers, than 
of persons with whom I am much ipore familiar. I^rd 
Erskine is an instance. I was not on very familiar 
terms with his Lordship, but he was one whom I thought 
I knew passing well, and believed I could influence by 
biassing his good nature; for his weakness, not his 
<< great strength," seemed to lie in what may be called a 
boyish ingenuousness. He was Chancellor long before 
I knew him, and 1 could no more, without the know- 
ledge of this historical fact, have imagined he had ever 
been such, than have believed Sir William Curtis had 
been in his age and fatness a dancing-master. 

There was something like fate in the production of 
this impression; I never was in company with Lord 
Erskine but some improvisatorial corruscation of his 
natnral character diverted me, nor ever heard him in 
his finest effusions of eloquence, without being struck 
with the arch and innocent juvenility in which be ex- 
patiated, even when affectingly pathetie. 

My first notion of his playful humour took its rise 
from an anecdote worthy of being recorded. A mutual 
Edinburgh friend happened to be in the Houseof Lords 
when the royal assent was to be given to a number of 
Bills. Erskine was sitting in all the grandeur of wig 

and robe, when he saw his old friend M below the 

bar^^ and taking out one of his own cards^ he drew a 
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LETTER V. 



Rev. Ebwaab Ibvino. 

I DO not say there are no hypocrites in the world; I 
trust my own experience has taught me not to think so 
foolishly; but I do say that I believe no man can be very 
eminently remarkable in his class, who is not himself 
earnest and conscientious in his vagaries. In reli^ous 
antics, men must either be atheists or sincere votaries. 
No one who reverences the Divine Being could have 
the courage to 



Play such fantastic tricks before high heaven 
As make the angels weep/' 
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unlets he believed the tricks holy, and as acceptable as 
the performance of duties. 

On this principle 1 do not agree with many of my 
friends, in suspecting that the Rev. Mr. Edward Irving 
did designedly invent his peculiar coctrines to attract 
to himself consequence and celebrity; but I think, to 
use a vernacular phrase, that he was wrong in the head, 
and I have heard that a post obit examination demon- 
strated the fact that he must have been so. Perhaps, 
however, I am not very well qualified to offer any opi- 
nion on the subject; for you knpw I am often guilty of 
thinking heterodox thoughts, and I do not expect that 
many will acquiesce in one of my theories^namely, that 
all who do not act harmoniously with the world, are 
more or less, according to the degrees of their variance, 
mad. I was, indeed, wicked enough to rejoice when i 
heard anatomists had ascertained that the poor apostle 
of incredible things was really non compos; for what 1 
had seen of him would have made me regret that such a 
seeming good man should have been only one of those 



126 PUBLIC CHARACTERS OF TH£ AJBOHTCT 

addicted to indulge their wee pemickitUa. I eaonot 
call them little whimsiesy for they are unpremeditated| 
and differ from perhaps more conspicuous eccentricitiei 
in having nothing about them odd, but the circumstances 
in which they are shown. Dr. Parr, whom 1 have just 
mentioned, was one, for example, that did as oulri 
things as Erskine, and yet they were never to me so 
interesting, though more laughable, merely because they 
seemed to me more designedly droll. 1 once saw the 
Doctor rise from table when he had got his pipe, and, 
because the servants had not brought him a basin of 
water to spit in, bring a golden chalice from thei go^ 
geous sideboard, and place it at his feet for the purpose. 
Erskine would never have done such a thing, and yet 
how many as queer fancies did he not indulge! There 
was something I thought of vanity in the Doctor's ab- 
surdity — a desire to be observed, and a devised strata- 
gem to accomplish that purpose. 
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paratively taciturn, and the other genius was also 
urn, both as if aware that they would be curiously 
*ed. Others who remarked the art of this, obvious 
oth, drew unfavourable inferences, possibly right 
, but I was not so struck with the seeming diffidence, 
ith a kind of " I won't cast my pearls before swine'* 
>f abstraction, and I inferred from their aloofness, not 
ead of being found out, but a pharisaical conscious- 
of superiority. This mistake ) am sure is often 
mitled. Neither Mr. Irving nor the other gentle- 
seemed to regard the rest of the company with the 
itest apprehension of having anything to conceal, but 
' with a supercilious indifference, as if thanking 'God 
' were not like others around them. I have ever 
3 been decidedly of opinion that, though Irving may 
i manifested occasional eccentricities, he wasaii hon- 
nd sincere man. The ale was good, but rather too 
ly, filling empty vessels with froth and wind. 
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LETTTER VI. 



ir 



I i 



Eldon. 



1 NEVER was in private society with Lord Eldon, and, 
therefore, cannot give any opinion of his social powen^ 
or of the aspects which his mind assumes in the vicissi- 
tudes of conversation. I have only seen him on the 
woolsack and the bench, situations in which he most 
necessarily have appeared more formal than nature hu 
made him, and less like other men than he really wa«. 
Still he seemed to be one of those whom 1 desired to see 
again, and I have often listened to his hair-splitting inge- 
nuity with pleasure, more akin, however, to wonder 
than to admiration. I never could regard him as a great 
man, but decidedly ever as one of much worth. 

His superior faculty did not manifest itself to me as 
an endowment to which the world applies the epithet 
of great; it was not at all so good as to merit that high 
honour, nor so bad as to be dreaded as likely to inflict 
much harm; but I am justified in considering him as a 
sterling character, and I think he was emphatically so: 
moreover an Englishman, with the characteristics pecu- 
liar to the country. Yet he had little of that frankness 
which is the most recognizable feature of the English, 
and much of that far-forecasting prudence supposed to 
be only indigenous in the straths of the North. 

He was not eloquent; there was always, a hazy atmos- 
phere about his most luminous ideas, causing them to 
seem less brilliant to others than perhaps, from the intense 
sincerity which he apparently felt, they were thought to 
be by himself; but the dimness with which he loomed 
in his best speeches was a natural defect, and no more 
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kttributable to him than the beauty of a maiden to her- 
Hilt 

Judging from the arid level of his oratory, I suspect 
le was not a man of many accomplishments; learned 1 
lare say he was, competently, but not a scholar of deep 
>r general erudition* That he was profoundly acquaint- 
^ with the principles of law, I have always understood; 
DUt in his knowledge of the statutes, and particularly 
hvith the legal antiquities of the constitution, I never, even 
[, could see much to amaze. In discriminating the dis- 
tinctive peculiarities of a case, however, he excelled all 
men that I ever heard attempt to analyse a moral subject; 
ind it was, therefore; impossible for him, by his honesrty, 
seeing as he saw, to advocate any policy which he per-, 
seived obviously wrong, or to defend any measure that 
>btuse minds might have deemed questionable; though 
I think his perception was so subtile that in the worst 
16 would have found something good. 

He was the very last person 1 should ever have thought 
3f . making an executor, for assuredly he would have 
brought the heirs and legatees into some labyrinth of a 
lawsuit; and yet I have never seen or heard one whom 
I would hav^ preferred for an adviser; and I am con- 
vinced that, although in the councils of his Sovereign he 
may seldom or never have suggested a course of policy 
which the Government adopted, he must yet have been 
one of the most influential members of the Cabinet, 
merely because he doubted so much, and his doubts were 
so plausible — no, not plausible — perhaps probable. 

1 speak of this eminent man as no more, for I consider 
him as never likely again to bias public proceedings, and 
as politically dead;^ but his great age, and his still occa- 
sional appearance among the Peerage, makes him an ob- 
ject interesting to his friends, and of anxiety to tfte ad- 
versaries of those Conservative doctrines which he so 
manfully maintains. Nor, perhaps, is it desirable that 
his days should be prolonged; for, however venerable 
his opinions may be, the spirit of the times runs strong; 
against them, and men will no longer be content with 

* This leltar was written while Lprd Eldon was still alive. 
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things as they are, but will dig, as it were, into the 
future for theoretical improvements. Much, doubtless, 
of what they expect will turn out no better than earth 
and rubbish, and the world would, probably, be less dis- 
turbed if they abstained from their anticipations; but 
they have passed beyond the control of cautious men, 
and Lord Eldon has survived his day. With a sigh and 
emotion I write this, for I consider him as the very 
representative of the system that is doomed soon to pass 
away, and history has told me that the interregnum, as 
it may be called, between an old and new frame of 
things is always a period of confusion and revolutionary 
chaos. 

Perhaps you will be surprised that I should ascribe so 
much influence, as 1 seem to do, to this energetic old 
man, and yet not consider him a very highly endowed 
character; but I think him more than an ordinary pe^ 
son, and I have often noticed that Providence evolves 
its designs as much by the fortunes as by the abilities of 
agents. 

Lord Eldon was, undoubtedly, a splendid specimen of 
the success which an individual might attain under that 
system which is now in a state of dissolution; there was 
nothing about him of glare, stratagem, or machination- 
such qualities as predominate in turbulent times. In 
whatever point of view he may be contemplated, he will 
always seem respectable, and, if he was a fair represen- 
tative of the past age, it is impossible to deny that it 
evinced mankind advanced above what they were in the 
gorgeous circumstances of the feudal time, however 
much they may be inferior to what they will be in the 
shall-be epochs of that millennium which Radicals ima- 
gine is destined by their innovations to come to pass. 
Alas! they see not the wreck that will be on the ebbed 
shore till the tide return. 
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LETTER VII. 4 



Lord Lansdowne. 

I AM somehow inclined to consider public characters 
nore as the representatives of classes, or orders*, than as 
ndividuals. Accordingly, in my notion of this respecta* 
lie nobleman, I have less regard to his endowments than 
o his consistency; he stands with me at the head of 
consistent public men. This, perliaps, you may say 
Ices not signify a great deal; but to myself it signifies 
nuch; for 1 have a pleasure in thinking of consistent 
characters, analogous to that sense of beauty which I 
experience in contemplating the permanency of the 
mountains or the sameness of the sea It may not be 
easy to say how such things delight — I only know that 
they do — and as uniformly as the vision of the rainbow, 
or the auricular revelation of the diapason. 

From his first tfebtit while Lord Henry Petty, I be- 
came intei*ested in him. I listened to his speech with 
more relish than to either Pitt or Fox, and at the con- 
clusion, if not persuadec) by what he said, [ was con- 
vinced that hewould develope into one of those solid 
characters which are the main props and pillars of a 
state. All he said was of a eustained elevation, not very 
high, probably, but much above the ordinary level, an4 
he possessed a curious sense, as I thought then, of self- 
possession, i forget what the subject was on which he 
spoke, but I <letected his consciousness of being ob- 
served by the House of Commons, by his anxiety to 
appear as he should have done; for in one of the paused 
of his oration, if that epithet may be applied to a pas- 
sionless exposition, he adjusted his cravat, thereby show- 
ing that he had all his wits about him. I remember 
oiientioning the circumstance next day at dinner toThel- 
wall, who professed oratory (as if eloquence could 
Vol. 11.-12 
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taught!) and he was quite shocked, for his ideas of men 
were of their manners rather than of their minds. Since 
that time his Lordship has been always an object of do 
common solicitude with me, and 1 have remarked with 
pleased complacency that he has become ju»t what I 
thought he was likely to be — a party man, no doubt| 
but one with whose opinions general considerations are 
80 mingled as to countervail tho.^e party predilections 
which render greater talent nugatory. 

The whole course of the Marquis of Lansdowne has 
been of the same tenour; sedate, temperate, becoming 
not only his rank, but his character. Lately I had occa- 
sion to turn over the Parliamentary proceedings for more 
than twenty-five years, and 1 was surprised (for I was 
not looking for that) to observe how much all his mo- 
tions partook of a considerate and reflective character. 

He has proposed nothing of a kind to greatly attract 
attention, but whatever he did seemed calculated for the 
exigency. I do not say that he ever attempted to re- 
present an expedient as a matter of vital principle; but 
ne often made ihings which were vital in principleseem 
very like exi)edients, and suitable to the common uses 
of the world. The tact of .doing this is often the qua- 
lification of statesmen. Most men can appreciate the prac- 
tical eflfect of measures, but few arc awaie of those esote- 
rical influences which should not be divulged to people, 
yet which arc of the greatest interminable consequence. 
I am disposed (but ymi will noi, |)erhaps, agree with 
me) to think that l^ord Lansdowne's defect is diffidence 
iand that he is possessed of more natural ability than he 
exerts — not owing to indolence, but to an imagination 
that others more bustling have more talent. 1 regard 
him, indeed, as one who would be an invaluable acqui- 
sition to the Conservative side; but he has been all his 
life so firm, though so temperate, a Whig, that I have 
ho hope of ever seeing him aught else, unless he should 
discern a vehemence in the wheels of his party needing 
a drag, and then he would adhere too consistently tothie 
change which he might be induced to make. In a WQtd| 
Hike him, though of different politics, because he do^ 

OQt aflect, like many of the Whigs, to defer to publjj^ 

< ■ " _ 
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opinion and yet take their own way. He in not one of 
those rulers who think that men, fettered by their own 
private interests, need to be constantly watched; but he 
thinks (wisely in my opinion) that in a country like 
this, where property is all in all, security is as good as 
liberty. \^ 

** Non« bat the lafe in freedom li?e.** 
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LETTER VIIL 



Sir Robert Pskl. 

Sir Robert Peel has no more genius than ft idieeof 
turnip has of the flavour of the pine-apple; and yet he 
is, perhaps one of the most respecleil men in all Enc* 
knd at this time. It would be as far short of the tniUi 
to call him a man of mediocrity, as it would b^ absard 
to compare him with Shaksipeare; though he may haye 
committed the juvenile indiscretion of tiounting his di- 
gits to heroic measure mi>re than once, when the fiigof 
Lord Byron. In fact, there is nothing poetical about 
him; his mind is as clear of nebulae as the purest sum- 
mer sky is of cloud, or the lamb of the upland of mur- 
derous intents. There is no other whom the voices of 
all the public would more unanimously pronounce re- 
spectable. The Conservatives, no doubt, might inflate 
their vociferation a little too much, and Whigs and Rft- 
dicals murmur at the close of theirs; just as a thing 
that is riven with reluctance has always something use- 
less dangling at the end of it; still, however, all %vouId 
admit that he is a Parliamentary character ornainental 
to the nation. 

One of the curious indications of the worth and talent 
of this esteemed statesman is the universal similarity 
with which his degree of ability is appreciated. Every 
one admits, and probably justly, that he is a hi|^ 
character; but no one whatever insists that he is a great 
man. There is none of that self-abandonment about him 
which is often peculiar to greatness, nor, indeed, of that 
tenacious selfishness which is as frequently the alloy of 
talent He is made of refined bullion, and, if not the 
most precious gold, assuredly sterling. In ordinary 



timet, when dinners are served up rep^ularlyat the r^gii- 
lar hour, and official documents lie in order, tied togethar- 
neatly with red tape, in official archives, Sir Robert Peel 
Is your man for office; but it would be an insult to the' 
vrorld to suppose that one so little imaginative and of 
auch inexperience, whoste adventures maj be compre* 
liended in a walk from Privy Gardens to St Stephen^! 
chapel, can be fit — 

** To mount the whirlwind and direct the storm." 

He is too corporeal, perhaps too corpulent, for such 
wisard-lrke caper. The seven volumes about Sir WaK 
t0r Scott's intromissions between Castle-street and the 
Pariiament-house of Edinburgh, and jyne to his fantasies 
on Tweed side, must be as nothinir*' to the mind thst 
lulls itself by thinking Sir Robert Peel able to control 
the *' chaos come again'' of this age, and hopes he will be 
installed Minister. But do not mistake me; I think the 
worthy Baronet passing good to fill a secondary aittia* 
tion ; but for — 

** Tramp, tramp, across the land we ride* 
Splash, aplash, acroM the sea ; 
Hurraht ^ dead can ride aptuc — 
IXwt fear to ride with me 7^ 

The late Sir William Curtis dancing the Highland fling, 
with a philibeg and his big body, would be a decontm 
compared to such an apocalypse. Let him show us, 
while in opposition, that he is able to comprehend the 
rushing spirit of the age. He has already pulled in hta 
horns, as if the very gala of Glasgow, that was to aatho« 
rize him to exalt them, had taught him there was a fbree 
in the stream of things which could not be stemmed. 

Of the kind of the talents of Sir Robert Peel, 1 think 
as highly as any man can sincerely pretend to do; but 

* Tbii alhision to that* work mu«t net be ooDstroed io inptf aDjrMn|* 
derofatory tu hs worth. It mainljf copwrts of the eliarmiiif fetten or 
an ezcelling food man ; and the narrative interwoven may be said only 
to give the author occasion to introduce Uiein. As a boik it stancb m 
the van of all the library works of the age; ami it Is ia.AttI figlrt, '^ 
not as a piece of biography, that it should be coosidered. 
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the haste and hurry with which men'n minds are impts- 
sioned must be ab.ited, cither by nature or the expedients 
of genius, before I should think it can be allowed that 
he is qualified to guide the destinies of the British 
empire. I do not say so in disparagement of his abilities, 
but to show that foolish partizans, when they clamour 
for his being replaced in power, do not rightly under- 
stand the symptoms of that moral cholera with which 
the nation is infected. Sir Robert Peel, I doubt not, 
might do much to strengthen the buttresses of our ancient 
time-honoured institutions, but we want one who has dis- 
cerned the direction which the deluge has takeniind 
sees that the foundations of the old not only require to 
be repaired, but that other new bulwarks and breakwa- 
ters must be raised to render them satisfactory and 
efficient. 

Consistency is the basis of political integrity, and Sir 
Robert, by showing an inflection of principle on the 
occasion of the CuthoUc Emancipation RiiU and on 
other questions, has certainly weakened that confidence 
in him which all the Conservatives would have volunta- 
rily and entirely given. Any suspicion of the nature of 
corruption docs not enter, however, into the bosom of 
his must corrosive adversaries; the very worst thought 
of him is, that he is apt to yield to a plausible expedi- 
ency. But, even with this alloying consideration, he 
has lost that paramount influence which in these times 
might have made him all but a great man. 

His style of speaking is in harmony with his charac- 
ter. No man in the House of Commons can iecturt 
better, and a spirit of good sense pervades all he says, in 
unison with the respect that his personal purity deserveii 
But we want an orator now who can sometimes make as 
thrill; for the Reform Bill has increased the audience, 
and it consists of a larger number of those who are more 
swayed by their passions and feelings than by reason. 
It is no longer enough now to think you are addressing 
that ancient Commons in Parliament assembled. Yoa 
must think of the mob of the outside, and the lealots 
who press arouud the doors. 
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LETTER IX. 



Canning. 

I rsAB you will think me paradoxical : but I am 
conscierttiously sincere: it would be a work to which I 
trust never to stoop, to say aught of a public man that I 
should blanch to avow to himself or to all the world, be 
he Whig, Tory, or Radical ; and therefore when I say of 
Canning that I do not think he was so superior as many 
others thought, believe that it is because I really think 
so, uninfluenced by invidia or. the instigation of party 
spirit Indeed, how can my opinion be affected by in« 
vidia, if my feelings are like those of other men? for I 
have ne%'er had but reason to be pleased with my re- 
membrance of his personal notice, and the principles of 
his politics were similar to my own. 
' That he was an individual highly gifted none will 
deny; but his gifts were not, I think, of the first quality. 
As an orator his power was commanding; but I doubt if 
there be one who can recollect anything he ever uttered 
that would have made << Felix tremble." In the weld- 
ing of a demonstration he was far inferior to Fox, and in 
fancy, compared with Burke, as the milky beauty of the 
noon to the gorgeous conflagration of the evening. He 
was certainly endowed with an elegant playfulness of 
fancy, that seemed to show he might have acquired cele- 
brity in literature, had fortune so willed: but even as a 
poet or an author he has not produced one essay that can 
be justly ranked above the effusions of those on whom 
soeiety bestows the epithet of clever. Men of original 
genius seldom produce more than one excellent work ; 
and Canning, neither as a statesman nor as a literary 
character, has done anything to merit a placB in the fint 
elaaa. 
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The arena of debate was, in fact, the scene where thii 
able orator was 8oen to the most advantage, and nov?tnd 
then he must have appeared there, to many a ^ countrj 
gentleman," almost as one of those energies which Pro- 
vidence sends forth when it has some special purpose to 
perform on the destinies of mankind. But even in hii 
most triumphant argument some who heard him must 
have discovered that the horizon of his views was not 
extensive — no, nor expansive. He seemed to think that 
the forms of the British constitution were already pe^ 
feet ; confounding the forms with the principlot t *— and 
although the pressure from without, like that of the 
famous Italian iron tower, was becoming stronger and 
stronger, so as to threaten to crush and destroy ail witlh- 
in, unless counteracted, he opposed Reform in Hmintf 
and thereby indirectly ministered to a more thoroog^ 
change than was perhaps, yet required. He never ap* 
peared to have a very clear idea of the prospective courtt 
of things; at least he always seemed to think that the 
currency and tendency of improvement were mueh 
slower than they are, and might be resisted by the eon- 
trivauces of statesmen. He was not aware that thefoun- 
tain head flowed from the beginning, and would contioaia 
as a river stream to the end. No doubt he was right in 
supposing t hat statesmen might dam up the coming deluge 
«-fora time; but assuredly ho ought to have seenybytos 
history of human affairs, that unless safety-sluices aod 
floodgates are constructed, the ever-flowing waters will 
burst every mound. 

Canning was a political Papist; a liberal one, it is true; 
but still one of those who think that what is human may 
be so excellent as to be virtuously prevented from being 
improved. He felt and represented the desire for Re- 
fiormation, as a pernicious passion for change only. He 
saw not that there is something in the circumstanees of 
the age, irritating to that desire, and whieh, perhaps^ 
made it stronger than was healthy; forgetting that be* 
cause it might be too strong, it did not thereCbre follow 
that there was not a golden mean, which should be con* 
sidered. 

Were he to be estimated by his liiergvy jeux^iTeiprilp 
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mifipect he would stand much lower in the opinion of 
lb admirers than he does ; and if regarded as he ap|>eared 
lest in Parliament, manv would hesitate to honour 
lim with the title of a great man, though few indeed 
nrould withhold the enviable and just epithet of a great 
>raior. He wa» emphatically an accomplished debater, 
ind had just so much of the statesman-mind as was re- 
juisite for that character; but he lived posterior to the 
time in which such a person would have loomed as a 
wonder; though there were many of his conlem|K)rarie8 
who reckoned him among those luminaries which La 
Bruy ere describes as su dazzling. In one respect, cer* 
teinjy, he was like them — he was a meteor; and his 
eflbols have vanished with himself. 

Before I conclude, perhaps I should add that in con- 
versation he was much less brt^liant than is commonly 
supposed. In the House of Commons he undoubtedly 
emitted scintillations, always bright, often splendid, and 
seemingly unstudied ; but nobody ever reported the 
social sparkliiigs of Canning. Of onf: who had so greatly 
the reputation of being a wit, this is extraordinary ; but 

Eerhaps, like the flint, he required a smart concussion to 
ring out his latent fires. 
Canning was, take him for all in all, not only an or- 
nament to the time, but an admirable sfiecimen of the 
inCellecUi of an age in which talents and accomplishments 
were correctly appreciated. 
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taught!) and he was quite shocked, for his ideas of men 
were of their manners rather than of their minds. Since 
that time his Lordship has been always an object of no 
common solicitude with me, and 1 have remarked with 
pleased complacency that he has become jubt what I 
thought he was likely to be — a party man, no doubt, 
but one with whose opinions general considerations are 
so mingled as to countervail tho.^e party predilections 
which render greater talent nugatory. 

The whole course of the Marquis of Lansdowne has 
been of the same tenour; sedate, temperate, becoming 
not only his rank, but his character. Lately I hadocci* 
sion to turn over the Parliamentary proceedings for moi9 
than twenty -five years, and 1 wiis surprised (for I was 
not looking for that) to observe how much ail his mo- 
tions partook of a considerate and reflective character. 

He has proposed nothing of a kind to greatly attract 
attention, but whatever he did seemed calculated for tbe 
exigency. I do not say that he ever attempted to re* 
present an expedient as a matter of vital principle; but 
ne often made things which were vital in prinoipleseem 
very like expedients, and suitable to the common uses 
of the world. The tact of .doing this is often the qua- 
lification of statesmen. Most men can appreciate the piac- 
ileal eflfect of measures, but few are awate of thoaeeaote: 
rical influences which should not be divulged to people, 
yet which are of the greatest interminable consequence. 
I am disposed (but ymi will not, perhaps, agree with 
me) to think that l^ord Lansdowne's defect is diflSdencCi 
ismd that he is possessed of more natural ability than he 
exerts — not owing to indolence, but to an imaginatioD 
that others more bustling have more talent. IregBrd 
him, indeed, as one who would be an invaluable ac^ui- 
sition to the Conservative side; but he has l>een all hii 
life so firm, though so temperate, a Whig, that I have 
ho hope of ever seeing him aught else, unless he ahould 
discern a vehemence in the wheels of his party needing 
a drag, and then he would adhere /oo consistently to tha 
change which he might be induced to make. In a wordi 
Hike him,^ though of different politics, because he dq^ 
not affect, like many of the WhigS| to defer to ' *' * 
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^e itself into domestic privacy and inflict stings there, 
Knay be detested. Of this kind was Peter Pindar. His 
aittempts to degrade the fatherly George the 'l*hird as a 
snan, can never be forgiven, while there is any thing 
like human feeling in existence; nor could ail the appli- 
ances of the King's condition have assuaged the grief he 
may have felt, had not -nature furnished him with a 
breastplate invulnerable to that kind of satire which 
amuses the good-natured, hut which often sinks deepest 
and rankles most incurably in th^ victims of its malice. 

- We think that Walcot was essentially matignaiit — 
mm tiiat does mischief without heing aware of its venMl'. 
The asp may have thought itself a vi*ry amiable creatoi^ 
when it revelled on the bosom of Cleopatra. But ht 
was worse than to be malicious; for that implies coiK 
dkiet instigated by revenge, and levengc, says Lord Ba- 
oon, is ^a kind of wild justice," believing itself to have 
been injured. 

. In one respect, however, the bad distinction of Dr. 
Walcot was a hoon conferred on the human race: for no 
man conscious of possessini; such talent will ever again 
iFealare to put it to so base a use. The wholesome example 
af the contempt into which he is now spurned, will deter 
others from allowing their instinctive impulses to pan* 
tier to the amusement of the public hy unchecked licen- 
tiouaness; We say this with the perfect conviction that 
we were prudent enough not to kick the lion while he 
Uv«d. 

Bat allhou^ it seems to us difficult to apply to Dr. 
Walcot anv epithet which does not imply aversion, be 
was atiii human; and hn patronage of Opie the painter, 
a friendless man of genius, is a beautiful jewel in <<an 
Etbiop's ear.'' By that kindness to one who needed- 
ii, he has redeemed himself from much of the blame 
which must be awarded to him when his poetry alone 
ia though! of. 
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LETTER XL 



Jamkb Watt. 

Had James Watt been actuated by a good or by a 
bad motive when he was in search of hia great impnnr^ 
ment on Newcomen'a steam engine, he would have 
deaervccl to have been classed with those who are eon* ' 
sidered the best benefactors, or the worst enemies of '' 
mankind. But he was only guided by the commoft , 
incitement which directs men of genius %vho think 
miraculous ihouj^hts, in spite of themselvesy^-ai if thcj 
were the subjects of inspiration. He gave a new liinb 
to man, inconceivably more powerful than his right 
hand. 

We have heard and read much of the attainments of 
this man of genius, and have never ceased to be amafeed 
at the nonsense which is uttered concerning hisltientSi 
contrasted with the justness of the estimate which the 
improved and intelligent have uniformly made^f hnn; 
The former speak of him as if he were tlie.inventcnrof ' 
the steam engine; but the latter know that it isofuor 
known antiquity; that in the reign of Charles V.a steam 
boat was exhibited before him at Barcelona, oii the 17th 
June, 1543; that more than a century ago a person of 
the name of Hall did invent a tug boat of the stieim" 
species; and that the Marquis de JouflTry in 1781 coi^ 
structed a steamboat at Lyons, in France. Ezeept 
indeed the one glorious idea of Watt, his improrsineiit" 
on Newcomen's engine, it cannot be said that^ io the 
application of the power, he has in a great degree sur- 
passed many others. 

Unquestionably since his time the power of stean 
itself has been so amazingly augmented, that it now may 
be said to be only limited by the quantity of the eon- m 
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bustiblea in the whole 'earth. Man had ftrmed himself 
^ith the thunderbolt by the disooyery of gunpowder^ 
mad by steam he has attained the strength of a god. 

It is with no disposition to disparage the inspiration 
«f Watt's suggestion that we say this; he has few more 
aesalous admirers; b\it he is treated as an impostor, when 
the ignorant claim for him more than the common ac-^ 
<|uirements of a man gifted with singular perspicuity of 
intelleet. Science is not indebted to him for a wider 
horizon than it before enjoyed; he was, altogether, a 
practical engineer, and his discovery was more of a per- 
ception than an induction. 

We had the great enjoyment of knowing this 
modern Archimedes, and while we can bear the 
strongest testimony to his clear-headedness, as com- 
pared with some of the most endowed with that faculty 
in his time, we should demur to acknowledge that 
we thought him superior to most others, except in ap- 
prehension. In that, however, he was quite wondei/ul, 
and the conciseness and simplicity with which he ex- 
plained his notions, would have secured him the repu- 
tation of being an extraordinary man. 

We recollect with what delight and astonishment he 
once unfolded to us a method that he supposed the an- 
cients practised in moving great weights. We men- 
tioned to him having seen a vast Parian marble altar of 
Apollo, in the island of Delos, and expressed our won- 
der how it had been brought there, as it was a cube, the 
most difficult of all forms to move. " Oh !'* said Watt, 
"quite easily; they had probably a vessel filled with 
sand at Paros, and moved up the block on rollers, on an 
inclined plane of earth, till it was unbound; and then 
they, in all likelihood, dug out the sand around, it, du- 
ring which operation it would settle downjggnd the re- 
maining sand become dunnage." It seemed to us at 
the time, and has ever done since, that this idea was 
perfect*; we never heard a process so completely de- 
scribed in so few words. It was in a sentence, and 
ours is opaque compared to his lucid gem. 

• What method did the French Engrineers resort to in shipping the 
obelisk which they brought fW>in Egypt 1 

Voi^ II — ;3 
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It was in this respect that Watt was tuperior; and 
instead of his son and the Greenock folk building for 
his monument a fantastic edifice that will not endure lo 
long as their steeple, it would have been more to the 
purpose had they procured a memoir of him, and puli- 
lished ity in which justice could have been done to the 
acutcness of his perception ; and only a contemporary 
can do this; for when the generation is removed to 
whom he was known, the desideratum can never be 
supplied. 
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LETTER XI L 



The Right Honourable Richard Brikslet 

Sheridan. 

Actors and singers are the most celebfated person- 
ages of their day; next to theili popular authors in popu- 
lar literature: perhaps orators may sometimes be deemed 
superior to the best of them, but not always. To these 
circumstances we should ascribe, probably, the large 
space whicfi the distinguished man of whom we have 
now to speak occupied in publitf consideratilkL At all 
events we do not think that he deserved the great cele- 
brity to which he attained in his own day. 

Sheridan was not, indeed, an actor, but he was a the- 
atrical author, as it was 6upi>o8ed, of several dramas 
which have first-rate merit:—- we say supposed; for al- 
though he was certainly ablb to have written the pieces 
ascribed to him, it has been doubted if he ever did more 
than flow*er and spangle the tissue of another's loom. 
Be this, however, as it may, the success of the different 
pieces which he enjoyed the credit of having produced 
would have made the fame of any ordinary man; — he 
was therefore famous by the influence of the stage alone 
in his time. 

But besides the notoriety thence arisinj^ his wife 
was a distinguished cantatrice, moreover v^ beautiful, 
and greatly renowned in the play-going world. In 
consequence, she was undoubtedly a feather in his cap, 
and his connection with her unquestionably enhanced his 
3WD rights to distinction. 

The tinsel of the stage glitters like gold, and the flash 
of rosin *^ flares up" as tremendous as the thunderbolts 
7t Jove : so was it with the reputation of Sheridan, 
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arising from hi» theatrical and conjugal connection: it 
was splendid in his time ; but if he had possessed no 
other claim to renown than what he derives from these 
two causes, he must have been to posterity as a far-off 
meteoric star. 

But Sheridan was, however, a wit; — a coarse one, it 
may be, and, like all wits, he was endowed with a bril- 
liant shrewdness; indeed, as a wit alone he must hare 
been a sparkling companion — to such a degree as to have 
attracted the admiration of his contemporaries: — but 
still there is no permanent renown attached to any social 
quality. 

Indeed, had he not proved himself as a first class 
orator in Parliament, it might have been questioned if 
he was so great a man as in his own time he was thought 
to be. His displays, however, as a speaker, left no doubt 
on the subject; and accordingly, for eloquence, and the 
light of perception which belongs to that high quality, 
he will ever be spoken of as an eminent man, though 
posterity will necessarily be only the echo of those who 
lived with him. 

Every thing about Sheridan marked him out only as 
a man of his time; for, except as a debater of themes 
suggested by others, he is entitled to no particular cele- 
brity. We do not think that, with all his shrewdness 
and perception, he was calculated to acquire distinctioD 
by his actions. He was, in fact, less a man than a fash- 
ion. None who enjoyed so much personal influence 
ever did less for the world; none possessed of equal 
talents and advantages ever established .such doubtful 
claims on the gratitude of his country. His abilities 
were rather those of a critic than an author; and so those 
now think who expected, from his debut as a senafeor, 
that a statesman would be unfolded, who would build 
for himself an ever-during monument inscribed by the 
gratitude of his compatriots. 
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LETTER XIII. 



The Right Honourable William Wyni^ham. 

There was much in the character of Wyndham 
agreeable to our notions of what Gonstituts9 an eminent 
man. His intrepidity had in it something heroic; for it 
was not obtrusive, yet always bold and determined: 
there was also a nationality in his mode of thinking and 
acting which has seldom been surpassed. He was a true 
English gentleman, — frank, firm, and resolute. Had be 
been a native of any country Whatever, his endowments 
were such that he would have been in all distinguished 
as one like an Englishman. He was not a star of the 
most splendid magnitude; but he was always a star; and 
one of great lustre and purity. His dispositions were 
sublimated with a feeling allied to the spirit of ancient 
chivalry; and his manners partook naturally of that gra- 
cious sense of honour which it was the study of the 
real knights of romance to elevate into a virtue. It was 
a very favourable indication of the spirit of his age, 
that he was admired, and honourably employed in the 
public affairs of his country. 

Of Wyndham's acquirements we cannot speak of our 
own knowledge; doubtless, they were at least equal to 
those of most men of his station; but it is the natural 
qualities of Mr. Wyndham that constitute the basis of 
his right to the applause and respect of posterity. Nor 
will it be forgotten, as a proof of the elevated caste to 
which he belongs, that his personal friends were all men 
of whom his eoontry is proud. His soul lived, it may 
be said, in the highest regions of intellect; and it could 
not have sustained itself there had it not possessed a 
natuAl nffinity for the ndble and QiagnaQtBioGUk 

13* 
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No epithet is too strong for Wyndbam^s general me- 
rits; it is only when considered as a man of geniusythit 
any hesitation can arise as to the niche which he should 
occupy in the temple of Fame. As an accomplished 
man, he stands very eminent indeed, and those who hid 
opportunities of knowing his literary attainments, de- 
scribe them as far above what were common. As in 
orator (and it is in that capacity he is to be regarded u 
a man of genius) he is entitled to a very high place Id 
the second class. Even his metaphysical finesse was 
conducive to his influence as a public speaker; for it 
often led him to illustrations which excited the attention 
of the shrewdest by their aptness. There was, indeed, 
an air and feeling of philosophical discernment in many 
of his most cursory remarks, far above those of men 
perhaps better fitted for the routine of business. It wis 
fortunate for the sacred and venerable things of the time 
in which he lived, that a man of such a temperament 
appeared in the ranks of those who sought to defend the 
time-honoured institutions of society. 

Perhaps all history furnishes nothing finer and more 
characteristic of an individual and of a nation than an 
anecdote of this distinguished man* He was major of 
the Norfolk militia; and when the corps was about to be 
marched into Sufiblk, an order was issued by the coai- 
mander, that the usual bounty should not be paid till the 
regiment had actually quitted Norfolk. Wyndham op- 
posed this innovation, but was obliged to submit. The 
men, as he had foreseen, were deeply discontented; and 
when, in the absence of the colonel, he gave the com- 
mand to march, they openly mutinied, and grounded 
their arms. The firmness of his manner, however, dis- 
concerted some of them, and they were about to resume 
their duty, when one of the privates, with the frank 
courage of his country, stepped forward and reproached 
then) fpr their pusillanimity. 

Wypdham's .pr^ence of mind was not shaken; he 
seized with his own hand this violator of discipline, and 
having procured assistance, lodged him in the guard- 
hoMpe, 

The populace rose; but still he was undaunted; Bt- 
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^mrlheless a rescue was appreheDd^, and Wyndham in 
Mmpquence resolved to continue with the prisoner dur- 
ing the night. 

At four o'clock in the morning the rioters attacked the 
guard-house, and demanded the liberation of the prisoner. 
Wyndham presented himself at the door, with his sword 
drawn. " While 1 have life," said he, ** I will defend 
this spot, and the prisoner shall not be suffered to 
escape." 

The mob and the insubordinate soldiers pressed for- 
ward to the rescue; but the prisoner himself appeared, 
and with that greatness of mind, which is indigenous in 
all ranks of the English nation, he entreated them to 
desist. "Do not," said he, "offer violence to Major 
Wyndham; he is the best of men. If you succeed in 
rescuing me, 1 will again surrender myself." 

The mob retreated, appeased, and the regiment was 
mustered and marched to its destination, h is impossi- 
ble, we think, to read a transaction of this kind without 
feeling the blood thrill, smd the spirit glow. 

The anecdote is chiefly introduced to furnish a palpa- 
ble idea of Wyndham's mind. His whole character 
evinces that magnanimity was inherent in it. His right 
feeling towards a lady whom he wished to marry, is 
less \Korldly, but still as noble, and the influence of him- 
self on another as obvious; as if greatness begat great- 
ness. She made him the confidant of her attachment to 
another; and with that genuine self-sacrifice which is the 
test of sincere love and goodness, he exerted himself to 
facilitate her union with his rival, a clergyman; and 
afler the, latter's death, Wyndham a second time showed 
that his affection and esteem were not abated, by pro- 
curing the means of stipulating with the clergyman who 
succeeded to the living, to grant a portion of the stipend 
to the widow. 

it is the occasional appearance of such men as Wynd- 
ham that propagates benevolence. 
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LETTER XI V, 



Fbamcis Hobmeb. 

Mant things are regarded with awe and di£BdeDee^ 
merely from the occasional arrogance of dogmatiauitbred 
in solitary rumination, and promulgated with an oracu* 
lar air and tone. Characters and works which the world 
respects exceed ingiy, do not inspire all with the same 
feelings of deference. For our own parts, without being 
bigoted to our opinions, we yet grasp them strongly; 
still, however, believing that others who think diflk^ 
cntly may have been as solicitous to form right notionfli 
as we have been ourselves. 

Our sentiments with respect to Horner are of the 
kind to which we allude; we decidedly differ from his 
friends in the estimate which we have formed of his 
talent?. 

In the logical development of a Subject, we ackoowir 
ledge he displayed great ability. He was not perhaps a 
very good speaker, but he was undoubtedly an acute 
reasoner; and no man could unfold inferences and in- 
ductions from his premises more perspicuously than he 
did at all times, whether as an orator or as a critic. 

But it was in the assumption of premises, that we 
think Horner was not only apt to be erroneous, butevea 
a dangerous man. The nation, in our opinion, still feeb 
and will long rue, his errors and heresies on the buUioa 
question. 

Had he lived, he might possibly have renounced iife 
theories on that subject; but it is not of such possibilities 
we have to speak; we must consider him as he lived and 
as he died; and our strictures do not refer to what he 
might have become, but what he really was. 



Once for all) we adhiity wftai indeed 'cannot b<s -dteSWj 
thtt he was a man of talent; but as si speal^er-we dq not 
d^itik he wjis a great orator. He had few popular grac^y, 
little imagination, and there was a miizziness, as-the 

Eainters call it, in his tones, which might beget respect; 
ut was not calculated to ensure confidence. His air 
and manner savoured more of the study than the forum: 
but in what he said he was accurate and forcible; leaving 
little more to be desired by his auditors than what he 
stated — the premises he assumes being admitted. He 
was therefore, we do affirm and believe, one of that sort 
of men who have proper intellectual instruments for dis- 
section, but who form previous theories, and then seek 
for evidence to support their theories, rather than for 
truth. But Horner himself conceived always that he 
was searching for truth. 

Nothing, we think, can more clearly illustrate our 
opinion of this respectable demi-intellect than his fatal 
assumption that paper was intended to represent bullion 
or coin; and that the depression of the former was the 
consequence of issuing more of it than there was bullion 
in hand to meet it. This was a plausible misconception; 
it arose from the error of supposing that paper repre- 
sented only gold ; whereas the daily experiences of busi- 
ness prove that it does not represent gold, but all other 
desirables; and that there can never be an excessive issue 
of paper while the means exist opposite to it of procuring 
desirables of the same marketable value which it bears. 
We do not say that Horner was to blame for the infer- 
ence which other ingenious men have since drawn from 
his notions; but we do think that the subsequent exces- 
sive rankness of the banking system may be ascribed to 
his notion that notes should represent coin in the coffers 
of those who issue the notes; whereas every practical 
man, who can think at all, knows that a banker issues 
against his means generally, and not against treasure. 
The desideratum is to make bankers hold stock equd to 
the amount of their notes, and that this stock should be 
applied to pay their notes, in the first place, whenever 
they are necessitated to become bankrupts. Gold^ in a 
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commercial country, is a fluctuating commodity, like 
every other, and it would be only more insane to oblige 
the Bank of England to pay in sugar or salmon instead 
of gold; the difference would he in degree only, not in 
principle* 



i 
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LETTER XV. 



Byron, 

The lyre of Lord Byron was not a monochord — he 
had two strings to his bow, Satire and Sentiment. He 
was, certainly, as far as popularity is a test of merit, the 
finest literary genius which appeared during the Regency 
and Reign of George IV. We doubt, however, if pos- 
terity will think so much of him, — though it must and 
will think highly of much that he has done. 

It is an invidious task, in some degree, that we pro- 
pose to ourselves, with respect to the merits of this young 
nobleman; for although in quantity he may be ranked 
with the most voluminous poets, he died nevertheless a 
young man; indeed, estimating him by his years and the 
mass of his works, there is no bard equal to him. 

It is, however, of the quality of his works we intend 
to speak; and if his popularity be not so excessive now 
as it has been, due allowance should be made for the 
public attention being attracted to new objects; in addi- 
tion to that more accurate estimate of his powers, which 
time and consideration enable his readers to make. 

A heavy deduction must be made from the amount of 
his fame, on account of two influential circumstances. 
First — he was a young peer, who, when a minor, had 
been rather sneeringly treated by the most celebrated 
Review of the time. The article was superlatively 
amusing, and procured for the subject of it a laughable 
notoriety, which, to those who knew his temperament, 
and to those who suspected it, was really very like re- 
nown. It made him known, and, it seems, stung him 
to the quick, as was expected; and he retaliated, in a 
satire not more just, by which almost every literary 
man felt that he was an enemy. These two causes 
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would, with the tenth part of his talents, have made him 
a distinguished man. 

Then he went on his travels into a region compan- 
tively little known; but instead of attempting to load 
the shelves of libraries, like his friend Hobhouse, with 
thick squab quartos, he published an eGTusion of moral 
bile, under the odd name of a ^^ Romaunt^^^ by which 
he was at once elevated, — like a brimstone field-preacher 
on a barrel-hond, or like patriots and mountebanks 
on a stage. There was no merit in all this: to other 
circumstances than merit he was indebted for his dis- 
tinction. 

Publicity was mistaken for fame, and the unthinkingi 
who are ever of the majority, seeing him conspicuous} 
and confounding notoriety with celebrity, shouted that 
he was a great man; — just as in the same period the 
Spa-fields mob shouted that one Hunt was a star; and as 
an Irish faction at present halloo another demagogue 
into still higher celebrity. 

Being notorious, Byron married: his domestic condi- 
tion interested the people, and an occurrence, which at 
any time respecting any man of rank would have ex- 
cited curiosity, added a new topic to the old talk about 
him. Tiiere was no merit in that. 

But he went to Greece just when he began to wane, 
when that celebrated land was awakening; and although 
many believed his sympathy for the Greeks was mere 
fudge, his interference had the effect of still keeping 
him uncclipsed to the public. He had not however 
been long in Greece till he departed this life. Surely 
there was no merit in thus dying. 

His clay was brought home: the foolish keepers of 
Westminster Abbey refused to let it be deposited there, 
and it was sent off to the country, where it was " quietly 
inurned." In fact, if it be considered how many inci- 
dents tended to keep the name of Lord Byron in the 
mouths of the public, there is no saying how mucli 
should be deducted from his fame, or rather from hitf 
popularity. 

Nevertheless, after all we have now said, we arc in- 
clined to rank Byron highly. His verse, partieulaily 
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len he rhymes, is often supremely sweet and musical; 
d he snatches occasional gleams of observation truly 
lakspearean. fiut we cannot away with the rusty- 
m-hoop jarring of much of his blank verse^ and the 
oth-ache groaning of his misanthropy. Though all 
e muses had the colic, and Apollo the cholera, there 
uld not be more ado on Parnassus, than he makes 
out the relish lessness of this world. 
He was indeed a poetical Spagnoletti; he shows us, 
o often, the human beijig skinless, with all his mus- 
?s, palpitating, shuddering, bleeding, convulsed, and 
re; forgetting that spasmodic grasps do not indicate 
rength. He gratifies malevolence by sarcasm that may 
Dvoke laughter, but which most men endeavour to 
ppressand restrain, even at he hazard of be ng deemed 
98 intellectual. Again, however, we say that ByroD 
as a great Poet; but posterity will determine that hit 
nk was not so high as many of his contemporary ad* 
irera imagine. 
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LETTER XVI. 



HuMF. 

JosEiPH Hume is one of those busy bodies who think 
notoriety tame. He has no tact^ and is intrusive 0Te^ 
much, but withal a well- meaning honest man. 1 am not 
acquainted with his acquirements, but! am persuaded 
they are not great, and his grasp of mind is very small 
He has long since attained the summit of his popularity. 
Even when at his greatest elevation, he was a iuminary 
as much indebted, for apparent magnitude, to the haze 
in the horizon, as to his own innate splendour. 

Mr. Hume, somehow, necessarily obliges those to 
appear invidious who undertake to write about him; be- 
cause, from his bustling, he occupies more space in the 
public eye than naturally belongs to him, and also a more 
conspicuous location, — of which he has possessed him- 
self rather by the unconscious forwardness of a natural 
impulse to be meddling, than by the display of any 
talent. When he first got himself into Parliament it 
was as one of the Duke of Cumberland's myrmidons; 
but he soon saw that the decorum expected from a make* 
weight Tory would not gratify his impatience for dis* 
tinction such as he coveted. Under the delusion that to 
be talked of among << the great unwashed" is renown, 
he accordingly turned patriot, and imagines now that 
he is a greater man, because he serves a mob instead of 
■a Prince. 

In my conscience, though I do think Mr. Hume is 
Mill actuated by the same motives with which he made 
his debut in public life, I trust to be always preserved 
from committing the injustice of supposing him guilty 
of seeking any sordid reward, or less than the celebrity 
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^ those who do service to their country. What he can 
^, he do^s; hut he has not the gift of seeing himifelf as 
others see him. 

"While I acquit him most entirely of having any other 
object in view than the light of the beacon that guides 
all public men, I cannot but regard the way by which 
he proceeds towards it as an indication of the character 
of his mind. He has never once seemed aware, that 
only works or deeds constitute the monuments of the 
truly famous, and inspire the applause of those whose 
applause is the hire of beneficent ambition; but has ad- 
dressed himself to gain the good will of that class, 
numerous in all nations, who think that the glory of 
empires, aud the business of rulers, ought to be in look- 
ing after candle-ends and cheese- parings. 

' I do not in any way whatever object to the predom- 
inance which Mr. Hume, according to the prompting of 
his nature, gives to economy, in its saving sense, over all 
the other duties of Government; for I am sensible and 
convinced that there necessarily is much waste and pro- 
digality in all state operations. But I do not like to see 
economy brought forward on all occasions, in the way 
he does; because I cannot conceive that men whose 
actions are all before the public, do not see that their own 
interests will be served by acting as Mr. Hume contends 
they should, though they may not discern that the spe- 
cific measures which he recommends are better than 
those which they themselves prefer. Statesmen, indeed 
all men, diSer in opinion; but who is to determine which 
is right or wrong? Posterity! posterity that reaps the 
fruit of what they sow. 

Mr. Hume is essentially erroneous, — 1 do not say 
wickedly so, because the narrowness of his mind is, pro- 
bably, the cause, — in ascribing, as he too often does, 
unworthy motives to those who do not worship his save- 
all idols. No man that is not naturally a criminal is 
ever, in public trusts, less awake than another to his 
duties; and I cannot endure to hear even those whom I 
would oppose <Uo the knife'' accused of deliberate cor- 
ruption. It is quite enough to know that human nature 
if 80 constituted, that men's reasons will often justify 
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measures which are deleterious; to be corrupt is to prae- 
tise sinister modes of action, of a tendency different from 
that which is professed. Are such practices common 
among British statesmen? Alas! if it be so, where 
among all the nations of all mankind shall we find a more 
honorable class than the subaliern servants of the British 
Government. Common sense blushes at the chattering 
of the fool who says that men in authority are baser than 
these. Mr. Hume would do only bare justice if he 
could think that those whom he poijits to as corrupt and 
delinquent, arc but mistaken, and acquit them of inten- 
tional wrong. By dding so he could likewise do much 
more good, even in his own small way. He would not 
make men, as honest as himself, meet his implications 
with indignation, and refuse to take the best advice^ 
merely because they are human beings, and cannot bear, 
when they believe they are doing as well as they Qan,to 
hear it suspected that they have either too much thrift 
for themselves, or loo little for their country. Mr. 
Hume, with total unconsciousness of the effect of his 
public conduct, has done more than any other individual 
in the history of Great Britain, to cause the million to 
ascribe malpractices to that class who have established 
her liberties. 

I say nothing of his oratorj^; except that, as a matter 
of taste, it is abominable — about as dignified and eloquent 
as the garrulous croaking of a chandler over his counter. 
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LEITER XVII. 



Wellington. 

' Perhaps I should not attempt to say what I think of 
Wellington. His achievements before the world 
need no blazon; and what man may presume unblamed 
to estimate his worth? Who, indeed, may penetrate 
the* recesses of the heart even of the basest? And shall 
those who are conscious of their own insignificance dare 
to arraign a special agent of Almighty God? 
• Eulogy and panegyric seem to me a profanation when 
I think of such a man; and 1 would as soon deem my- 
self able to imagine an object of sight more glorious 
than the sun, than a superior to this instrument that the 
heavens, in according to ihe system of the world, have 
manifested as a mortal man. 

As a man, he has, no doubt, his infirmities; but! 
never look upon him as such. Ail his human dross and 
frailties ape for those who revel on what is of the earth, 
like "the yellow and abhorred worms" of the graVe. I 
only delight to contemplate that celestial nature with 
which he was endowed, to promote the ordained pro- 
gression of the world, and to marshal the procession and. 
pageantries of destiny towards their sublin^e consum<» 
mation. 

If you regard him more in his human character than 
I do, you must nevertheless not consider me as extrava- 
gant I would shut my eyes to any spots that might be 
seen on his disc, even were his efiulgency less dazzling; 
for it is not as a mere man that I deem him illustrious : 
I reverence him as I do some phenomenon of the earth- 
quake or volcano, whereby the power of creation is 
mftde visible, and destruction ministers to beauty* Sen 

14* 
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riously I have no common pleasure in saying this, feel- 
ings as I do, that it is disinterested; for with all the 
abundance of his prosperity, there is nothing in hii 
power to do that could increase the gratitucU which if 
due to him from me, and from all men. 

History may exult in recording Wellington's victo- 
ries, and his country proudly erect cenotaphs to hifl 
fame; but that purity of the sense of duty, that sun-like 
openness of dealing, that ray-like straight-forwardnea 
of intent, and that diamond-like firmness of mind, can 
only be commemorated in heaven. Others have as nobly 
contested famous battles, and won the renown of heroei; 
but who has so taught mankind that duty implies re- 
sponsibility to heaven? 

The public career of Wellington seems to have been 
designed to furnish illustrations to the doctrines and 
feelings which dictated those immortal despatchea, 
which do him ten times more honour than could hafe 
been gained at countless Watcrloos. They prove that 
Providence has made from the beginning a covenant 
with men, that only what is right shall prospery and has 
sent him to verify, by his adherence to the covenant| its 
everlasting truth. In his acts, considered as prompted 
by his feelings, there has been a new apocalypse ; and 
no man, after the overthrow of Napoleon, who hears of 
that event, will without dread think, that by power and 
stratagem, numbers or valour, he may gain what is not 
righteous. Heaven, in building the pyramids of British 
greatness, that mighty work of many ages, seems to have 
been only constructing a pedestal for this moral colossus, 
that it might be seen over all the earrh. Had I to speak 
but of him as a soldier and a conqueror, my vocabulary 
might not be beggared. The recent publication of hii 
despatches, however, has opened to me a view of human 
nature, such as I cculd only imagine in a poetical dream. 
I can only think of them, coming in sequence to hia 
triumphs, — (« not to speak it profanely'*) — as of that 
still small voice that was heard on the mountain, after 
the eartliquake had ceased and the thunders had rolled 
away. The opulent may pile Pelion on Osaa for hii 
monument; but tlie men of all natipns should subscribe 



u brethren to publish a golden impression of those 
ptges in which VVeiiington has demonstrated that the 
EIGHT alone secures the favour of God. The pious, 
before THV Duke, thought awfully that it might be so; 
bat the great proof was reserved for the destiny of Wel- 
liogton. The world only wanta how a revelation, 
aTOUched by the miracles of high actions, that the dis- 
closure of those things and thoughts of which mankind 
are ashamed, is the only effectual check on sin that is 
needed, to complete the e£Bcacy of Christianity. 

1 hope what 1 have written will not be thought ra- 
vings foj* I should be grieved to imagine that sincere 
admiration could be construed into anything of an infe- 
rior bearing. All my own Insignificant life I have ever 
thought, that only plain dealing, and the publication of 
delinquencies, were necessary to the full development 
of the humane influence of Christianity in the heart; 
and I do think the Duke of Wellington has done more 
to display the virtue of the former than any man I have 
ever heard of. Nor do I say this with common feeling; 
for while a mere playing child 1 was instinctively sensi- 
ble of its value. The Duke has the merit of showing, 
that direct dealing, whenever dona Jide^ is what the 
world, both in public and private, requires to insure 
confidence. Who, indeed, bul one beyond the bondage 
of bedlam, will be faithful when he is not trusted? and 
who that is trusted, but a natural rogue, will stoop to 
deceive? 
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LETTER XVIIf. 



Sir Francis Burdett. 

I DO not say that consistency is political, integrity; 
but that it is the basis of the virtue, 1 do think. I may 
be wrong, but, nevertheless, that is my opinion. Nor 
can I conceive men would ever bestow confidence on 
any public character in which they did not believe it 
existed, and firmly too. The history and latter treat- 
ment of Sir Francis Burdett, illustrates my notions of 
consistency. 

I very well remember, when a green-horn, being one 
of those who looked on the honourable baronet as little 
better than a heretic, for entertaining such heterodox 
opinions as he then openly professed, and still does not 
quite ccnBde only to his pillow; but then I had taken the 
constitution of the country upon the report of older men, 
and was, in truth, as ignorant of its nature as a papist is 
of common sense. A speech of his at Brentford had, how- 
ever, the effect of inducing me to think, that there roustr 
be some criterion of political capacity, and that by it the 
privileges of all citizens must be regulated. I could 
never allow that popular approbation, according to the 
Whigs could be the criterion, — for it implies that the 
majority, " the mixed multitude/' are entitled to dictate 
to the enlightened few;>and 1 searched long and curiously 
to find what ought to be the measure of power. I was 
sure Sir Francis was not right, and that the Tory doc- 
trine of adhering to abstract principles, though not 
wrong, was not the thing which should be. 

Being thus excited, and calling to mind that British 
society was the progeny of the feudal system, my quest 
took the direction of antiquity; till at length I was con- 
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vinced that property, among us, Mill regulated the dis- 
tribution of i>ower. I saw that abih'ty would naturally 
regulate, but for the entail laws, the acquisition of pro- 
perty ; but that, till property was acquired, the wisest of 
men must remain cipheriess. By the way, I havey 
among my papers, an account I drew up full thirty years 
ago, relative to this very point, and 1 will look it out 
and send it you. If I am not mistaken, it will give you 
a clearer idea of my kind of Conservatism than all 1 have 
ever said. 

When I had determined for myself, that property was 
the natural qualification of power. Sir Francis rose in my 
esteem with a bound; for 1 could not imagine that aper- 
son df his discernment might be ignorant of the principle 
I hail elicited, or could propo^^e to give to those who had 
DO property as much power, suffrage, and influence, as to 
those who had a great deal. A red hot youth at the time, 
I proposed to Lord Henry Petty, then Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, a mode of enlarging the liberties of the sub- 
ject, by raising a revenue froqfi the issue in.the country of 
elective charters, similar in principle to a freeman's wheo 
he takes up his livery in London. I mention this circum- 
stance to show that my plan was not a thing of yester* 
day. 1 rejoice, indeed, exceedingly to observe, that Sir 
Francis, in his old and wiser days, is of my way of think- 
ing. That he has always thought so, I do not doubt; but 
when he was a candidate for Aliddlesex, I did think he 
was all for universal suffrage; conceiving men were natur- 
ally alike; though Nature shows, by bestowing different 
strengths and capacities, that she is opposed to universal 
suffrage. 

I think now very highly of the consistent baronet, and 
I want expressions adequate to convey my opinion of 
those Westminster electors who, for his consistency, 
have deserted him "They have gone themselves,'* to 
use a magnificent expression of Burke, <^ beyond Aurora 
and the Ganges," and looked back to the mountain afar 
behind* on which he has always stood; reviling him as 
if he had retreated to that everlasting station: — forever* 
lasting it is, and the hills shall be crushed into sand by 
the tread of Time, before property ceases to be the poli- 
tical standard of ability. 



166 PUBLIC CHARACTSB8 OF THE BXOXHC7 

As property constitutes the natural basis of power, 
ability, where power is unrestricted by extensive lawa, 
will, in proportion to its degree, divide the possessioDB. 
Privileges ought, therefore, naturally to be distributed ia 
proportion to the possessions; and, that power and ability 
may be united, property should be released from all ex- 
clusive laws and limitations of inheritance. But as there 
are two kinds of property, the one local and permanent, 
the other floating and variable, the possessors of the one 
kind should be distinguished from those of the other 
kind. 1 ought here to add, that it was to give political 
influence to the monied interest that I proposed to the 
Marquis of Lansdowne the issuing of county elective 
charters. 



The following is the paper alluded to in the foregoing 
letter: 

Property. 

I. Under the feudal system, in proportion to the 
opulence of a man's estate were his privileges and 
authorities. 

II. The dukes, or lords palatine, enjoyed sovereign 
powers. They coined, enacted laws, levied taxes, raised 
troops, and exercised the preroj^atives of life and death. 
The king's writs did not run within the bounds of their 
territories; they could remove from his courts the suits 
of their vassals; and they might demand back all crimi- 
nals who had fled from their authority. 

III. Earls of counties, and of those towns which were 
counties within themselves, judged of all civil deeds,and 
determined concerning all crimes, except the pleas of 
the crown; and when no appeal was carried to the sove- 
reign, their own officers executed their decisions. 

IV. Viscounts were originally the deputies of earls. 

V. Barons possessed a jurisdiction similar to that of 
the earls; but it was confined within the limits of their 
own domains. 

VI. Tenantry holding lands on the tenure of pro- 
viding for the army of the kingdom the service of more 
than one knight or soldier in full armour, exercised an 
authority similar in many respects to a modera justice of 
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the peace; and those who were bound to furnish only 
ooe kiiight also enjoyed a degree of manorial jurisdic- 
tion. Even vassals who held but the eighth part of a 
knight's service of land, were not without a portion of 
juridical power. 

VII. An estate of two hundred fees furnished two 
hundi*ed knights. Fees were divided into eight frac- 
tions or members; but often the fee was subdivided into 
many smaller parts. Hence the origin of the Scottish 
bonnet lairds, and the English forty shilling freeholders. 

VIII. The Christian clergy succeeded to the rights of 
the priests of the nations which destroyed the Roman 
empire; but it was not till after the fiefs had become 
perpetual that they appeared in the national councils as 
barons. It was the Bishops only who sat in consequence 
CFf their spiritual functions. The abbots were admitted 
into the parliament only by their territorial rights. 

IX. In England under the Saxon government several 
towns enjoyed extensive privileges, and in Scotland 
burghers were of greater antiquity in Parliament than 
knights of the shire. 
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LETTERS XIX. 



Lord Stanley. 

There is a kind of charncters with which, one is apt 
to fancy, a very little knowledge is sufficient to make 
one well acauainted. Of this kind, with me, is Lord 
Stanley. I know nolhin^r of him personally; I am onlj 
conscious of having seen him once, thirteen years SfpHin 
a Committee of the House of Commons; and yet 1 thinkf 
by his speeches, that I am not in utter darkness as to 
what he really is. It may be imagination which in- 
fluences nie; and I would allow that it does so, w^rel 
not assured, by experience in other instances, of the pro- 
bability of my being right in this conjecture. 

That his Lordship is highly endowed, will not be dis- 
puted; it may, however, be doubled if he be %vhat la 
called a man of genius. Yet in his orations there is a 
clearness of apprehension almo^t uniformly displayed, 
which, in the profession of a statesman, is not much, if 
at all, lower than genius. What I like about him is a 
straight forward way of going to his purpose, which re- 
minds me of the glorious peculiarity of the first man of 
the age — the Duke of Wellington. I would as sood 
think of doing an impossible thing, as of arguing with 
Lord Stanley in the hope of turning him from any topic 
on which he had delivered an opinion. It is not because 
I think him obstinate, but because I think he is con- 
scientious in forming his deci^ons, and that when he 
thinks himself right, he will not swerve from what he 
has inferred and concluded. I do not say that he is all 
which a u^reat statesmen should be; — but in an age when 
men seem to be too flexible, a man of candid fiitnneasit 
not far from being a great man. 
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I can say nothing whatever of Lord Stanley's man- 
ner in debate; but 1 fear he may at times be a Jittle too 
contemptuous, especially when he does not feeJ quite so 
much veneration for his antagonists as they perhaps do 
for themsel ves. He has, however, that merit as a speaker 
which is above all praise; — no one can ever mistake his 
meaning, nor does he ever confuse and confound him- 
sels in theoretical mists or mysteries. 

It is well, when I think of this intrepid statesman, 
that 1 have not to eat in my words, with respect to con- 
sistency bdng the basis of political integrity. I onlj', 
mark me, said it w^as the basis, not the whole thing itself; 
for if Lord Stanley were to appear to have changed his 
mind from that which he has previously thought, 1 would 
be perplexed; so much am 1 persuaded he would give 
lArong reasons for the change. Indeed, when I think 
of him, with respect to this, I wish there was some way 
of not considering consistency of so vital a quality as 
most people do. Is there not something like as if a man 
opposed himself to Providence, when he adheres, in 
altered circumstances, to previous opinions? Sir Robert 
Peel, I contritely ask your pardon for thinking, that in 
the Catholic Emancipation measure you were more 
regulated by motives of expediency, than by a conscien- 
tious conviction of the necessity of granting it. 

Lord Stanley has the good fortune of having been the 
instrument of announcing to the world the most mag- 
nanimous resolution in the transactions of all mankind 
since the beginning of time: — the incapacity of the 

BRITISH TO HOLD SLAVES, AND PAYMENT FOR DEPRIV- 
ING THE OWNERS OF THEIR PROPERTY. 1 may bc 

wrong in tne estimate I make of this sublime act; but 
all things hitherto dreamed of glory fade to me in com- 
parison. Victories, — yea, Marathon and Bannockburn, 
and the blaze of Moscow burning, — are as the stars in 
the midday noon, when compared with that first advent 
of the millennium. 

By the by, I must tell you a curious anecdote respect- 
ing Lord Stanley. While he was yet a very young 
roan, 1 was sitting with a shrewd old member of Parlia- 
ment, lamenting, even in Canning's presence, on the 
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proMpccts of the country, and the tlyinj^ oflof her ^\xa\ 
men. " JJut," waid he, " I do not yet dcHpalr; for her 
Htrenfi;th NoeniH destined to be renewed: 1 never soc 
Stanley but a.s the ark of the covenant, that will be kept, 
if we only will be true to the principles we profess." 

This would liiivc been a compliment at the time, bd 
it been said to Stanley himself; and it im|)lies no ordi- 
nary sagacity, tliat, after more than a dozen years >t 
should still be an assurance that may be relied on. The 
fact is, that if men of birth and influence could only con- 
ceive with what interest they are regarded by those whu 
have patriotic hearts, they would enjoy a motive to bi; 
renowned, which the humbler born cannot know, nor 
perhaps feel. 
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LETTER XX. 



SOUTHBT. 

In one point of view there is not a more respectable 
literary man of the age than Mr. Southey. All he does 
la of a superior quality; and though it will not be 
admitted that, in point of genius, he belongs (o the first 
cla^s, every one will at once place him high in the 
second. I do not think now that he has lessened the 
wrorth of his merits, by the acerbity with which he 
sometimes did allow himself to speak of other candi- 
dates for literary distinctions, i even think he was 
actuated by no detractive spirit, because they were rivals. 
But I will ever regret, for the general literary character, 
that a man, himself so meritorious, should, in unguarded 
moments, have allowed himself to judge of others as if 
he saw into their bosoms like a God. Arrogance of this 
kind is probably always sinful, and in those who pro- 
fess to be oonscions of being the lights of the world, it 
can never be otherwise than offensive to such as properly 
feel the weakness of human nature. I am averse to 
believe that any one consciously tries unprovoked to 
vex another; and 1 attribute it to a mistaken sense of 
duty, when men write of each other as Mr, Southey 
allowed himself to write of Lord Byron. But I say 
this with reservation. Men will, and it is natural to 
them, resent and revenge insults and injuries; and per- 
haps his Lordship may have given cause not to be very 
tenderly handled by Mr. Southey, or to be made much 
of — like Caliban. No one was more likely than his 
Lordship to say bitter things in a pleasant manner: and 
it was not required, in the recluse life of^the laureate, 
that he should see his armour was well tempered. 
But it is a vice of the time; men do and say such things 
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as critics, that the most brazen brave of them would not 
dare to whisper, in their own persons, even to an image 
on a head stone. Would it were by law established that 
there shall be no anonymous writing! what comfort it 
would give to the skinless! and how it would muzzle 
cowards and poltroons! It is true that the deeply skilled 
individual in human nature, Pitt, has enabled the aggriev- 
ed and libelled by pains to find out his adversary; but 
to do so requires a process of law; and it is not agreea- 
ble to have one's loot long tingling to, admonish the sit- 
ting part of a reviewer; nor is it always consistent with 
the graceful nature of the gentle sex, to give a box on 
the ears to a right honourable, whose great strength may 
happen to be in lying, or whose predilection to serve 
the public may prompt him to be an executioner of such 
subjects as have not had a trial. 

But do not mistake me: I by no means think or 
would insinuate that Mr. Southey is guilty, as a critic, 
of saying things of books which he would be afraid to 
say to the authors in private society; for, in fact, I do 
not remember any one critical interlocutor particularly 
that he has ever pronounced. But he is known to be a 
critic, and can be none the worse of knowing that some 
men may adopt the motto of Scotland. 

Of Mr. Southey's powers and style I am a great ad- 
mirer. When he is in earnest I think he often attains 
great beauty, with a degree of perspicuity that is often 
better than beauty. I am not, however, very obstinate 
in thinking he ought ever to write poetry;— and yet he 
has written much, and much of it very good. But, as 
Burns well says, — "folks must do something for their 
bread." Nevertheless, I do not think Southey is at all 
so good a poet as a proscr. Still, heads and tails of his 
thoughts often mingle in my mind, and if he do not 
melt the heart, he is a dangerous one with the imagina- 
tion. His verse never disturbed in me any feeling, but 
he has often troubled me with many fancies. 

Mr. Southey can afibrd to have his faults spoken of. 
As I once heard a gallant captain of a man-of-war say to 
a matron^ " Madam, your arms are so beautifully plumpy 
that I could hav^ the heart to nip them;" so I bavet 
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sort of enjoyment in molesting this very excellent per- 
son. His foibles, if his intimate friends know of any he 
has now, are quite unknown to me, and have been long 
unheard of by ears once open enough to the weaknesses 
of the celebrated. Nor is it to detract from his acknow- 
ledged superiority that I say, few acquire distinction so 
early, and preserve so eminent a reputation for so great 
a length of time. Of late years he has not added, it may 
be, to the elevation upon which all me\\ concurred in 
placing the statue of his talents: but, assuredly, he has 
done nothing to lower it. Perhaps, on the contrary, he 
has, like the barrows of the famed, become seemingly 
more enlarged by age. Though I know nothing of his 
personal worth, or of his habits, I have yet gratification 
in thinking, that I should have heard enough of both, 
had they not been such as we ought always to find in 
connection with such genius and industry. 
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CHAPTER I.— ANNO 1816. 

Events partake of the characteristics of those persons 
with whom they are associated, even when their relation 
to those persons is only synchronical. This was par- 
ticularly the case with the events which happened during 
the regency and reign of George the Fourth. 

On the 1st February 1816, Parliament assembled, and 
the topics of the Speech delivered by conri mission from 
the Throne were such as the British p^ple expected. 
The splendid termination of the war, and the general 
exertions of the empire, were adverted to with a just 
moderation, which augmented their glory. Perhaps no 
epoch in the national history was more magnificent, and 
certainly none has existed in which the conduct of the 
nation merited more illustrious commendation. The 
address, that was carried unanimously in the House of 
Peers, was worthy of the great occasion; nor was the 
general sentiment of the House of Commons less hon- 
ourable, though the unanimity of the address from that 
body was disturbed by an attempt to move, what might 
fairly be deemed a factious amendment. 

Afterwards some of the orators of that House were so 
injudicious as to attack the establishment of the army in 
France, which had been left there to deter her from 
aggressions; while others made pitiful complaints of the 
allies having exacted from France the pecuniary penalty 
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which had been so justly imposed upon her, for havin* 
tolerated the perfidy of that faction which displayed its 
disregard of the peace of the world, by its insane attach- 
ment to Napoleon. 

The people, however, regarded such mawkish benevo- 
lence with the contempt it deserved. They felt the 
enormous evils which France had drawn upon civilised 
Europe, and considered it but prudent that she should be 
prevented from renewing her crimes. In fact, they 
regarded the punishment as too lenient for the atrocities 
perpetrated, and the opposition of those rhetoricians who 
aflcctcd to condemn what had been done, was regarded 
as mere faction, or mere imbecility, and their names 
were only recollected in connection with those deplora- 
ble follies which every manly mind was desirous to 
forget. 

Doubtless nothing can be more iniquitous, in a politi- 
cal sense, than interference with the domestic concerns 
of an independent nation; and there is nothing which 
the British people would more indignantly resent, if 
applied to themselves. But the precautionary army 
which occupied France at this period, and the fine im- 
posed upon her for her political crimes, were not of this 
description. In no respect whatever was that army 
allowed to meddle with her domestic politics; and that 
penalty was as justly imposed as any municipal fine that 
is exacted from a convicted delinquent. The debates in 
Parliament respecting these points were offensive to 
common sense and contradictory to reason, and they 
have long since been consigned to the scorn or the for- 
getfulness of the world. 

Among all the discussions which arose regarding the 
different matters connected with and consequent on the 
peace, those respecting the Holy Alliance, as it was 
called, were perhaps the most unreasonable. It is incon- 
ceivable now, that men could ever have listened with 
common patience to the absurdities which were at the 
time raved in the English House of Commons against it. 
The character of the revolutionary doctrines promul- 
gated from the dens of Jacobinism, seemed to be forgot- 
ten; virhile every ingenuity was exerted to attribute 
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lalignity to an association formed to controvert their 
mdency. But it has always been observed, that after 
le crisis of a fever, delirium becomes more methodised, 
'he very asperity of the wild notions with which some 
ublic men were infected, subsequent to the final over- 
irow of the Imperial government in France, was a 
•roof that the pestilence was assuaged. 

As the character of the war was unprecedented, so the 
ubjects of the treaties of peace were in many respects 
:xtraordinary. In particular, the stipulations respecting 
he restoration of those works of art of which the French 
lad plundered various nations, constituted a new feature 
n the topics of diplomacy. It might have been supposed 
hat on a point like this no difference of opinion could 
lave arisen among the English people. But the per- 
I'erse affections of many ingenious men were excited by 
Lhat sublime " moral lesson,'' and the Minister found 
himself compelled to defend what was in reality an act 
of magnanimous retribution. " But," said the Earl of 
Liverpool, " whatever partial and temporary exasperation 
may exist on this subject, sure I am, that if those works 
of art had remained in France, they would have been a 
perpetual rallying point for revolutionary principles, 
inasmuch as they were trophies of re volutiohary triumph. 
Proud 1 am of the part which Great Britain has borne in 
the transaction, because not a single statue or picture has 
been taken for itself : still prouder am I, because it has 
caused every one of them to be restored to their original 
owners." 

But whatever differences of opinion might have been 
put forth, to perplex the policy of Ministers, there was 
but one sentiment in the mass of the people. The war 
had terminated with a completeness far beyond the 
hopes of the most sanguine, and a general exultation 
was felt in every pulse of the nation, the effect of which 
was propitious to the propagation of that high-minded- 
ness which constitutes the true worth of great trans- 
actions. 

Before the war, the spirit of the people had perhaps 
been too much addicted tq statistical pursuits, and to 
the more sordid interests of a nation. But the ^cite- 
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mcnt awjikcned by the wonderful incidents occurring 
ilurinfi; the course of the war, and especially by the mag- 
nificent cunsumniation of it, raised the moral tone of 
the nation, and tended to refnie the sentiments of man- 
kind. JOvil had never before so triumphed as in the 
j)rogress of the Fri^ncli arms; nor had it ever before 
sustained so signal a humiliation as in the avcngingjus- 
tice which drove Napoleon from civilised society, to 
live and die anionic liie rocks and serpents of St, He- 
lena. It was necessary for the salvation and suprcmaev 
of justice, that <' the ciiild and champion of Jacobinism'' 
sliould be deuionst rated to have been an impostor and 
a thief, ll is only vul*j;arity which imagines that deeds 
which aie crimes in r:i^s become virtues in purple. 

The coin|)lexion of the discussions which necessarily 
arose in Parliament, as the nation proposed to accom- 
modate itself to habits of peace, merits particular notice. 
The patience with which the war was maintained, is 
amonjj; tlie finest examples extant of the magnanimity 
of a great peoj)le, and it evinces the high moral level to 
wJHch these great events had exalted public sentiments. 
Nevertheless, a salutary jealousy of the Government 
was disj)layed; not from the integrity of its intentions 
being questioned, but from the known tendency of all 
governments to gravitate into despotism. It was on this 
plea that the Oi)position contended for a reduction of 
tiie army, so extensive and so sudden, as proved that 
they did not sufficiently consider and appreciate the 
nature of man; they did not take into account that the 
whole character of the war had a tendency to increase 
in the human bosom that natural and wise distrust with 
which power is re«:,arded, and which is the very vitality 
of freedom itself; but which at the same time engen- 
ders a necessity of being able to control this energy, as 
well as to j)rovide for the casualties of ordinary times. 

It was, perhaps, not expedient that the Ministers 
should publicly advert to this consideration; but it can- 
not be doubted that it must have had an important in- 
fluence on their deliberations concerning the army esti- 
mates. Nor will it be surprising if posterity imagine 
that the manly speech of Mr. Frankland Lewis on the 
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ocoasion, w%n concerted between the minority and the- 
opposition, in ord(.T to show that the constiUilional jea-: 
lousy so salutary to the liberties of the nation, still ex- 
isted in all its pristine vi^our^ Had the people not been* 
sensible that the peculiar features of the times justified. 
the continuance of a threat iriilitary establishment, there 
was certainly sufficient in the amount of the proposedi 
force to have callrd up their patriotic jealousy. 

But besides the cunsidennions which afiected the 
nation wiih respect to the army, there was another inci- 
dent, that at once qvinoed the hi^h spirit of the people, 
and the deference paid by the Government to popular, 
feelini^. We tiluclc to the firmness with which the re- 
peal of the property tax was demanded, and the judi- 
cious grace with which the abolition was conceded. The: 
consent to this impost at first, marked the willingness 
with which the nation seconded the eflbrts of govern-, 
ment during the war: and the rational yet firm manner- 
in which it was required to be. given up, showed that 
sense of right, and that calm resolve in the prosecution 
of it, which does more honour to mankind than all 
the armies or armadas that they ever equipped or de- 
stroyed. 

The abolition of the property tax gave occasion for a 
new modification of finance, the chief feature of which., 
was an appropriation, by the commissioners for the> 
redemption of the national debt, of the unclaimed monies 
in the Hank of England ; that appropriation being sub- 
ject to the future claims of the owners for restitution. It 
is amazing that the principle of this wise measure has 
not before been generally applied. It is similar to that 
of the old right of the Crown to unclaimed treasures; and 
there can be no reason why individuals should be 
allowed to keep unclaimed debts, while there is a state 
which can better use and better preserve them. 

This epoch was also distinguished by the exposition 
of a fact which was conducive to the respectability of 
the Monarchy. It had been supposed by the bulk of the 
nation that the annual sum allowed for the civil list was 
expended on the Royal Family, and the appurtenances 
of the King. The times required that this «< vulgar 
Vol. 11.— 16 
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error" nhould be exploded, and accordingly it Wtf 
ahown that ihe civil list comprehended many officers 
who properly belonged to the state, as distinct from the 
Crown ; and in consequence a new regulation wu 
adopted, which has extingui.*ihed the popular delusion. 

Without douhi, it may nafeiy be affirmed, that a spirit 
of greatness pervaded all the national procefdinga imme- 
diately subsequent to the war, and that although conteni- 
poraries, who were engaged in the operations and diseui- 
sions of that period, were often insensible to the grandeur 
of their own actions, posterity will regard them is 
amontJT the noblest manifestations of human dignity. 

Although it is still, and has been siace the first coa- 
nection of Irelind with England, Ihe custom to deplore 
the condition of that country, it does not seem at any 
peridd to have been a subject of research to ascertaia 
whether its habitual sufferings arose from that connection, 
or wei*e the indigenous results uf something in itself. In 
the d;iys of the great Spenser, in his account of Ireland, 
published in the rei^n of Elizabeth, he mukes an obser* 
vation which is still applicable, and will continue to be 
so till some mode is adopted to efl'eci a change in the 
moral organization of the inhabitants, either by the inter- 
mixture of another race in the place of those which may 
be removed, or by the introduction of a new system of 
educiition. **They say it is fatal to the destiny of that 
land," said he, <* that no purposes whatsoever which are 
meant for her gnod, will prosper or take good eflect; 
which, whether it proceed from the very genius of the 
soil, or the influence of the stars, or that Almighty God 
hath not yet appointed the time of reformation, or that 
he roscrveth her in this unquiet state still for some secret 
scout ^e which shall by her come into Eu|(land| is hard 
to bi* known, but much to be feared." The comment. 
on this is, that in the year 1816 a force of 25,000 soldiers 
was supposed to be requisite to preserve peace in 
Ireland. 

liut the natural influence of one fact has been for a 
lonf; prriod overlooked. By far the majority of tlie 
population is Roman Catholic, and yet it is the custom 
to ascribe her unquiet condition to the domination of the 
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Protestants. The very reverse ought to be the ca^. 
The unquiet should be a^icribed to the Catholics; for 
although the Protestants may have, or had, the ascen- 
daticy in the administration of the laws, it is an indispu- 
table fact, that the laws of no community afiect the 
jKfOple till events have taken place amon^; the people 
whieh call for them to be administered. The troubles 
of Ireland cannot arise from the laws, or from anything 
whteh depends on the government, but must be the effect 
of some foul secretion or ulcer which corrodes the social 
and intellectual character of the people. 

An attempt at this period to draw attention to the 
condition of this unhappy country failed of its effect; and 
it failed necessarily, because it was laid before the public 
in connection with that catalogue of undisputed evib 
which all admitted, but without any attempt to show 
that evils are not always grievances. Till it be con- 
sidered that evils cannot be cured by Applying to them 
remedies which are in themselves grievances^ Ireland 
must continue, as she has ever been, a puzzle and a per> 
plexity, that renders the best measures of statesmen 
ineffectual. 

In the course of this year the humanity of the inhabi- 
tants of London, and of the general nation, was much 
aflBieted by the result of an inquiry into the state of 
mendicity in the metropolis. The odious exposure 
which the Parliamentary Report made, of the vices and 
immoralities of property, nauiseated benevolence, and the 
remedies suggested by the committee who conducted the 
investigation were not eminent for wisdom. The inquiry 
showed, however, that there did exist in the community 
a desire to improve the circumstances of the miserabli^, 
and to circumscribe the facilities which existed for the 
perpetration of crirtie ; a fact which demonstrated that 
society was moulding itself into greater purity. The 
8uppre!>sion of the evils of guilt and of poverty is 
unquestionably beyond the power of man; but they may 
be rendered less injurious and disgusting,and a discipline 
may be introduced which will cleanse and improve thei 
perhaps, inevitable condition of the ignorant and the 
wretched. The institution of this inquiry did honour U 
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the intelligence of the age, even though it mnst be 
admitted, that its scope resembled the quests of the 
alchymist. It did not discover the seciet which is pe^ 
haps not to be found; hut, in seeking it, much that was 
valuable was made manifest. 

It may not be irrelevant to notice here, that at this 
period there was a great ellusion of verbosily about 
national monuments; and the House ofCommonSy being 
quite maudlin with the festivals of the peace, voted 
-617.000 to erect some structure in commemoration of 
Trafalgar! What has become of it ? Let us not, how- 
ever, be too severe on the Parliament in a fit of iDtoxi- 
cation, and regard such levilics as deadly sins. 

There was at this time in England a manifest at kin of 
distress, which, although it might be considered as the 
consequence of returning from a stale of war into peace, 
could not but excite serious uneasiness, and make all 
other considerations secondary, when the actualneces- 
sities of the people claimed attention. The harvest, too, 
had comparatively failed, and, as might hsive been anti- 
cipated, those unclean spirits which attribute all calam- 
ities to rulers, began to renew their stir and clamour, to 
the great annoyance of every reflecting person. But all 
this empty vapouring produced no worse eflect than that 
of giving the artisans of London a few occasional holi- 
days. 

In the midst of the consideration which the state of 
the public mind necessarily gave to the humane, an 
event took place productive of unmingled satisfaction; — 
the marriage of the Princess Charlotte, the presumptive 
heiress to the throne, with the Prince of Saxe Cobourg. 
This incident was the more gratifying at this time, as 
the Princess was thought to possess many of the best 
characteristics of the nation, and had shown, in connec- 
tion with this marriage itself, an intrepidity of indepen- 
dence which flattered the hopes of the people, that she 
would at^ future day exhibit those qualities which are 
virtues in sovereigns. 

With the mention of this auspicious event we close 
our sketch of a most important year, the first after a war 
of unprecedented character and unequalled reaulta. 
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CHAPTER II.— ANNO 1817. 

The events of the year 1817 are not pleasant to con- 
template. The people cherished hopes that peace would 
pour forth its cornucopia of plenty into the lap of the 
nation; and they were naturally disappointed, and attri- 
buted the calamities which they suffered to something 
wrong in the administration of the government. A gen- 
,eral paralysis affected industry. 1'he loom stood silenti 
the merchants were perplexed with bankruptcies, and 
the produce of the earth was blighted to the expectation. 
Ally in short, suffered. The rich were curtailed in the 
means of giving employment to the artizans, and the 
general multitude of labourers found no market for their 
ingenuity and skill. 

It was easy to blame the Government for these results; 
but the few who considered the alliance between cause 
'and effect, saw that the war had given employment to 
many whom the peace necessarily deprived of their 
occupations; while they could discover no remedy for 
the evil, till time should lead the sufferers into new pur- 
suits. Views of this kind were, however, very partiad; 
they were altogether beyond the comprehension of the 
multitude; and weak but well-me^^ning individuals, un- 
consciously infected with the revolutionary mania, be- 
lieved that a cure might be effected in the disease, by a 
process that would endanger the very vitals of the nation. 
Accordingly, they disseminated, with a zeal that might 
have been worshippetl, had it been as wise and honest 
as it was earnest, those insane principles which threat- 
ened the most time-honoured institutions; bewildering 
even honourable and respectable men, till they forgot 
that whatever is old must therefore have been found by 
experience to have been isootl. Hence the origin of 
those radical doctrines which imply that nature, in mak- 
ing men of difl*erent strengths and capabilities, and in 
showing that property is the natural basis oi power, hsd 
committed errors which men may rectify by political 

16* 
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experiments. The progress, however, of the mahdy 
may be arrested, and mankind may yet discover, if Ihej 
are not previously tauf^ht by calamity, that the same 
kind of slow development which brings the oak out of 
the acorn, is essential to the growth and improvement 
of the social condition. 

It must doubtless be ascribed to this mania of the 
times, that the Regent, in proceeding this year to opea 
the Session of Parliament, was attacked by some person 
amongst the assembled spectators. We are, however, 
disposed to regard this as an event that characterised 
the tendency of opinions, rather than as the symptom 
of any settled desii^n to overthrow the existing system 
of Government. It was more an act of fatuity than of 
crime; though it certainly did show the direction which 
the current of the popular mi:ul was taking. The days 
are now past in Engliuul, when any consj>iracy, which 
is not in unison with public opinion, can be successful 
An evil has, however, since grown up, which cannot be 
too warily watched;' namely, a tendcnoy in the Govern- 
ment to consult what is agreeable to the people, as if it 
were forgotten or overlooked that the majority of all 
communities are ever the least enlightened. To rule 
by principles, instead of opinions (formerly the thing 
desired by philosophical statesmen) has been in a great 
measure supcrsedc^d by this deference to the notions of 
the governed; a deference which implies willing submis- 
sion, on the part of the enlightened, to the dictates of 
the ignorant. 

In the case of the French Revolution, it was ulti- 
mately demonstrated that obedience to the desires of the 
dominant faction was ruinous to all which the judicious 
among the nation regarded as honourable and wise. 

The disturbances arising out of the transition from 
war to peace, attained at last to such a height, that the 
government deemed the ordinary laws no longer ade- 
quate to suppress the evil. The information which the 
Ministers had obtained on this subject was laid before 
the Secret Committees of the two Houses of Parlia- 
ment, and their Report confirmed the apprehensions o( 
Government This led to the suspension of the Habeu 
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Corpus Act, and to the introduction of other leginlative 
enactments contrary to the principles of the established 
constitution of the country. Whether or not the case 
required measures of sirch severity, was a point disputed 
by many; but undoubtedly there was a spirit abroad, 
and has been ever since, inimical to that security which 
is identical with liberty in a civilised slate. 

The operation of the new laws, as might have been 
foreseen, exasperated the evils they were intended to 
extinguish, and ^avc rise to the dissemination of doc* 
trines relative to spies, and the employment of such 
insidious familiars, that did much to impair the mag< 
naniniity of pui)lic feeling, which the events of the war 
had inspired. The mind turns with loathing from the 
'Contemplation of the grounds on which criminality 
-against the public may sometimes be apparently extenu- 
ated; for justified it never can be. Mankind suffers 
more from systematic espionage, in whatever is valuable 
to the species, than from all the darings of despotism. 

The employment of spies is at best but a proof of the 
good intentions of imbecile and incapable rulers. 

One practical result of the distress and disturbances 
of the kingdom was wiser and more salqtary than all 
the six statutes to which they gave rise. We refer to 
the introduction of a system of reductions in the public 
expenditure. It deserves, however, to be remarked that 
every abridgment of slate disbursements must produce 
privation somewhere; and it ought ahvays to be borne 
in mind that the extravagances of public prodigality re- 
quire to be checked by a gentle hand. Those who suffer 
by curtailing them are those, for the most part, who do 
not constitute the class that deserves punishment. The 
Ministers who sanction them are the delinquents; the 
instruments themselves can never be the guilty. It was 
also proposed at this time, as a remedy for the pressure 
of distress, that assistance should be given for the con- 
struction of public works. Certainly it is better to pay 
-the labourer for his hire than to give him alms; and 
-when private individuals are not able, from the vicissi- 
tudes of tritde, to give employment to their workmen. 
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Government does well to assist in the constniclioD of 
public works. 

Amidst the crude and ineffectual attemptSy which were 
now made to cure ptiblic evils by the application of 
mere palliatives, the heart of humanity waa refreshed at 
perceiving that the spirit to improve our aocial state 
was awakened, and that several constitutional questioni, 
which had for their object the moral exaltation of the 
people, were again revived: we allude in particular to 
Catholic Emancipation, and the Reform of the Repra* 
sentation. It is true no measure was at this time the 
result on either of these subjects; but the very agitation 
of the question did good, inasmuch as it prepared the 
nation for what was ordained to come to pass. Mr. 
Wilberforce, also, the chosen adversary of alavery, vm 
still unwearied in his virtuous endeavours, and was par* 
ing the way for that entire abolition of the iniquity, 
which it was reserved as a peculiar glory for the British 
nation to accomplish, by an act of munihcence unparal- 
leled in the history of the world. It is such things aa 
these which make us proud of our parent land. 

The year 1817 was, however, upon the whole, in ila 
general complexion dismal. But the public feeling wis 
most of all aflccted by the death of the Princess Cha^ 
lotte and her infant. Sympathy, which is the natural 
echo of the human bosom, and which exists in no other, 
has ever been particularly sensitive in this country; and 
the sensation which this lamentable event produced 
defies description or conception. Perhaps history 
affords no parallel to the universality of the sorrow. 
The consequence was felt as a domestic grief in every 
family; and it was in every quarter deplored as a puUie 
calamity the results of which could not be foreseen. 
So signally was this the case, that whatever may have 
been the character of the discontents with which the 
kingdom was politically nffiicted, it could not be doubted, 
from the sincerity and universality of the mourning 
which darkened the whole people, that in their hearts 
they were disposed to feel and regard loyalty aa aome 
thing akin to the filial and parental affections. 
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CHAPTER III.— ANNO 1818. 

The prospective aspect of the year 1818, was more 
sncouraging than that of the preceding year. Meo 
began to be sensible that much of the distress of the 
kingdom was owing to the change from a state of war 
to one of peace; and the fabric of calamity became less 
terrible, as the veil of mystery was withdrawn from its 
features. The agitators of the minds of the indnstrious 
elasses felt their vocations disregarded, as employments 
revived; and they ultimately became as harmless as the 
waters of the ocean, when the instigating winds have 
abated. 

Meantime our merchants and manufacturers, not con- 
sidering that other nations musi have suffered in at least 
an equal degree, from the same sort of afflictions as those 
by which we were visited; forgetting that war had 
raged over all the earth, and that every state and king- 
dom could not but feel affected, as we had felt; regard- 
less or insensible of this circumstance, they entered into 
the most fallacious speculations, and in the result found 
their hopes utterly disappointed. Nevertheless, the per- 
plexities which resulted from these indiscretions were 
not so general, as the distress of the previous year; they 
were confined to a smaller class, and may be described 
as an abridgment of enjoyments, rather than as a dearth 
of necessaries. 

The suspension of the Habeas Corpus Act was now. 
revoked, and the infamous system of espionage, which 
in their unwise and unworthy conceptions of human 
nature the Ministry had recourse to, was loudly and in- 
dignantly condemned, as both atrocious and despicable, 
by every right-minded man in the country. 

In a word, the symptoms of our being in a state of 
peace, began now to be manifest; and, like the swelling 
of the buds which announces the spring, though the 
change was not very apparent^ there was no doubt that 
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<< the time of the singing of birds had come:*' for the di- P^ 
minution of existing taxes was, at least, talked of. ^ 

One subject of parliamentary discussion, at thistimef r 
merits particular notice: it was that which Inspected the ^ 
character of our monetary system, as connected with the ^ 
Bank of England. We do not say that the whole di^ 
play of the orators who exposed themselves on thn 
occasion amounted to the ridiculous; but posterity wiB 
look in vain to it for proofs of that superiority of intet 
lect, which is generally attributed to those distinguished 
statesmen. The absurd notion that gold, or any com- 
modity whatever, can be the standard of value, wai 
glaring in their declamations; and it was evident, that 
our public men had still to learn, that there can be na 
criterion of value but desire or demand. An orange ia 
the thirsty desert, is worth an ingot of gold; and a bi»' 
cuit to the starving mariner on the ocean, is more valut- I 
ble than the far off Bank of England. 

It cannot be justly said, that the events which took 
place in the course of this year were of an impressive 
character to contemporaries, or that posterity will look 
back to them as forming an historical epochs but they 
evidently indicated a progressive movement in publie 
opinion, from the effects of which benefits will assuredly 
be reaped by future ages. The spirit of the laws wis 
mitigated in the severity of its retributions; education 
was nnore philosophically considered than it had over 
been before; and the multiplication of churches showed 
.the existence of a disposition to preserve and diffuse that 
only efficient morality, which arises from religious feel- 
ings and the practice of sacred rites. The slave trade 
also obtained a share of public attention; and the nece»> 
sity of extending the elective franchise was revived with 
increasing effect. The revision of the Poor Laws was 
also felt to be more than ever necessary; and the honour 
of the legislative proceedings was in general worthy of a 
nation which felt that it had neither attained the nooii of 
its glory nor the manhood of its power. 

Many deplorable events have had the effect of con- 
viticing the British people of the necessity of securing 
an uninterrupted succession to the crown. The death w 
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he Princess Charlotte, with ber infant, in a very spf eial 
Mnner reminded them of this important coiiBideration, 
lad gave rise, in the course of the year, to no less than 
bur marriages of the Koyal Princes; for previously, it 
l«d not been apprehended, nor was it indeed evea 
.bought of, that the numerous family of George the 
Third >vould permit a deficiency of heirs to the Crown. 
Bui bes^ides the political expediency of taking some steps 
o avert the consequences of this |>ossible contingehcyV 
he confluence, as it may be called, of so many royal 
narriages at one period, occasioned a proceeding which 
kttracted some attention. It was held by many to be 
inconstitutional to consult, as Minisiers did, a number 
»f parliamentary characters, as to what requisite provi- 
lion should be settled on the Princes, before they dn- 
lounced their approaching nuptials to Parliament. But 
vho can seriously say that such a proceeding could, or 
lught to, have been regarded as unconstitutional-^the 
rery object of it being, in fact, to ascertain how Parlia- 
nent was likely to relish any proposition on the subject. 
t can never be unconstitutional to take precautions 
Tirhich may anticipate public excitement, and consequent 
Sanger to the public peace. 

Towards the close of the year Queen Charlotte died, 
ifter a lingering illness. The e^ent had been foreseen, 
indy when it happened, the sympathy of the nation was 
lot greatly awakened. That Princess had, indeed, 
tomewhat waned in popular opinion for sometime before; 
)ut such ought not to have been the case; for few have 
lO long occupied such a conspicuous station, not merely 
with less blame, but with so much sterling worth. She 
had, perhaps, fewer foibles than fall to the lot of most 
Bremen; and her conduct as a wife and mother deserves 
unqualified approbation. It could not be said that she 
was distinguished by her talents; but she possessed what 
perhaps, as a consort, is better than talent, namely, great 
prudence, and most exemplary propriety and purity of 
manners. In these respects. Queen Charlotte will ever 
be justly regarded as an ornament of the regal rank; and 
after her death, circumstances transpired, which showed 
that goodness in her was the result of real virtue, anii 
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not practised to gain the applause of the world. But it 
was not only in the househohl charities, and in e%*incing 
at all times a correct sense of the proprieties of her sta- 
tion, that this excellent personage excelled : she did, io 
ract> possess, though not in a high degree, talents that 
were not unworthy of her station and deportment. 
Several translations from her native language are known 
to have proceeded from her pen; and ihe author of this 
sketch has reason to helieve that, while the King her 
husband was huay with the repairs of Windsor Castle, 
she composed a history of tlie Ked and White Roses, 
and the Wars of York and Lancaster. 

Some objection has been made to the frugality of 
Queen Charlotte, as unbecoming the magnificence of her 
station; but at her death, when the curtain of conceal- 
ment was drawn aside, it appeared thut she was only 
parsimonious in order that she might be the more char- 
itable. The old Scottish lady who, with ShaksfHsrian 
discernment, described George the Third as <* an honest 
man with a want," said of li is wife, that '< she was a 
wiselike woman, just like a midwife, and she ought not 
to wear a turned silk gown." 



CHAPTER IV.— ANNO 1819. 

The buds of peace, which appeared to be swelling 
during the preceding year, became unfolded in the 
present Tiic returns of the revenue, and of the exports 
and imports, were most satisfactory; and the sanguine 
began to think they saw, at the end of a long vista of 
prosperity, the bright and beautitul regions of irue glory 
and lasting peace. 

The annual communication of the Regent to Parlia- 
ment announced the facts on which these anticipations 
were grounded. Various reductions in the royal estab- 
lishment were made, in consequence of the death of the 
Queen; but in the parliamentary consideration of the 
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topics to which the proposal gave rise, there was more of 
party spirit displayed than the nation generally syippa* 
thised with; for, to the honour of the people be it said, 
they were reluctant to curtail the appointments allowed 
to the old King; indeed, there was a kind of compassion 
universally felt for him; — as if the consideration of his 
infirmities begot tenderness. 

The character of the proceedings in Parliament were, 
during the session of this year, emphatically pacific. 
The Government was engaged on measures of that 
description. The revenue presented, by reductions in 
the subjects of expenditure, a balance in- favour of- the 
nation, and it was expected to increase by an increasing 
prosperity. This was justiy inferred from the nature of 
the increase which was evident in all the branches of 
taxation. 

Among other blessed effects of the peace, which now 
offered themselves to public notice, one was a universal 
persuasion that the time was at hand when the cash pay- 
ments of the Bank of England should be resumed. 
Every man admitted the propriety of the restriction 
which had been placed on the coinage issues during the 
war; yet it is amazing, now that the discussions have 
resulted in the resumption of cash payments, to look 
back at the crude and jejune theories which puzzled the 
public mind, as to what is or should be the principle of 
a monetary system. The representative character of a 
circulating medium was forgotten; and men who were 
reputed sagacious lent their imaginations to theories on 
bullion and paper, which transcended in absurdity the 
dreams of the alchvmists. 

Demand is in fact the only true standard of value; 
and the utmost that can be stated of gold is, that because 
of its price, it is less than most other commodities liable 
to fluctuate, and is more perhaps than any other gene- 
rally recognised as a desirable thing to possess. Gold 
undoubtedly approximates to the nature of a criterion; 
bat to consider it, in a commercial country, as possessing 
any more sacred character than that of a commodity, is 
one of those inconceivable absurdities which may be 
classed with faith in rotten bones and transubstantiation. 
Vol. II.— 17 
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Did not the fact of the nation having, for more than 
twenty years, made incredible exertions, and produced 
incredible results, under the Bank restriction, prove of 
how little importance gold is, even as a circulating me- 
dium, in such a country as Great Britain ? The very 
aspect of it, in the shape of coin, was almost unknown.— 
In fact, the prohibition of the mintage of gold is a reform 
that cannot too soon be taken into consideration. The 
existence of the doctrines respecting its monetary nature, 
are destined, at no distant period, to be classed among 
obsolete vulgar errors. 

Among those other topics which can only be well 
weighed in a period of peace, was the state of the crimi* 
nal laws, with a view to the mitigation of punishment 
As nations become sedate in their habits, ofiences dimin- 
ish in atrocity, and it is therefore expedient that the 
penalties for the perpetration of them should also be 
allayed. The British Legislature now felt this truth; 
and no part of the proceedings of Parliament displayed 
more unmingled wisdom than those which related to 
this topic. 

The consideration of the Catholic Claims was perhaps 
judicious; but the abrogation of the laws which afiected 
the civil rights of the citizens professing the popish reli- 
gion, was undoubtedly wisely deferred, if it was only 
because the Protestants, who had the ascendancy, were 
not ripe for the concessions applied for. It seems extra- 
ordinary, when viewed philosophically & priori, that 
one class of men should presume to think that ano- 
ther ought not to worship the Deity except in their 
fashion: — and certainly, if equality of rights can be 
allowed on any subject whatever, this is the one. Still, 
mankind must consent to surrender some of their natu- 
ral rights as individuals, for leave to live in society; and 
perhaps theoretically the restrictions on the Catholics 
may be considered as offering no more than a fair coun- 
terpoise for their avowed allegiance to a foreign Poten- 
tate — the Pope. But unquestionably the spirit of the 
age demanded that the penalties which this supposed 
allegiance may have required and occasioned should un- 
dergo revision and mitigation. 
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The remainder of the parliamentary proceedings of 
this year, and those relating to the internal polity of the 
kingdom, were all in the same spirit of conciliation 
which we have noticed. But an incident occurred which 
led to the abolition of the obsolete law of trial by wager 
of battle, and which ought to have had the effect of 
directing the attention of the Legislature to the circum- 
stance of laws remaining valid on the statute book, at a 
period when the improved humanity and enlightenment 
of the nation would no longer endure their execution. 
The moral sentiments of every period should have due 
weight and consideration, in regarding the circumstan- 
ces which affect the extenuation or the aggravation of 
crimes. 

It may perhaps be regarded as a human weaknesS|ijf 
not a human instinct, that agitators who go about the 
country persuading the people that they are grievously 
oppressed, will never want auditors. But it does not 
therefore follow that such quacks are wiser than other 
mountebanks. To this species of gullibility the English 
.people has in all ages* been prone; and towards the end 
of this year the type of the disiease was particularly 
alarming. 

The seditious doctors had been for some months unu- 
sually active in their mischievous vocations; and, by 
their nostrums, evils which were seen by the reflecting 
to be of temporary malignity, were exasperated into 
crime. 

There is no satisfaction to. the philosophic mind to 
dwell on the errors of a great people. We therefore 
intentionally treat the madness of the mob at Manches- 
ter, and all the symptoms of the same moral influenza 
existing elsewhere, as matters justly meriting to be for- 
gotten rather than recorded. Those movements, how- 
ever, occasioned such a general panic at the time, that 
Parliament was again assembled in November, and legfeil 
expedients were adopted with success to quell them. 
But there were evil spirits abroad, who represented the 
measures of Government as indicating machinations 
against the liberti^ of the subject. But the character of 
their delusions wa» tooa expoSsed; for so soon as the agi- 
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tators were prevented from pursuing their Toeation, the 
evil ceased, and the progression of tlie national pros- 
perity revived and continued. 



CHAPTER v.— ANNO 1820. 

The events of this year are of a more pietureaque 
and striking character than those of the last The first 
which the future historian will remark, is the death of 
the aged George the Third. It was long expected; but 
•tiltf when it did take place, the emotion in the public 
mind was profound and general. 

It cannot be said that although the reign of George 
the Third displayed stupendous phenomena, he was a 
great monarch; but, on the other hand, few, indeed, 
will refuse to bestow upon him the epithet of a good 
man. His peculiarity was, that in his habits and charac- 
ter he represented the Squirearchy of England; and we 
do not know that there has ever, in the whole world, 
existed a class so respectable, with so few and such in- 
nocent foibles. So far as the personal example of kings 
in their private capacity can be supposed to affect the 
manners of their subjects, the merits of this paternal old 
man were of the highest importance, at a time when the 
spirit of the age ran strong against high station. Nor did 
he lack those virtues which evince the possession of mag- 
nanimity and courage. His life was several times the aim 
of maniacs; and the coolness and dignity of his behaviour 
at the attempt in the theatre, evinced a degree of morsl 
serenity that was almost sublime. His consideration 
also for the descendants of the unfortunate Stuart, was 
in the finest spirit of royalty; and his disregard of eaH- 
caturists and personal libellists bore testimony to the 
consciousness of his own worth. In the case of the 
now^forgotten ridicule of Peter Pindar, he is said to have 
been, one of the most diverted of the satirist's readera, 
and to have protected him from proseoution. But evM 
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in serious attacks he showed the same equanimity. In 
his ■ morning rambles alone through Windsor, he once 
went into a bookseller's shop, and took up a book. iTie 
rnaster was absent, and when he returned, the King was 
reading Paijie's Rights of Man and continued to read. 
The bibliopole was in agony; for his Majesty had opened 
the book at the place where he himself is described as 
unfit to perform the office of a beadle. Presently he 
laid the book down, and entered into conversation, with 
his habitual good-humour. 

We well remember the impressive description of 
Windsor Castle, which a very accomplished Foreign 
Prince gave us, after he had visited it incognito, while 
the blind, infirm, old man was confined there. His 
Highness's account of the silence and solemnity wa» 
truly poetical; for the associations were shaded with re- 
miniscences of the King's condition. We forget the 
words of his description; but they were as beautiful as 
those of Horace Walpole: 

^ What awful lilcnce! how these antiqae towen 
And vacant courts chilPd the suspended soul. 
Till expectation wore the cast of fear; 
And fear, half ready to become devotion, 
Mumbles a kind of mental orison.*' 

Shortly before the demise of the King, the Duke of 
Kent died. He was a Prince who in many points of 
dispo3ition resembled his father.* 

In periods of disturbance, there are always plots 
hatched, remarkable at once for atrocity and absurdity. 
Of this kind one was discovered in February of this year, 

* The writer knew him well, and can vouch for the possession of a 
degree of even boyish naivete, which in a person of his nigh rank was 
peculiarly amiable. Happening to be sitting with his Rojal Highness 
in his library one evening at Kensington Palace, when the two-peni^ 
post letters were brought in, the number was considerable, and one of 
them, which bore anything but an aristocratic or literary aspect^ he 
opened first, remarking with a smile, that it was doubtless an aflfair of 
charity. It was from a drummer in hb regiment, and was written in 
hirge text It related to something concerning the bo^*8 mother. Siioh 
a letter was nndonbtedly js convincing proof St the light in which ho 
was held by those who loolKd np to mm;-^and tbo perwal of it ofi^ 
dontly gate him ploonuro* 

17* 
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in which these two characteristics were conspicuously 
apparent. It was a conspiracy to blow the whole minis- 
try to atoms, in the midst of their feasting, at a cabinet 
dinner. But although it is impossible to think of such 
a scheme for the destruction of Ihe British govemlnent 
with gravity, yet the practicability of carrying it into 
effect involved considerations of awe and abhorrence; 
and ultimately it gave occasion to the perpetration of 
several murders among the conspirators. We use the 
phrase murders advisedly; — for though the ministry 
were informed of what was devised against them, they 
took no adequate steps to prevent the conspirators from 
carrying on their designs, till they could not be seised 
without the certainty of encountering resistance. 

In the provinces, the disturbances to which we hiTe 
alluded in the foregoing chapter, as the cause of calling 
Parliament together, were really alarming; entirely I 
owing, however, to the insufficiency of the force em- 
ployed to keep the peace, and to its being tardily used 
for that purpose. In England the focus of excitement 
was Huddersfield, and in Scotland, Glasgow, We have 
no epithet of indignation to apply to the conduct of 
government on this occasion: it was like the imbecility 
of natural idiotism. Although they were fully apprised 
of the designs entertained, they took no steps to prevent 
the crime till the frantic bedlamites of the insurrections 
had ripened themselves for mas.'^acre or for punishment. 
An address to the inhabitants of Great Britain and Ire- 
land was in fact published in the name of a provisional 
government, and placarded at Glasgow on the 1st of 
April — all fools' day! But the fools in office, without 
observing the date, — and instead of treating the whole 
matter as a hoax, as they should have done, — considered 
it as treason, and incurred the contempt of posterity by 
the noise they made, when the delirium of the hungry 
mechanics of Glasgow, Paisley, &c., had boiled over into 
rebellion. The numerous murders which were at this 
time perpetrated at Greenock, partook more of the cha- 
racter of a riot of intoxicated volunteers belonging to the 
obscure town of Port Glasgow, than of any politicat 
movement The affair is now sunk into oblivioiu 
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As for the battle of Bonnymuir, as it is called, one 
nan had the glory of having his hand riddled through 
sy a pike, and his <^ gallant gelding" mortally wounded. 
Oh! the heads that are in high places! Statues have 
heads always; but statesmen engaged in civil broils only 
sometimes! 

A dissolution of Parliament took place ader the death 
of George III., and the necessary measures consequent 
on such an event were quickly arranged. The routine 
business of the state was also transacted, after thcf'new 
Parliament met, in the usual way, and with a fitting 
progression, that showed the rAition was still advancing. 
At this time an unexpected event filled the whole king- 
dom with consternation; we allude to the arrival and 
trial of Queen Caroline. 

In adverting here to that painful subject, wcx merely 
do so for the purposes of complying our record: — for it 
is not of a nature to allow of our treating it properly. 
All we shall say is, that although we attended the inves- 
tigation for two and twenty days with exemplary pa- 
tience, in order to obtain the truth, we are still unsatis- 
fied. We shall therefore speak only of the result. The 
Bill against her Majesty was abandoned; and the popu- 
lace, without caring the worth of two straws whether 
she was guilty or innocent, took her part, merely, we 
verily believe, from the excitement of the moment. 
Perhaps we might be justified in saying that, because 
she was a lonely woman, their generosity was interested; 
for the English mob is not ungenerous. But we suspect 
they did not think much about her innocence. All we 
shall remark further is, that the hesitation of her Ma- 
jesty's counsel, when the witness Restelli's permitted 
departure became known, was an equivocal proceeding; 
and that out of deference to the world theftiquirjr should 
not then have proceeded further. 
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CHAPTER VI.— ANNO 1821. 

The year 1821 cannot, in any respect, be coDsidered 
as an important one in the series of a distinguished pe- 
riod. The treatment of the Queen, like a pebble thrown 
into a calm ocean, continued with widening circles to 
afifect the remoter parts of the nation; but the agitation 
in the centre was subsiding. We offer no opinion on 
the conduct of her Majesty, in condescending to be made 
the idol of the mob. She had undoubtedly reason to 
feel that she was deserted by the court party, in a man- 
ner that showed, if not a conviction, at least a persuasion 
of her guilt; and it was natural to become desirous of 
demonstrating the possession of influence. She best 
knew whether she was innocent or guilty; but if the 
latter, there was no possible excuse for the effrontery 
with which she braved the King. In this, however, 
we are, perhaps, actuated by unworldly notions. We 
have no pardon for those who are conscious of guilt, 
yet act as if they were innocent ; and when they dare 
to become avengers, we have only detestation for them. 
On the other hand, who can applaud the innocent for 
submitting meekly and in silence to the utmost degree 
of outrage and wrong? 

But we abstain from further remark on this topic; 
because we feel too strongly on it to be able to offer any 
opinion which may not be liable to misconception. 

The progressive movement of the nation, in the midst 
of the conflict with which society was molested by the 
personal enmity of the King and Queen, suffered no in- 
terruption. But it cannot be doubted that the political 
aspect of the kingdom, to other states, was anything but 
tranquil; and was a lesson given to all statesmen, to be 
wary and cautious how they make the domestic bicker- 
ing, or even the private guilt, of high parties, the subjects 
of popular discussion. 

The routine business of Parliament was, perhapS| at 
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lisfactorily arranged as could well be expected; and 
I respect to the government estimates and measures, 
lere was nothing susceptible of more cavil than might 
e expected, where an opposition is justly regarded as a 
^quisite department in the institutions of the state. 

The Catholic question was disposed of as in the pre- 
eding year; that is, with a display of as little phi- 
^sophical intelligence as possible. Economy was in 
ict the order of the day; and the minds of public n|en 
vinced a becoming abstemiousness. It is impossible to 
ekd of their talk without suspecting that at times there 
i a concord of opinion, which i^ms as if it were pre- 
oncerted. The Reform question was also not forgot- 
3n; but the public took little interest in it. A few 
ociferous demagogues, it is true, laboured in their vo- 
ations; but altogether the time was not come when 
gitators were to feel themselves inconsequence. 

In the summer of this year the people were amused 
vith one of those exhibitions of state pageantry which 
eem to be occasionally got up, with a view to convince 
he commonalty that the earnings of their industry, which 
re exacted from them by the hand of taxation, arc not 
ill lavished on such useless or dangerous things as navies 
md armies, but that they do indeed get sometimes a 
)enny worth for their penny. We allude to the corona- 
ion of George the Fourth. The abortive attempt of 
he poor Queen to play a part in the show, was a pa- 
hetic incident. Her indiscretions, and the accusations 
igainst her, were forgotten in the melancholy spectacle 
)f her begging for admission from door to door at the 
i\bbey, and retiring repulsed from them all. The whole 
-ange of dramatic poetry has nothing so touching as the 
following account, and the associations it is calculated to 
iwaken. After many mortifying indignitief at different 
)laces, her Majesty got to the Abbey door, where Lord 
biood, who was with her, desired admission for the 
^ueen. The doorkeepers arranged themselves across 
he entrance, and requested to see the tickets. 

Lord Hdbd. — I present you your Queen. Surely it 
s not necessary for her to have a ticket. 
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Door-keeper, — Our orders are to admit no person 
without a prer'a ticket. ' 

Lord Hand, — This is your Queen. She is entitled to j 
admission without such a form. 

[The Queen here smiled ; but said, in an agitated 
voice, " Yes. 1 am your Queen; will you admit me?"] 

Door-keeper, — My orders are specific, and I feel my- ■::& 
self hound to obey them. 

[Here the Queen laughed, or seemed to do so.] 

Lord Hood. — I have a ticket. 

Door-keeper, — Then, my lord, wo will let you pass oq r 
producing; it. 

[Here his lordship showed a ticket.] 

Door-keeper. — This will let one person pass, but iw 
more. 

Lord Ilood^ — Will your Majesty go in alone ? 

[Her Majesty hesitated.] 

Lord Hood, — Am 1 to understand that you refuse her ^i 
Majesty admission? 

Door-keeper, — We only act in conformity with our 
order. 

[Her Majesty ajj;ain seemed to laugh.] 

Lord Hood, — Then you refuse the Queen admission? 
Will your Majesty enter without your ladies? 

Her Majesty declined, and Lord Hood conducted her 
hack to her carriage. Shakspcare himself never 
imagined such a scene as this, or one so pregnant with 
deep and melancholy interest. 

On the 7lh of August (in much less than a month from 
the above period) the Queen died, — it was said, — of a 
natural malady. We forbear to speak in detail of her 
funeral; though there is nothing more wild and exciting 
in all the poetry of Germany. We can only say, that 
surely the kennels must have been raked for offal, to 
enable some demon, who hated the magnanimity of the 
British people, to construct likenesses of the men then 
in power, and in their names sanctioned proceedings 
which tiie English language affords no epithet bUek 
enough to designate as they deserve. 
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CHAPTER VII.— ANNO 1822. 

It was felt in the course of this year, when men had 
isure to look about them, that the world had now 
rived at one of those eras from which posterity dates 
new series of events. Society has been compared to 
le dead bones which the prophet saw in vision revivified; 
it here the feeling which might dictate the comparison 
ould not be correct. The principle of resurrection was 
yt there; — there could be no Resurrection; for never 
sfore had th^re^been such an epoch as that in which we 
ved. It was a new section of the parabola of eternity, 
1 which the world had entered, and much of the eVror 
hich mingled with the reason of men must be ascribed 
> that same circumstance. They thought that old times 
id practices would come again: but they forgot that 
lOUgh there may be fine days in October, the summer 
then over and gone. Yet we are wrong in the appli- 
ition of this simile; for mankind had now passed from 
le spring of their days into the summer. The know- 
fdge which had been sown was now growing into 
ower, changing by its appearance the whole lace of 
lings. As in all similar mutations, — such as the 
issemination of Christianity or the reformation of the 
hurch, — the genius of the old and the past system waged 
far with that of the new and the future; and men, 
ccording to their interests, allied themselves to that 
ide vvhich promised the most advantage. Those who 
/ere in the enjoyment of the immunities of the depart- 
ig epoch, naturally became its defenders; and their 
pponents were adventurers, eager and enterprising to 
ccomplish their overthrow, and to welcome the coming 
hange. Gifted minds were at this period too much 
egarded: it was not considered that the knowledge 
vhich was manifesting itself around, had been sown by 
hose who were as stars in former times; and that the 
ew distinguished in our day, were in like manner 
lestined to influence less the present age than posterity. 
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On the 5th of February, the King met the Parliament, U 
and delivered a speech, singularly demonstrative of the ^u 
paucity of philosophical reflection in his Cabinet He 
spoke as if the aspect of things was that of resuscitation 
merely, and as if his prompters did not observe that new 
characteristics were unfolding themselves ; what he 
imagined were buds and blossoms, were full-blown 
flowers and early fruits, Thus it happened that the 
ministry, in overlooking the progress of opinion, applied 
cordials and restoratives, instead of that purifying 
regimen which the condition of the nation required: and 
hence, by the unskilfulness of the state doctors, tumours 
and abscesses gathered in the vitals of the state. The 
whole system with respect to Ireland was essentially 
erroneous; it was formed on the principle of making thkt 
better which was incurable. The gangrene wasobvious, 
but it was treated as inflammation merely; and plasters 
and poultices were applied, when amputation alone 
could give relief. We say this after deep consideration, 
and with deliberate condemnation. Instead of investi- 
gating the sources of the evil connected with Ireland, 
they only asked each other what medicines ihey should 
apply to her. There was no doubt that Ireland was 
diseased, and that the prolongation of that treatment 
from which she had obtained no relief, could not cure 
her; after a prolonged trial, it had failed; and the in- 
ference was, that it should be changed. To describe 
how the noxious nostrums were prepared and adminis- 
tered, would be a waste of time. We consign all that 
was said and done about Ireland at this period to utter 
contempt, with the exception of Lord Lansdowne's pro- 
position to commute the tithes, and Lord Wellesley's 
ineffectual good intentions as lord lieutenant. A chap- 
ter taken from the history of Elizabeth's reign, as con- 
nected with Ireland, will afford a good view of its con- 
dition in the reign of George the Fourth. It is only 
necessary to forget three hundred years! 

Another proof that men in power were actuated by 
healing intentions merely, without paying any attention 
to the progress of the disease, was the nonsense whieh 
was talked and listened to respecting the distress of the 
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agrieultartst Will posterity believe that it was pro- 
posed to grant a respite from this pressure, by means of 
t loaii? that it was in contemplation to burden the whole 
kingdom^ with all its commercial and manufacturing in- 
terests, in order that 

** The grentleinen of England, 
Who live at home at ease,** 

might get their rents paid? It is incredible to think 
that such an insane project could ever have been imagined 
by any man out of Bedlam. There was not a schoolboy 
who did not know, or ought to ha%'e known, that the 
agricultural distress arose from the rents being toa high, 
in consequence of their having been rated during war, 
while labourers were mult'plied by peace. Nor was it 
enough to propose the abolition of taxes; which was, in 
fact, only another mode of making the community pay 
the landlords. 

In the midst of the discussions respecting the embar- 
rassments of the farmers, those which respected the 
finances remained much as heretofore ; though some of 
the propositions to abolish taxes were allowed to be 
heard. 

The spirit of legal reform was still awake, and un- 
questionably, in the course of the session, several statutes 
were greatly improved. A judicious extension of the 
Navigation Laws was enacted ; and the trade of the 
colonies was placed on a more liberal footing than it had 
been.* We must also hail with satisfaction the benevo- 
lent attempt to inflict penalties for ill-using those animals 
which minister to the convenience of man. There was 
in this a decisive proof of the improved humanity of the 
age. It is right to notice also, though the endeavours 
came to no issue, that there was this year some declama- 
tion about Parliamentary Reform, evincing, however^ 
that few public men considered it on the true principle, 
namely that property should be the basis of political 

• Why the colonies are not all aa free an the parent country in mat- 
ters of trade, is a mystery, like that which refuses to recognise the 
pheasants and partridges ou a man's estate as property. 

Vol. II.— 18 
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privilege. Nor was it adverted to, that the amuing in*'> 
crease of property in the realm, claimed an extenMoa-oC 
the elective franchise. Some also talked of uDippad 
suffrage; a theory which is opposed to the work vfvAia 
Almighty himself, — who has made the ttronp; aa vNlH aa^ 
the weak — the stupid, and the shrewd — such doDcea as 
were then in office, and men of common understanding. 

After Parliament had adjourned, the King made a trip 
to Scotland; and the whole << ancient kingdom'' waa in 
a << guffaw" of joy on the occasion. Posterity admires 
and will admire the awful remains of the amphitheatre 
of Titus, Gibbon says; and from Maiden Kirk to John 
o'Groats, will Scotland exult with the remembrance of 
the galravetohings and gavallings of that memorable 
visit But the wisest men sometimes amuse themaelvM. 
with forms and follies, as joyous children do -frith. 
romps. Are such, however, the proofs of a iuition?f 
prosperity? 

Durine the King's visit to Scotland, an incident took 
place in London, which must not be omitted, even in i 
cursory sketch of this kind; we allude to the auicide of 
Lord Londonderry. He had long performed a diatin*. 
guished part in the great political drama of the ag^and 
his death would, at any period of it, have been aolemn; 
but the circumstances under which it took place, made 
it impressive even to his enemies. This distinguished 
man had, however, no /76r^t>na/ enemies, though he bad 
many bitter political adversaries and rivals. He ca^. 
tainly was not a great man; but to have so long main- 
tsuned his predominance in a state like that of England,. 
proves that he must have possessed qualities of no eom* 
mon kind, and that he was entitled to the situatioD 
which he held, as regards his opponents and contempo- 
raries. His style of pubic speaking was more that of a 
man of office than of an orator; and his measures were 
remarkable rather for boldness than for wisdom. It 
would be wrong to ascribe to him personally those stnt* 
agems of state by which delinquents were allowed to 
ripen into criminals, instead of being arrested in their 
guilty intentions; stratagems, of which no languase 18. 
strong enough to express the nation's detestation. ISat, 
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at least, he did not resist them, and must therefore be 
regarded as a ^^ particeps criminisJ*^ Persons who 
know d, priori oi ^ design to perpetrate offence, and who 
do not take measures to prevent it till the intended con- 
spirators become punishable, are in fact guilty of that 
delinquency which converts punishment into crime. 

In his manners, Castlereagh had no repulsive charac- 
teristics; on the contrary, he was more agreeable than 
. most men, and was invested by nature with a prepos- 
sessing exterior, which in matters of business is of no 
small importance. His integrity as a man was unques- 
-tioned; but his magnanimity as a statesman was more 
than equivocal, not however from intention, but from 
an inability to conceive in what true greatness cocisists. 
He was ^an honest man to the best of his ability; and 
-was of doubtful probity only as a minister, and then 
only because he was sometimes obliged to have recourse 
to cunning, from not having real talent for the task he 
had to perform. There was too much management In 
his policy; and hence he often stirred up strife, when 
his measures were really intended to promote unity and 
peace. No man will deny to him the desire to be great, 
and even to be good; but few will allow that he pos- 
sessed the requisites to be either. Fortune was more 
favourable to him than nature. Of his domestic charac- 
ter we know little: he had no children; but he is re- 
ported to have been an affectionate husband, and a most 
affable master. England was not the place in which a 
man of his kind and amount of talents and acquire- 
ments could ever deserve or obtain general respect. But 
in a more despotic state, he would undoubtedly have 
been in his proper element. 
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CHAPTER VIII.— ASKO 18S3. 

It is a publime subject of contemplation, that not- 
withstanding the atrocious character of the late war, and 
its tendency to render every ieeling of the heart calloufli 
the purification of society throughout Christendom had 
been still progressing. In Great Britain the mitigation 
of the spirit of the lasvs showed that the nation was be- 
coming more civilized, or, if the expression may be sup- 
posed better, more humane ; though we may consider 
humanity and civilization as synonymous. 

It would, however, appear tiiat when Parliament meti 
there had been .some qualms felt within the King's 
Cabinet, as to the continuance of the peace. We only 
speak of qualms; for there was no extternal symptom to 
ju.stify suspicion that war was in contemplation. His 
Majesty did not assure his << Lords and Gentlemen'' 
that he had ^^ every reason to hope tliat tranquillity 
would remain uninterrupted," but only '^ that his e£brts 
had been unremittingly exerted to preserve the peace of 
Europe;" and that he << still continued to use his most 
anxious endeavours and good offices, to allay the irrita- 
tion unhappily subsi:iting between the French and Span- 
ish Governments." 

The fact of such an irritation existing should be borne 
in mind, as explaining, to a very considerable degreey 
the apparent languor with which the state was indispu- 
tably affected. The debates in Parliament tended to 
confirm the apprehensions which the King's speech was 
calculated to awaken ; and liobhouse, with the gift like 
Solomon's, for which he is so distinguished among those 
who know him, said that, <' It was with fear and trem- 
bling that he suffered the opinion to escape his lips, that 
the war was inevitable." Certainly the aspect of the 
nations was at the time rather sullen; but it pleased 
Providence and the British ministry, that war should 
not take place. All, therefore, in the discussion, which 
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implied hostilities, may be judiciously forgotten. It 
cannot; however, be suspected that it was not the gene- 
ral desire of the nation that peace should continue. The 
proof of the sincerity of the Government in their eflTorts 
to preserve it, was in their sending to the congress at 
Verona the Duke of Wellington, the most straightfor- 
ward man of the age, and who would not have under- 
taken the mission had he not been convinced that the)*e 
was to be no juggling. But notwithstanding the sincere 
eflTorts of the ministry, there did take place some hostile 
demonstrations between France and Spain. The scene, 
however, was of little interest to the British public, 
whose feelings alone in this sketch, we attempt to 
describe. 

The financial aflairs for the year were arranged as 
satisfactorily as was expected, and the estimates passed 
without much disputation or bickering. The opposition 
in general testified no dissatisfaction at the amount of the ^ 
military force; while Hume took occasion, when it was 
proposed, to show how incapable he is by nature of un- 
derstanding any general principle. 

Among the evidences that a latent inclination or lean- 
ing in the public mind towards Parliamentary Reform 
was beginning to manifest itself, were the discussions 
connected with that subject in the House of Commons. 
They tended to show, what many had long believed, 
that the structure of the representation required revision; 
and these discussions were of such a nature, that some of 
those who had never thought at aH conccrnipg the 
question, now began to see that something must sooner 
or later be done. To a studious observer, however, 
these discussions were not satisfactory. The leaven of 
the French anarchy had evidently tainted many of our 
public men; and as this leaven was most palatable to 
the lower orders of society, it was not merely to be ap- 
prehended, but was demonstrable, that, come the Reform 
when it might, the gold would be alloyed with French 
metal, — in other words, that population rather than 
property would be the great point of consideration. 

At what period this doctrine of population rather 
than property came to be regarded as constituting thQ 

18* 
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standard of political rights — or, in other words, the 
criterion of political ctaim8, — (as property had alwayf 
hitherto been from the beginning of time,) we have 
never troubled ourselves to inquire; conceivinK that it 
was one of those popular delusions which would gradu- 
ally disappear. But we did not bear in mind that the 
strongest arms are generally allied to the thickest heads, 
and that the very promulgation of the doctrine would 
probably have the immediate effect of arraying a large 
physical force against all lime-honoured institutiona 
There is now but one way of counteracting the evil: 
namely, by education. No enlightened man will 
ever imagine that population can be the true basis of re- 

Eresentation; for society, with all its multifarious forms, 
as but one and the same object — the pbotectioh or 
paopERTir: for ihut Governments are endured ; tar that 
laws are made and administered. The sense of what 

f)roperty is must be generated in the human breast, be- 
bre population will be allowed that ascendency which 
makes it the interest of the many to destroy the righ^ 
of the few. The very principle of justice must be 
weeded away from the human mind, before that whiehis 
mine oug\\l to be shared with ihee — not only with /ikes, 
but with every idle ^^ ne^er-do-weeP* wlio thinks his 
neighbour's loaf better than his own* Is the gloiy of 
personal independence, — that feeling which has been 
the spring of all virtue since the beginning of the werld, 
— to be suffocated by such theories as universal aufinfe, 
and the sneaking, cowardly skulking of the vole by bal- 
lot? Is there no man who will proclaim the tnilhy that 
to substitute population for property, as the basis of le- 
..presentation, would be a revolution greater than the 
French insanity? 

But although there was much to deplore ia tha nrS" 
mulgation of the baleful principles of that frattduMBt 
equality which is proposed to lie established, by insti* 
tuting universal sunrage, still the claims of benevoltaee 
were not overlooked in the propositions, which traa 
daily attracting attention, for ameliorating the blood- 
thirsty code of England. It was not yet however M- 
ticed, even by the saintly politicians in Parlijimentp ^ 
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although the decalogue forbids many actions, it prescribes 
ao punishments. No — with in&nite wisdom it has left 
lo the spirit of the age in which tlie deeds might be 
done, to adjudge what should be their penalty. 

The chronic disease of Ireland continued through this 
year with fluctuating symptoms. Various remedies were 
l^roposed; but all were ineffectual, and ever will be, till 
a thorough investigation of the condition of that ill-fated 
country, has determined the true nature of its disease. 



CHAPTER IX.-^ANNo 1824. 

It was certainly the characteristic of George the 
Fourth's Government, that Parliament was less tarn- 
|iered witli than it ever had been before; and it must be 
confessed that although his character exhibited many 
faults and errors, the period of his reign and regency 
was, generally speaking, a constitutional period. The 
natural weakness of man im|)els us to regard his errors 
with compassion rather than with indignation; but we 
have no pardon for any individual, or any set of men, 
who undertake the government of England, without 
feeling that, in assuming that office, they become the 
organs of a great, a liberal, and a high-minded people. 
If they are conscious that the/ are naturally unfitted for 
the high task, they should not dare to accept of place; 
yet the very act of doing so proves their inherent mean- 
ness. It is different wiih the King. He cannot help 
being a King^ he is bom to the station, and cannot 
know by any innate intimation whether or not he is 
qualified for his ^< great office." 

Without question, the year 1834 was one of the great- 
est promise and prosperity which the British nation had 
ever reached. Other periods may have been more bril 
liant; but the universal blaze of this time was more 
serene and more exhilarating. Not only a feeling of 
vigour pervaded all the country » but the confideoca 
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•the people in the prognostications of the lime wts sudi 
IS the oldest did not remember. Even Ireland enjoyed 
the respite of a temporary slumber. The reveniMS were 
increasing; agriculture was recovering from thedqira^ 
sion under which it had laboured; and throughout all 
classes of the community of Great Britain cheerfbl eon- 
tentment was the anthem they uttered for Ueasings pos- 
sessed. The state of the Spanish provinces in America 
inspired our merchants and manufacturers with hopCy 
and the proceedings of Government respecting them 
merit the unqualified epithet of judicious. 

This state of things was partly ascribed to the inflo* 
ence of Canning in the King's Councils. He was a man 
of genius, undoubtedly, to a certain degree; and the am 
required that the spirit of such a man should predomi* 
nate; for the old landmarks of political wisdom had been 
•disordered or swept away, and it was not so necessary 
to repair what had been injured, as to supply the deside- 
rata suitable to the new order of things. Old institutions 
had been confused together, and precedents had become 
so confounded that they puzzled mere official intellects, 
when expedients were required for the exigencies of an 
epoch that will hereafter be regarded as in some degree 
revolutionary. 

What rendered this period remarkable, was an acknow- 
ledgment in the King's speech, that the cheering pros- 
pects of the kingdom were owing to the operation of 
natural causes, and not to the wisdom or foresight of.the 
executive. Distresses may arise from attempts to coun- 
teract the issue of natural causes; and ministers often 
attempt such counteraction, in the persuasion that they 
know the future better than Providence. But by obey- 
ing the tendency of these causes, good ever ensues. It 
was supposed very generally, and with good reason, that 
Canning perceived the natural tendency of things much 
more distinctly than his predecessor Londonderry, and 
that he had the wit to give way to that tendency. 

We ought not to pass without placing in the pillory of 
these pages the sentiment in which Lord Hothflid 
ascribed the flourishing state of the country mainly^lp 
the wisdom and firmness of Parliament. In fais-LgM- 
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hip's opinion. Divine. Proridence was only entitled to 
econdary thanks; the Lords, of which his Lordship is 
me, being entitled to half at least of the honour and 
|lory ! But against this blasphemous trash, one philo- 
lophical remark of the Marquis of Lansdownc may be 
placed. He observed that, **U all chance of advance- 
ment in the old world was cramped and chained down 
by two or three great powers, who presided over the 
destinies of Europe, with how much satisfaction did he 
perceive the seeds of improvement and free government 
transplanted across the Atlantic.'** 

It is in this way statesmen should think. The school- 
master is abroad, and the sooner he is sent home the 
better, or the consequences of his iliistruction must be 
guarded against 

Some observations which Canning made, with refer- 
ence to the same subject, were full of frank and manly 
wisdom; and it could not therefore be doubted that a 
new and better colonial system for ourselves was on the 
eve of promulgation. 

It was evicent, from the tenour of the parliamentary 
discussions, that the independence of the Spanish Colo- 
nies would in due time be recognised. The inability of 
Spain to recover their allegiance was acknowledged on 
all sides ; but it was consistent with our national charac- 
ter, that this should be virtually confessed by the Spanish 
Government before we interfered, as the French had 
done, on the occasion of the revolt of those provinces 
which now constitute the United States. This circum- 
stance went to prove that tlie political morality of states 
had improved, as well as the humanity of the British 
people. The next era in the colonial connection of 
nations will give to colonies all the privileges of the 
parent state. There will then arise no desir.e for separa- 
tion. It is by treating the colonies as step-children that 
we incite them to throw off the yoke of their parental 
connection with us. 

Perhaps it may be objected to these incidental remarks 
that they are not relevant to a view of the domestic his- 
tory of the time. But when tt is borne in mind how 
much all men looked with interest to the condition of 
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the Spanish colonies, and aavr in them nefr-Boaroetof 
opulence^ they will not be so considered; espwidly 
when it is recollected that it is in unison with the 8|Miit 
of the age to make the subjects in the colonies partake of 
all the advantages which are the portion of their fellow 
subjects in the mother country. 

The exposition of the state of the finances this year 
was satisfactory to all parties. The different proposi- 
tions to repeal particular taxes must be regarded as the 
efforts of individuals to keep themselves well in the ejtB 
of the public, for their own sakes,*^ rather than from any 
hope that the objects of their motions would be agreed 
to. It was however questionable policy to remit the 
tax on law proceedings. Many did think thatthe doors 
for litigation were still wide enough, and that to render 
them more so at the expense of the public could not pro- 
mote domestic tranquillity. There were indeed many 
other taxes that could have been better spared thaa 
those which tended to make it expedient for -litigants to 
refer their disputes to the arbitrations of common seme 
rather than to the provisions of statutes. 

Besides the liberality displayed by Ministers in the 
finance discussions, it was gratifying to observe that 
there did exist a disposition to adrpt the commercial I 
policy of tlie state tu the wants and wishes of the eom- 
munity. The time had arrived when the principles 
developed and explained by Adam Smith were allowed 
to be felt in the cabinet of the monarch; and the mea- 
sures adopted in consequence, showed that men in oAee 
were not, as they often are, behind the intelligence of 
the age. The public, however, evinced a disposition to 
outrun their liberality; but not so greatly as to awaken 
any alarm whatever; on the contrary, it was only so 
much as to make many suppose that it arose from ilie 
excitement of a healthy condition, at least while' the ses- 
sion of parliament lasted, as that condition -was not 
imagined to be a morbid one, or that it woald amount 
in the end, as it did, to the spasmodic excitemeiit of 
fever and delirium. 

The purification of the law, and other projects- to 
improve the constitution, were also symptoma' iiCJlke 



09 OBOROE IV. 215^ 

liberality of the time. The Catholic Association in Ire- 
land was in accordance with the same spirit, and the ' 
frish by it began to show that they were conscious of 
heir own rights; though some thought that the institu- 
ion was only calculated to exasperate their afflictions, 
ly inducing them to think that men unfitted by education 
or political power were yet qualified to exercise it. 

In this period of prosperity the incidents, not alto- 
j^ther of a political nature, which happened during the 
^ear, were yet influential. The first steps were taken 
for a natural fostering of the arts, by the formation of a 
public gallery of pictures. Hitherto the British people 
bad not evinced such a predilection for the fine arts as it 
might have been supposed a people so devoted to manu- 
factures would have cherished. It was also ascertained 
that additional church accommodation was required; 
not however so much on account of any increased reli- 
gious bias, as for the increased population. Towards 
the end of the year, although every incident in it of a 
domestic kind had been of a favourable character, far-* 
sighted persons began to doubt if the many joint stock 
companies with which the speculative portion of the 
public was engaged, were formed with all that consi- 
deration of contingencies which prudence required; and' 
some regarded many of them rather as mediums for 
stock-jobbing than as prospectively intended to be real- 
ized. Nevertheless the year 1824 was one of great 
apparent prosperity, and it closed with hopes which 
every well-wisher of his country prayed might not be 
blighted. 



CHAPTER X.— ANNO 1825. 

We altogether dissent from the opinion that a coun- 
try may always secure prosperity and happiness from 
the policy of men in power; on the contrary, we think 
that the most influential persons have really almost as 
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little to do with the production of sueh eflTects, as they 
have with the dearth or plenty bestowed by theaeasona 
We consider Ministers as mere agents in the hands of 
Providence, and that when good is intended to be f^i^eUy 
fit instruments are employed to dispense iL For this 
reason we think that when able Ministers appear, it is 
not to them that the benefit of their acts should be as- 
cribed, but that thanks are due to a higher quarter for 
having given them. None can more respect the talents 
of Canning than we do; and eircuitistanccs required, 
before good could be obtained, that such a man hhould 
be in authority. But we cannot consider him as the 
author of those relaxations in a policy become obsolete, 
from which the people derived advantage. The spirits 
of the public, and the condition of the world, demanded 
the change, and he was endowed with perspicacity to 
discover what was wanted, and prudence to accord il. 

The opening of parliament afforded a gratifying dis- 
closure of the circumsiances of the country; and it was 
formally announced that an important addition had been 
made to the political world, by the recognition of the 
new states into which the Spanish colonies had developed 
themsel ve.<«. It was evident from this transaction, though 
we do not think it was observed at the time, that the 
design of Providence was, to multiply the divisions of 
power, and that such a multiplication would have the 
effect of extending the liberties of mankind. It is agree- 
able to the laws of nature that what takes place in one 
department pervades all. Governments cannot be in- 
creased without distributing power to new hands; for 
all the laws that regulate the world, both physical and 
moral, arc universal. The same law of attraction, which 
makes the particle of sand rest on the ground, holds the 
planets in their orbits. We- there fore view the recogni- 
tion of the new states in America, as one of those sub- 
missions to the manifestations of Providence which are 
esteemed as proofs of wisdom in statesmen. Had we 
longer withheld the recognition, who can say what evils 
might not have come to pass ? 

Respecting the nature of the Irish Catholic Associa- 
tion, which had been instituted in the preceding year, 
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public men began to entertain different opinions; a proof 
that its character was not satisfactory. As we are ad- 
verse in all things to the employment of coercion, and 
as the Catholic Association was an indirect mode of 
using force to obtain what was deemed a necessary good, 
we do not hesitate to condemn it, as an artful stratagem 
of faction. It should have been shown first, that what 
was its object to obtain was in itself good : but this was 
not done. On the contrary, many persons, ourselves 
among the number, regard Popery as an evil, and every 
attempt to place it on an equality, not merely withPro- 
testanism, but with reason, as an error that requires to 
be jealously resisted. If the Catholics be allowed all the 
privileges of Protestants, they will, in fact, by the nature 
of their discipline, become in the enjoyment of more. 
Auricular confession, for example, is a sort of participa- 
tion in crime, after the fact; and persons possessed of 
the knowledge of confessed iniquities acquire thereby a 
domination over their followers, which is plainly incon- 
sistent with the natural organisation of society. The 
Catholics should sacrifice the comfort of making a clean 
breast of it — perhaps even more — to be allowed to enjoy 
the privileges of the Protestants. 

We have already intimated, that as the Protestants in 
Ireland constitute but a small minority of the inhabitants, 
they cannot, in common sense, be regarded as the cause 
of the disturbances of that ill-fated country, however 
much the statutes may lean in their favour; for the offen- 
ces of which the laws take cognizance must have been 
committed before the statutes can be applied. Remove 
the cause, and the effects must cease: but this is a truth 
which seems to be forgotten by the rival factions of Ire- 
land. We have no apology to make for the inequality 
of the statutes; but we have the strongest condemnation 
to pronounce against that spirit which provokes those 
unjust statutes into action. Let the Catholics cease to 
give the offence against which the Protestants are pro- 
tected, and the laws will be soon altered. 

The Protestants, if they are sincere ones, will be the 
first to csdl for their abrogation. 

It is amazing that not one of all the speakers who 
Voi^ll— 19 
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took part in the discussion of four days on this subject, 
seemed to regard it as it should have been regarded,— 
on the principle of allowing one class of subjects greater 
privileges in common life than another; though the very 
cause of the debate was an allegation that the Protes- 
tants had something to surrender which the Catholics 
demanded, and to which they are entitled. But what 
right have the Catholics to greater privileges than their 
fellow subjects? The object of the Catholic Association 
was to procure Catholic Emancipation, without granting 
an equivalent for that which they represented them- 
selves as entitled to require: it was, therefore, resisted 
by every fair-minded man. 

The finance arrangements of this year were satisfac- 
tory. The Chancellor of the Exchequer, Robinson, had; 
indeed, won and enjoyed the confidence of every influ- 
ential man; insomuch that his statements were much 
relied on, and were always explained with that degree 
of frankness nnd sincerity which suit the genius of the 
British people. 

The discussions, also, which took place relative to 
what may be called the overstrained nationality of the 
navigation laws, were in accordance with the spirit of 
the times. It did, indeed, become the first commercial 
nation in the world, to take the lead in the promulga- 
tion of a new system of national commercial institutes, 
that were intended to enlarge the straitened and narrow 
maxims beginning to be felt as grievous. But although 
we say this generally, with heartfelt approbation of 
what was done and prepared, let it not, therefore, be 
imagined that wc approve of all that was done. Trade 
is a practical matter, and, in what respects its theory, 
should be held in subordination to practice; because the 
mind of no man can grasp any thing so entirely as that 
he can apply it to what may ultimately happen. We 
approve of the spirit of the Ministry, but we doubt if 
some of their endeavours exactly suited the exigencies 
they were intended to meet. 

It is sufficiently apparent that we regard every theo- 
retical restriction on mankind as a sort of shackle which 
cannot be too soon removed — but b}*- the efiects of per- 
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suasion, not by the exertion of force. We, therefore, 
have no hesitation in stating broadly, that, however we 
approved of the abrogation of the combination laws, 
we as decidedly condemn the half-judgment of those 
who made no provision for the effect of the abrogation. 
It was not to be endured, certainly, in this stage of pub- 
lic opinion, that the operative should remain little better 
than the slave of his employer; but it was as little to be 
thought of, that the master should be converted into the 
thrall of the man. Fairness required, and still does re^ 
quire, the establishment of a tribunal to which both par* 
ties should appeal. The. operatives should, when they 
conceive that they are entitled to have any increase of 
privilege or immunity from their masters, state the 
grounds of their expectation, in writing, to such a tri- 
bunal. The tribunal should then call upon the masters 
to answer it; and should finally pronounce, upon the 
showing' of both parties, whether the thing solicited 
ought or ought not to be granted. But as matters now 
stand, we are every now and then alarmed and thrown 
into consternation, by ^^ strikes^^ of opleratives, with 
effects that disgrace the intelligence of the age. 

The fears of the prudential, to which we alluded in 
the preceding year, respecting the number and magni- 
tude of the Joint stock speculations, were this year de- 
plorably realized. The panic in the commercial world 
was, in fact, the effect of the conviction of the publio 
that those fears were well founded; and it may be con* 
sidered as the explosion of a noxious vapour which had 
been long gradually accumulating. A species of epi-« 
demic had infected a class of persons, whose habits and 
vocations were alien to speculation : and when they found 
that their Et dorado dreams were unsubstantial, disap- 
pointment made them wild, and \\\^ panic was the con** 
sequence. But, except among the dupes of the Stock 
Exchange sleights and ingenuity, the country continued 
progressive, and trade and commerce, ruffled, no doubt^ 
by the squall, continued to flpurish, and the great foun- 
tains of the national prosperity to flow undiminished. 



220 RE0ENC7 AVD RBION 



CHAPTER XL— ANNO 1820. 

The beauty of a thing increases as we recede from it. 
We only recollect past pleasures, not past grievances; 
and who thinks of the blemishes of the distant fixed 
stars? This gracious provision of nature mitigates the 
faults of contemporaries in each other's eyes after death; 
insomuch that the rancorous enemy has been known to 
shed tears at the sight of the moss-grown epitaph of one 
who died the object of his hate. 

With something of this retrospective feeling, we call 
to mind the incidents of the year 1826; a period which, 
as it passed, was singularly monotonous, and during 
which Divine Providence, in its mysterious ways, seems 
to have shed upon the earth, and on mankind, more than 
the usual abundance of weaknesses and follies. For more 
than an age there had not been a time so little fitted for 
the purposes of the historian, nor one in which the gene- 
ral mass of the people had enjoyed so much comfort. 
Yet it was not barren of distress. 

When Parliament met, it was opened by commission, 
and it appeared by the communication made in the name 
of the King, that the pecuniary embarrassments which 
had arisen from the panic^ were of such a nature that 
the Ministers saw no difficulty in anticipating their 
abatement. The fact is, that the distress which aflected 
the commercial community was so evidently a natural 
consequence of the intoxicating spirit of speculation 
which had bewildered men's minds during the two pre- 
ceding years, that the Ministry did not choose to say 
how much they regarded it as a salutary chastisement. 
It is impossible to read the speeches in Parliament re* 
specting it, without being impressed with the belief that 
it was so considered. 

But although we have no doubt the Government did 
view the pecuniary infliction on the speculative portion 
of the community as in some degree well deserved it 
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would be unjust to say that it did not do its best to ap- 
pease the commercial distress which was partly owing 
to the same cause. Nor can it be disguised that there 
was the usual effusion of nomense about paper and bul- 
lion, which renders the discussion of any monetary ques- 
tion in Parliament so amusingly ridiculous. It was ex- 
traordinary, that while at this time some men seemed to 
have clear perceptions of the representative nature of 
money, not one proposed that the issuers of Paper mo- 
ney should be obliged to hold stock in the funds equal 
to the amount of their issues; which stock, in case of 
their failure, might be applied to the payment of their 
notes in circulation. The whole question of Gold versus 
Paper seems to resolve itself into this; for a bit of paper 
would be as good as a piece of gold, if it really did re- 
present a thing of real value. Some trash was also d\B^ 
charged, about the difficulty of making paper»money so 
that it could not be imitated; — as if the arts did not sup- 
ply means by which a bank-note may be rendered so 
difficult of imitation as almost to ensure the extinction of 
the crime of forgery! But upon the whole bearing of this 
perplexing question of banking, we hold the parliamen- 
tary theories to be eminently obscure and absurd. 

At this time a demand was made for money to be ap- 
plied to the repairs of the palace at Pimlico; and those 
orators who address themselves to the sordid miscon- ^ 
ceptions of the people, condemned the outlay. We know 
nothing more unworthy of a right spirit than this. The 
true question was not as to the amount required, but as 
to the way in which it was to be expended. While we 
have a king, we must endure to pay for the *< pomp and 
circumstance'^ of his condition; and it never ought to be 
a question as to the expenditure, but as to the objects of 
it. In a commercial country like this, our trade in arts 
and manufactures requires the royal establishment to be 
independent of all political considerations; and it should 
be the duty of Parliament to watch that due grants are 
made for the support of its magnificence, quite as much 
as to see that they are judiciously applied, and to take 
care they are not exeessive. 

We cannot repress our derisive compassion at the « 

19* 
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liamentary inefficiency of this year; for though retaining 
the liveliest remembrance of the general prosperity, we 
can discern nothing in the public proceedings but some- 
thing resembling those serious conversations about bard 
times, which occasionally arise at good dinners. Except, 
indeed, the necessary routine business of the state, there 
was nothing on which any mind that had the slightest 
perception of the way in which the Wprld rolls onward, 
would have bestowed more than a cursory glance. Yet 
there were motions about the annual estimates, which at 
all times merit the gravest consideration, as if they were 
rare and extraordinary. One of these abortive motions 
was made by Hobhouse; who has somehow acquired t 
certain degree of eminence without possessing the least 
claim to applause, and without enjoying the confidence 
of the people. He proposed to reduce the estimates, to 
no other end that any one can discern, but that of de- 
monstrating his own total and entire incapability to sug- 
gest any thing for the good of the commonwealth. No 
doubt the reduction of the estimates is in one respect 
doing good; but when a man shows that he is possessed 
only of that questionable talent which every one may 
exercise — the talent to discover faults in human things — 
it is as offensive to hear him making speeches, as it were 
to see him committing a moral crime. Hobhouse should 
recollect, and shrink into modesty at the remembrance, 
that nature gave him only half a mind; and that in this 
age we want more than a demi-statesman. 

But let us turn to consider a speech by Huskisson, 
relative to the navigation laws, in which he displayed 
much both of that good and bad sense by which he ac- 
quired distinction: as if all he said or suggested relating 
to commerce was only enlightened! We differ so much 
from some of the dogmas which he occasionally main- 
tained, that in a sketch of this kind we should do wrong 
to say more than that, in this session of the Legislature 
he proposed a relaxation in the provisions of the navi- 
gation laws, that was decidedly wise. We only think 
that, with respect to our colonies in North America, 
there did not appear to be that comprehension of view 
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which might have been inferred from much which he 
explained. 

It was, however, a pleasant circumstance in the cha- 
racter of the times, to see t^Yiriuch liberality counte- 
nanced by government, and to remark that improve- 
ment in the spirit of our laws generally was no longer 
partial, but obvious alike in the statutes, and in the me- 
thod of applying them to the uses of the subject. 

The reversal of the Scottish attainders of the adhe- 
rents of the house of Stuart, was also one of those pleas- 
ing characteristics of the age which the heart and under- 
standing complacently contemplate. It is the character 
of a time of war to make the ties of society gird too 
stringently; — the business of pe^ce is to amend that 
error. 



CHAPTER XII.— ANNO 1827. 

The year 1827 was remarkable, not for the import- 
ance of the events which happened in the course of it,— 
though they were impressive, — but from the spirit which 
began to be manifested, on all sides, with regard to Ca- 
tholic Emancipation. It was evident that the time could 
not be far off, when the claims of the Catholics would 
be conceded; but there was a looseness and generality 
in the notions entertained by the public concerning the 
question generally, which made it evident that, come 
when it would, the English Constitution, the glory of 
so many ages, would inevitably suffer a terrible shock. 
The advocates for concession were not deficient in force 
and standing; and their opponents were feeble, when 
their opposition was estimated by the value of the thing 
in jeopardy. But tl)e most ominous symptom of all, 
was at the time entirely overlooked. The Catholics 
studiously kept out of «rght, that to grant them the pri- 
vileges of the other subjects of the Crown would in fact 
be granting them morei^^for they ofiered noeoncessioa 
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on their part, but desired to retain all that they possessed 
in addition to what they might regain. The corpora- 
tions and other interested bodies had not sagacity enough 
to discern this; and the consequence was, that tiie oppo- 
nents of the Catholic's real right were as distinguished 
generally for obtuseness of intellect, and obesity of prin- 
ciple, if the expression may be used, as their adversaries 
were for audacity. 

One little incident occurred early in the Session of 
Parliament, which deserves particular notice; because 
the same prejudice which existed then respecting it, is 
still in vigorous rankness, and every one who has the 
rights of his fellow creatures at heart, cannot be too often | 
reminded of its vulgar stupidity. We allude to a peti- 
tion against the exportation of machinery, presented by 
that Solon of the tap-room, Hume. Is it credible that 
any man who can put four letters of the alphabet into 
one vocal sound, could be guilty of doing, at this time 
of day, an act that would have excited -controversy even 
in the dark ages? To suppose that there is any 
ditference in reality, between the trade in machinery, 
and the trade in printed calicoes for example, is to sup- 
pose that a nail, because it has a head, is as intelligent 
as a man who has a head also. The manufactory of ma- 
chines, if it pay as well, is just as good as any other 
branch of trade. All that can be expected from making 
it not so free as any other, is to occasion delay in estab- 
lishing the manufacture of which it is the object, some 
time longer in a foreign country. The only sure and 
true rivalrv in manufactures is, to make better and 
cheaper articles. The idea of stopping them in other 
nations by such prohibitions, argues an incapacity of 
comprehending a principle which cannot be too soon or 
too much despised. 

In the course of the session, an opportunity was pre* 
sented to Parliament, on which it might have very une- 
quivocally declared the light in which it would regard 
any attempt to interfere with the domestic concerns of 
other countries. This was an application from Portugal, 
for assistance to re:fist Spain. Canning did, indeed^ say 
that it was not to resist Spain only, but any amilant, 
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whomsoever he might be; and Parliament undoubtedly 
considered that we were bound by treaties to grant that 
assistance; but it ought also to have stipulated, with judi- 
cious jealousy, that our assistance should not be em- 
ployed in the internal affairs of that kingdom. It can 
never be regarded as less than a high crime, for any 
British Ministry to interfere in the civil dissentions of 
any nation; and in order to appreciate it, we have only 
to think how we ourselves would resent any attempt of 
a foreign power, to meddle wilh those concerns which 
we regard as'striclly our own. What a shout of indig- 
nation would shake the pillars of tHe earth, if any alien 
state dared to interfere with us in the discussions respect- 
ing Ireland! Nothing, however, could be more accord- 
ing to that magnanimity which belongs to the British 
|>eople, than the motion proposed by Canning. Yet it 
was opposed — by whom? — Hume! — It is astonishing 
how some men are prone, by the meanness of their 
conceptions of public duty, to secure for themselves a 
high place on the pillory of posterity. The motion of 
Canning was carried, as all the determinations of a great 
people should be, and the blustering motions of Hlime 
were abominated as they merited. 

Soon after the nation had nobly determined to take 
Portugal under her wing, the death of the Duke of York 
occurred. This was an incident that could not be felt 
as other than impressive; — for had the army not been 
raised by his administration of its afi'airs into its actual 
condition, the country could not have stepped forward 
with the dignity which it assumed on that occasion. Of 
the Duke of York's character as a statesman, little can 
be said; for he seems studiously to have kept aloof from 
the troubles of state affairs. But as the civil administra- 
tor of our military affairs, few will now hesitate to give 
him very great praise. As a commanding officer, his 
talents have been brought in question, by that want of 
success which attended him. But such is the penalty 
which all men must pay who enjoy public trusts, and do 
not conduct them successfully. The world forgets to 
bear in mind, that the race is not always to the swift, 
nor the battle to the strong, and naturally looks upon 
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success as the criterion of ability. Of the Duke's eon* 
duct as a prince and a gentleman we can speaik more 
decidedly. We had the honour of his acquaintance, 
and do not hesitate to say that, with a degree of difi* 
dence rare in a person of high rank, he possessed much 
more than a common share of that kind-heartedoeiB 
which is the peculiar gift of his family. 

It would be unpardonable not to notice the Duke's 
predilection for gambling; but while honour presides, 
we do not see that weakness in any other light than at 
a weakness, arising from the want of subjects to be Id 
earnest about, in that class of persons who are supposed 
to be addicted to the supposed vice. We know not the . 
moral difTerencc between a man who plays with cardfs I 
and with the fluctuations in the funds: nor do we think 
tliat he is a bit the worse who loses his ancestors' gather- 
ings at Crockford's, than the merchant who deals in 
rum puncheons and cotton bags, or any other commo- 
dity which fluctuates in price. It is the idleness of the 
thing which is objectionable; and men who have a crav- 
ing for employment, and cannot find it, are oiora to be 
pitied than considered with a harsher feeling. And, 
after all, how much of what the best of us do is but 
thriftless! 

In the course of the spring of this year, the Earl of 
Liverpool, who had been long at the head of the King's 
Council, was, on account of his health, necessarily and 
suddenly set aside from office. The epithet of << respec- 
table*' is perhaps the only one that can be applied to hii 
talents; and while we acknowledge his integrity and his 
disposition to do well, we cannot find a fitter word to 
express what we think of him. He has the merit of 
doing in all things what he believed to be for the ad- 
vantage of the public, and of acting more in conformity 
with what appeared to be the public sentiment, that any 
of his predecessors during a long previous period. We 
do not say that he did this more than any of those allu- 
ded to; but it certainly was so considered by many. 

The deposition of this noblemen from power, canaed 
one of those state arrangements which make the shrewd 
sometimes suspect that rhanges in the British CUHoet 
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are the result of accommodations between the ins and 
the outs. It was evident from the whole tenor of 
opinion at the time, that the advocates for Catholic 
Eiinancipation were coming into ascendency ; and ac- 
cordingly, no sooner was it known that a new adminis- 
tration must be formed, than six members of the Cabi- 
net resigned. This, in the familiar language of the day, 
was called a strike; — and it certainly was not regarded 
with so much solemnity as it ought to have been. We 
are however persuaded that the ministers who resigned 
were actuated by the most conscientious motives, and 
that they foresaw the time was at hand when the claims 
and pretensions of the Catholics must be conceded. It 
was not so thought at the time; but we have ever been 
of that opinion; because the men who did resign were 
acknowledged by their rivals to be firm in principle, and 
characteristically known for their adherence to the 
maxims of Protestant ascendancy, which had long dis- 
tinguished the British Government. 

Scarcely was Canning, the successor of Liverpool, in- 
stalled in ofifice, when he was seized with an inflamma- 
tory illness of dangerous symptoms; and though he did 
not survive long, he did not die before he had giten ex- 
pectation, that the British councils were to be guided 
by a spirit still more in unison with that of the age than 
had latterly been the case. 

Canning was undoubtedly a man of some genius and 
ability. Perhaps in using the term genius, we apply to 
him a higher epithet than many will admit he deserved; 
but none whatever will refuse to acknowledge his deci- 
ded general ability; for though he may not in any one 
line be entitled to the admiration of posterity, he was 
generally so superior to others, that he merits the envia- 
ble title of a great man. We place him in the very first 
class of those to whom the destinies of Great Britain 
have been confided; and therefore, although we say, 
(and we speak with reference to particular instances) 
that we have seen more than one of our public men 
whom we would designate as his superiors, we never 
yet in any one instance met with one ivho, take him for all 
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in all, had so many qualities to ensure at once respeet 
and confidence. 

The political death of Liverpool, and the extinetion 
of such a mind as that of Canning, constitute an epoch 
from which may be dated a new series of the influential 
events of the British Government. But there waa one 
small unobserved incident, which took place at the same 
time, from which we are disposed to augur still greater 
future manifestations. It was the result of a Committee 
of the House of Commons, held at the instance of Mr. 
Wilmot liorton, respecting the causes of emigration, and 
the means of relieving the country of its auperabundaot 
population ; the latter being a fact which waa as clearly 
demonstrated as it could be, by a Parliamentary Inquiry. 
Nothing to any great extent has, it is true, yet been 
done in the business; but it has laid the foundation of a 
future colonial system which must one day be adopted, 
and to which mankind will look as to the promulgation 
of a new code of ethics, that in operation will refine and 
exalt the moral worth of the human race. So atrongly 
is this our conviction, that if we are called on to say 
what year was the most illustrious in the reign and re- 
gency of George IV. after that in which Napoleon was 
sent to a rock in the mid ocean, we should at once say, 
beyond all question, the year 1827. Others produced 
more conspicuous events, but none in which wisdom 
and liberality had more obvious influence on the minds 
and measures of British Statesmen. 



LETTER XIII.— ANNO 1828. 

The year 1828 was not so remarkable as the preced- 
ing; but still the prosperity of the kingdom wo pro- 
gressing; every thing partook of the same vigoari Irat 
the decisive indications of activity were less conapiea- 
ous. The spring, however, was only waning, into aiiBH 
mer; the blossoms were not so abundant, but mil all 
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sides, the promise of a generous autumn inspired cheer- 
fulness and hope. 

Parliament met for the despatch of business on the 
29th of January, but no measure of particular promi- 
nence attracted its attention, if we except one proposed 
for consideration by the Marquis of Lansdowne. The 
licentiousness consequent on the disbanding of a great 
army, and its concomitants, naturally began to show 
itself among the people. Robberies were committed 
with a degree of boldness which demonstrated the force 
which had been embodied for the purposes of the war; 
and their audacity gave rise to a new species of crime, 
new at least in degree and in prevalence, namely, com- 
promises between robbers and the robbed, with a view 
to give up, for a consideration, the property which had 
been stolen. It was evident, that the bare admission of 
the fact of such a practice as being notorious, would 
ensure the adoption of some remedial measure; and 
such was the case. 

Lord Goderich, who on the death of Mr. Canning 
was appointed his successor, was by all men admitted to 
be, for his honourable feelings and the general liberality 
of his views, not unfit for the office of prime minister; 
but he had not been long installed in it, ere he felt him- 
self unequal to the task; and his friends saw him ex- 
posed to a severity of ordeal, which, they feared, from 
his natural mildness of disposition, he would not en- 
counter with so much hardihood as the great trust re- 
quired. In fact, from sheer want of confidence in him- 
self, to brave the obstacles with which he was environed, 
he retired from office, but with undiminished reputation, 
or rather with an augmentation of esteem, for having so 
justly estimated his own capabilities. 

Lord Goderich was succeeded by the Duke of Wel- 
lington; and if we were to regard the opinions of many 
as to his fitness, merely because he had been a great 
commander (as if that were a defect), we should hesitate 
to state what we think of that appointment But hold- 
ing, as we decidedly do, that a man great in any one 
department of human capacity, will be, Ho a certain 
extent, superior in all, we differ from what was the no- 
VoL. II.— 20 
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lion of many sagacious party men at the time — namelyi 
that the Duke ought not to have been minister. We 
even differ from the duke himself, and regard his decla- 
ration as but another instance of the inability of a man 
to judge rightly of himself. <' Knowing," said his grace, 
<<my incapacity for filling the post of first minister, I 
should have been mad, and worse than mad, had I ever 
entertained the insane project which certain individuals, 
for their own base purposes, have imputed to me." We 
think, with all deference to his grace, that the qualities 
of character requisite in a minister, are not so much 
those of knowledge or experience, as it is called, as of a 
certain specialty of innate endowment; and we carry 
this idea so fur (it may be incorrectly), that we think a 
mere drill serjeant, if he be a good one, a better block 
out of which to hite a prime minister, than the finest 
piece of Parian aristocracy, if the latter be not con- 
sistent in substance throughout, and uniformly better 
than the whole stratum of the material from which SQoh 
officers are commonly taken. 

To the duke's colleagues we have no particular objec- 
tion. The ruling mind was his; and it was a brilliaDt 
proof of his superiority to most men, that he selected 
coadjutors whom he knew would not dare to dispute 
the will of their superior. Perhaps to Mr. Muskisson, 
upon a scrupulous scrutiny of ourselves, we might have 
objected; but that individual was in fashion at the time, 
and the duke, who looked only for men of detail, pro- 
bably went with the current; and the rather, as the sub- 
jects on which Mr. Huskisson was said to be so supe- 
rior, were somewhat out of the course of those matters 
to which a prime minister regards it as bis chief duty to 
attend. Our objection to Mr. Huskisson would have 
been on the score of his being a philosophical Radical, 
if there be such a thing; whereas the duke was a man 
who would feel and act only as the minister of Great 
Britain. In fact, the millennium is not yet come; and 
till it does come, we wish to see the ministers of na- 
tions seeking to promote the good of mankind only by 
making the advancement of their own respective eoui^ 
tries the meansw As a mere theorem, no one can moH 
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respect Radicalism than we do: Heaven forgive us if 
we err in saying so! But until we observe every leaf 
upon a tree to be exactly alike, and only one species of 
tree to be found on the whole face of the whole earth, 
we cannot think that tongues and people were made so 
different as they are without a purpose. We are of 
opinion, that Huskisson forgot he was only an official of 
the British nation, and imagined himself that unappro- 
priated chattel, a citizen of the world. 

The Duke of Wellington had not long been seated in 
the Treasury, nor had got his legs dangling comfor- 
tably over the elbow of his chair,* when it appeared 
evident that public affairs were to be conducted accord- 
ing to his particular notions of expediency. He took 
an earl}'^ opportunity of contradicting flatly, that he had 
given Huskisson reason to believe that he would con- 
duct the policy of the country according to the gospel 
promulgated by Mr. Canning; and History will peer 
with curious eyes, small and twinkling, into that page 
where she is called upon to read the conversation of the 
18th of February, which took place in the House of 
Commons anent Huskisson's understanding of what was 
the scope of Canning's policy. t 

Feathers in the air show the wind is blowing, be it 
ever so light ; and accordingly, « motion of Lord John 
Russell's demonstrated how the current tended that was 
carrying the vessel of the stale towards a lee shore. It 
was, in fact, evident, from the signs of the times, that 
Catholic Emancipation was to be conceded, though it 
was not to have been expected then, that it would have 
been granted without an equivalent. 

No augur could have predicted the overthrow of an 
ancient state more surely, by inspecting the entrails of 
an innocent lamb, than all wise men predicted the cap- 
sizing of the British Constitution for a time, by his lord- 

* A habit of His Grace. 

t By-the-by, the future antiquary may trace to that conversation, the 
subsequent adoption into English vernacular of the well-known phrase, 
** no mistake ;** a phrase that will ever be in active use, when hb grace 
is only remembered along with the other stars of the earth, whose 
distance shall be forgotten in the parity of their radiance. ' 
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ship's motion on the 26th of March — <<That the House 
do resolve to take into consideration so much of the Aet 
of Charles II. as requires persons to receive the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's supper, according to the riles of the 
Church of England, before they enter upon any civil 
affairs." 

The discussion concerning this motion, we have no 
scruple in saying, was conducted with great art and skill, 
both by Lord John Russell's party, and by his adversa- 
ries ; the latter of whom evidently felt themselves to be 
powerless, under the mystical predominance of a force 
to which they thought it their duty to submit* 

The motion could^ only be regarded as a feeler, 
thrown out to ascertain how the public pulse was beatp 
ing ; and such things in themselves, though undeserving 
of much consideration, are of inestimable value, in a 
state that professes to be quite as much regulated by 
public opinion as by right principles. Perhaps we 
should be justified in saying, that the state of England is 
sometimes more actuated by popular opinion than by 
right principles. 

The British nation, however, always thinks gener- 
ously, and often acts greatly; and in those two peculiari- 
ties there is a compensating power, which corrects any 
error that may arise from considering what Is popular, 
rather than what is right. 

It may be thought that we would particularly notice 
the surrender of that strong outwork of the practical 
Constitution, by the bill for the Abolition of the Test 
and Corporation Acts. But we consider that measure 
to have been the necessary consequence of a predeter- 
mination within the Cabinet, to allow the subjecta of 
the Pope in these kingdoms to possess that ascendancy 
which the Protestants had so long enjoyed as to have 
lost the power of appreciating its worth. But in mak- 
ing this observation, let us be clearly understood: we do 
not admit that popularity, rather than right^ shauld be 
the criterion of national policy; we think that while 
popularity is regarded with the deference which it at 
present commands, the Cabinet, perhaps, canDOt .da 
otherwise than consult popular opinion. How aifel 
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more, thereforey does it become the duty of every man 
to disseminate right principles^ in order that the public 
may ultimately be brought to see, that no permanent 
benefit can ever be obtained but by correct thinking, in 
the members individually who collectively form the 
community ! 

Upon the subject of the estimates, we have little to 
say: they were of course proposed to be lessened, by 
that class of public men who think blustering in Parlia- 
ment is serving their country. It is surprising, these 
penny- wise patriots do not perceive, that official actions, 
if they are at all worthy of attention, must be always 
much more so than the opinions of any individual. It 
is clear that estimates, derived from official returns, can- 
not, if fairly made up, be a subject of controversy; but 
that before they come to be proposed, grounds should be 
shown, from the aspect of circumstances, whether they 
ought or ought not to be obtained. It is a curious fact, 
and it shows of what sort of mere bombast vulgar pa- 
triotism is commonly made, that, It will not be easy to 
recollect when the orators of the pots and tankards pro- 
posed, or even agreed to, in any crisis, an increase of our 
military or naval establishments. Surely the times have 
not been few, since the revolution of 1688, when aug- 
mentation was as much required as reduction at other 
times. 

We should fail in an essential part of our attempt to 
give a critical view of the transactions of this time, if we 
did oot notice a circumstance which, though it made a 
great noise, we cannot now discern how it was really 
deemed of importance. We allude to the Brunswick 
clubs in Ireland. These were established with the 
creditable folly of maintaining the Protestant ascen- 
dancy, when it was obvious, by the signs of the times, 
that it was impossible any longer to preserve it. It Is 
perfectly amazing, that by such cutaneous pimples in 
politics, it should have been imagined by any sane per- 
son that the vitals of the state were endangered. Never- 
theless it was so thought, and many not very wise, but 
ardent spirits, kindled into activity about these clubs, 
hastened oo by their efforts the very measures iiiti led 

20* 
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to be averted. Thus, however, is seal made hjr its indis- 
cretions to minister to the development of natural moral 
processes. No man could disguise from himself that the 
star of the Catholics was in the ascendant; and many 
thought that the most judicious mode, according to the 
spirit of the age, of counteracting its influence, was to 
meet it with liberality. But it is enough to observe, 
that the inefiectual fires of the unchristian Proteatants, 
who countenanced the formation of the clubs, not only 
failed in their object, but were almost quenched by pab- 
lit; indignation; entirely so they cannot be, while aeealots 
are not considered and treated as criminals. But not- 
withstanding that many unsatisfactory things were indi- 
cated by the aspect of the times, it is impossible to deny 
that this year was one of the most flourishing that Great 
Britain had ever seen. There was no doubt occaaionai 
glooms, like those shadows of scirrhous clouds, which, 
in the most genial days, << overcome" the landscape; but 
all the growths of the year were progressing, and it is 
impossible to look back at the characteristics of the time, 
without being struck with awe at the steady development 
of the blessings of the peace which the kingdom enjoyed, 
and the little heed that was paid to them oy all sorts of 
men. The tide was flowing, the moon waning, and the 
energy of increase was acting upon all things; but the 
public was disturbed by petty brawls in tlie streets, and 
remarked not the sober equanimity with which nature 
was proceeding to her great and good results. 



CHAPTER XIV.— ANNO 1829. 

We approach the British events of the year 1829 with 
a feeling of solemnity; for the first incident to be noticed 
is, the subscription which was raised for the Spanish 
and Portuguese refugees. No other state, ancient or 
modern, from the beginning of time to the day and hour 
in which this sentence is penned, has manifested aoeh 
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isublime benevolence as our father-land. Other countrief 
have rivalled, perhaps surpassed it in the achievement of 
arts and of arms; but in the divine munificence of phi- 
lanthropy it beggars all the records of ancient and of 
modern times. When political triumphs become for- 
gotten, the attainmentsof science obsolete, and the glory 
of genius extinguished, this unparalleled imitation of 
impartial Providence, which dispenses its sunshine alike 
to the worthy and the unworthy, will almost seem to 
indicate for what that Providence summoned Great 
Britain from the sea. 

To advert to the particular instances in which this 
gracious spirit was manifested, is unnecessary; it is 
enough at this time to notice that it again appeared, with 
all its original brightness, as an omen of assurance to the 
world, that the energies of the beneficent nation were 
undecayed. 

The year had unfolded but little of its spring, when it 
began to be hinted that the Government intended to 
introduce into parliament a bill for the emancipation of 
the Catholics. The intelligence did not take the publie 
by surprise; but reflecting men wondered what (he 
equivalent would be to the Protestants, for allowing so 
many of their fellow subjects to exercise the privileges 
of freemen while they remained the slaves of the Roman 
Pontiff, and to exercise the rights of common sense 
while they denied themselves the exercise of their own 
material senses. 

Soon after this intended revolution began to be known, 
many Protestants bestirred themselves, — we do not tay 
wisely, but zealously, — for the true nature of the measure 
was not published. They, however, assumed that the 
emancipation was to be granted without a condition, and 
they were alarmed accordingly. But the King's speeeb, 
at the opening of parliament, set all speculation at rest 
It was evident by it that Catholic Emancipation wat to 
be proposed, and that do eonditioof were to be ftipo- 
lated. 

The ferioos of the kingdom were dismayed U» o b mr we 
that a roeasore^ to vital to the eofutftutioo as t^Midted 
in 1688^ was lo b^ hnof^si, mmwjiiI b^ 
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hitherto been considered m the defeoden of Protestant 
ascendancy; and doubts were in consequence thrown oq 
the reality of the patriotism they had professed. With- 
out question, the age required some alleviation of the 
Catholic disabilities; but few who judged of the tenden- 
cies of general human nature could see, without sorrow 
and alarm, so sweeping a measure as that now contem- 
plated. We have only to remark that in this instance 
there was a deplorable departure from that maxiai which 
the British Government had long professed — namelyy of 
ruling more by principles than by popularity, 

'Catholic Emancipation was undoubtedly agreeable to 
the wishes of a majority of the people; but those who 
recollect that the minority is the wisest in all communi- 
ties, foreboded of strange advents. 

Towards the end of March every other topic merged 
in the one above alluded to. But in condemning the 
measure as strongly as we can condemn any measure 
not decidedly bad, because it did not propose any equi- 
valent safeguards to the Protestants, — there was one 
instance of superlative magnanimity which can never be 
sufficiently admired, though the wisdom of it may be 
disputed. In the speech of the Duke of Wellington, on 
the 2(1 of April, his Grace said, that if the measurie was 
not found to answer in effect the object for which it was 
undertaken, — namely, the pacification of Ireland,— 4)e 
would propose the abrogation of the very law which he 
then advocated. 

It was at once admitted that the proposed measure 
was only a measure of expediency, and that it evinced 
that boldness which belonged to the duke's character. 
But all men who knew how apt human nature is to 
change under altered circumstances, naturally asked 
themselves whether what the duke so manfully said he 
would do, could in reality be done. 

The measure passed into a law, and the British Con- 
stitution, under which so many boons had beon dis- 
pensed to the world, ceased to exist, not only in its 
integrity, but in its practical effect But while we siy 
this with unfeigned sorrow, let us not be misunderstood. 
We do think some measure of amelioration waa iadit> 
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pensable, but we are of opinion that the pledges required 
from the Catholics were not such as honest men of their 
faith could be expected to observe. 

On the 28th of April, the Duke of Norfolk, the pre- 
mier peer of England, and in courtesy the head of all 
the Catholics in the empire, took his seat in the House 
of Lords. 

The act for the emancipation of the Catholics was the 
great measure of the year, — perhaps, as far as this realm 
was concerned, of the age. Every other device of 
statesmen was not even secondary to this; the proceed- 
ings of the Government were performed with the equa- 
nimity of mere routine, and the legislators of England 
retired quietly to their castles and their manors, after 
having given a blow to the practical wisdom of their 
ancestors, which their children may have to rue with 
tears of blood. But emancipation was the fashion and 
the mania of the time. 

In accordance with the spirit in which they granted 
relief to the Catholics, the Legislature evinced their 
liberality by a measure which they probably deemed as 
important — namely, the legalising the sale of hares and 
partridges! It is humiliating to human wisdom that 
such things should occupy the attention of persons who 
meddle with the concerns of empires and the interests 
of the world. 

After parliament was prorogued, an incident occurred 
in Ireland, which ought to have shown the abettors of 
Catholic Emancipation, as now unlimitedly granted, 
that it was only the signal and the omen of troubles. 
The Orange faction indiscreetly made an attempt to 
demonstrate that they still possessed the superiority 
which had in fact been abrogated. It never occurred 
to these zealots that they were now reduced to subordi- 
nation which ever waits upon minority, and that the 
division of the people from which, by law, they derived 
their supremacy, no longer existed. In consequence 
they wickedly attempted to exhibit that old audacity 
towards their fellow subjects, which was equally repug- 
nant to true Christianity^ and absurd in itself, from the 
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inferiority to which they were consigned by the Emtn- 
cipation. 

It is said that the Catholic peasantry, dreading the 
insults of the Orange yeomanry, united in common 
defence and for common vengeance. We do not ask if 
this was true; but it must be evident that the Catholics 
made preparations for insults which they only appre- 
hended. Was there no gentleman iu Ireland to tell 
them that these preparations ought not to be made, 
because they could not but minister to the evil appre- 
hended? VVas there no one to advise the Orangemen to 
forbear their imbecile proceedings — ^for imbecile they 
had become? It fs not in the nature of this sketch that 
we should describe the particulars of the affairs of Ma- 
chicr and Fermanagh; but they deserve to be recorded, 
as instances of the senselessness of the Irish gentry, and 
the easily excited passions of the Irish people. 

Another measure of this time merits particular atten- 
tion; the introduction into London of Sir Robert Peel's 
New Police, as it was called. Upon that radical change 
in the domestic condition of England, we refrain from 
offering any opinion. Ostensibly it seemed to hamper 
the ancient liberties of the subject; but by those who 
consider the security as the liberty of society, particu- 
larly of enlightened society, the introduction of that 
police will be regarded as a great boon to the country. 
We do not desire to speak finally on this point; because 
the measure has not yet been sufficiently tested by expe- 
rience; but we think the principle of the measure highly 
judicious, and are only doubtful of its working under 
difficult circumstances, from the intemperance attending 
upon novelty. 

An event occurred at this time which, though of a 
questionable, was of a plausible nature. We allude \fi 
the resolution of a public meeting, declaratory *< that no 
efforts should be omitted to restore the comforts of the 
poor:" as if, since the first institution of property-^4hit 
is, since there was a stronger and a weaker man on the 
face of the earth — the poor had ever been so comfort* 
able as they were at this time in England! Infiusti Ae 
whole character of the proceedings of that meeting were 
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grounded on a false assumption. The poor have an 
undoubted right to have their condition as much as pos- 
sible improved; but it is false to assert that they have 
any thing to demand or to recover. The demagogues 
who have procured the abolition of the combination 
laws, have only half served the objects of their intended 
bounty. .A tribunal is yet wanted to arbitrate between 
the masters and the operatives; — for, disguise it as we 
may, the question is — how are labour and skill to be 
rightly valued? Until a tribunal is established to which 
workmen and their employers can equally resort, the 
abolition of the combination laws is only an approxima- 
tion to what is needed; and. without some check is im- 
posed, it can only be regarded as an evil. 

Altogether, however, the moral progress of the na- 
tion was visible in every thing; and if there be some 
measures and symptoms of intentions which must be 
speculatively condemned, it will be difficult to find a 
parallel in the history of the British nation to the en- 
joyments, the promises, and the prospects of this year. 



LETTER XV.— ANNO 1830. 

On the 26th day of June, in this year, George the 
Fourth died. 

It is necessary, before adverting more particularly to 
that event, to notice the features by which this year 
was distinguished. 

Perhaps the most remarkable of those events was^ an 
attempt in the House of Commons to obtain for the 
Jews the same privileges which had been granted to the 
Roman Catholics. This was a natural sequence of 
things. It was evident that all principles were relaxed 
in men's minds, and it }8 not surprising that mere tem- 
poral considerations were supposed to influence the Le- 
gislature. 

The Catholicfly by the EmancipatioD Bill, were made 
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superior to Protestants; inasmuch as they were allowed 
to retain their allegiance to the Pope, and their right to 
possess, as it may be called, the immunity o£ partieeps 
criminis — of auricular confession: for the oaths required 
of them may be regarded as film and cobweb, which 
the breath of the Roman Pontiff can at any time blow 
into " thin air,'' It is therefore not wonderful that, 
although the law of the land is based ostensibly on 
Christianity, the Jews should have imagined that they 
were entitled to enjoy all the rights of Protestant sub- 
jects, even while they considered the basis of the law 
as untrue and abominable. We say this as strongly and 
as plainly as words can express it, — in order that our 
notions may not be liable to be suspected of meaning 
two things. But we also say that the time was arrived 
when both the Catholics and the Jews might justly soli- 
cit a relaxation of the laws which were felt by them to 
be oppressive; — though the time was not cgme, and we 
trust never will come, when they might aspire to be 
superior in the British state. The utmost that could 
rightly and justly have been granted to the Catholics 
was, a modification of the restrictions which galled them; 
and to that extent the Jews had an equally just claim to 
relief. Their petition, however, was rejected, but not 
on the ground on which it should have been rejected. 
The petitioners should have stated their willingness to 
receive the boon which they solicited, under due re- 
strictions. 

BkUt a far more impressive inference may be drawn 
from these proceedings than relates to the mere political 
aspect of them. The incident demonstrates that there 
existed in the public a carelessness of Christian doc- 
trines, which is ominous to all morality; for the world 
is too old not to know and to feel that laxity in princi- 
ple generates licentiousness in action. Mankind must 
be kept ashamed of many things which their own feel- 
ings naturally prompt them to suspect ought to be re- 
garded as natural and essential rights. 

It would not be proper to overlook a very thought- 
less investigation which at this time Parliament insti- 
tuted; — namely^ to ascertain if it were possible to deriye 
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from any modification of commercial circumstances the 
means of rendering bread dearer to the consumers, and 
ithereby of upholding the high war rents of the land- 
lords. This was the drift of the proceeding with re- 
^rd to the prevalent agricultural perplexities; and, as 
ainight have been foreseen, the Government did not dare 
to countenance a course of inquiry that purposed uUi- 
jnately to be of advantage to only one class in the 
nation. Connected with this investigation was soAie 
sort of scrutiny about the currency; but as we regard 
both Parliament and the Government as utterly erro- 
iieous in their views respecting the true nature of 
money, we should only repeat what we have already said 
on the subject, were we to indulge in any further 
remark on it. We shall therefore only pray most de- 
voutly, that the cataracts on the eyes of both may soon 
be ripe for the cutting or extraction. 

Another indication as to the wishes of the public 
mind, received at this time a more decided countenance 
from Government. The supporters of Catholic emanci- 
pation evidently began to suspect that, to appease the 
troubles of Ireland, something else was required than 
that measure ; nay, they began to doubt if it ought ever 
to have been placed in the foreground of beneficent in- 
tentions towards that naturally turbulent but sensitive 
people. We allude to the talk about a modified system 
of Poor Laws, to subdue those irritations which were 
the true cause of the insubordination of Ireland; — irrita- 
tions, not arising from political disabilities, but from 
physical privations. No precise system, however, was 
proposed; but it was grateful to humanity to see that the 
minds of statesmen were turning towards the source of 
the evils which they so much deplored. We Saj turn- 
ing only; for we do not think that any system what- 
ever of Poor Laws for Ireland can be more than an in- 
effectual palliative to a chronic disease. The vital evil 
of that anomalous country is in the system by which the 
landlords obtain their rents ; and until that can be 
changed, the Irish must wail over their stinted meals, 
and see the rich abundance of their island depart from 
their ports to make cheap the markets of the << English 
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epicure.'' We can conceive nothing oum dii _ 
to the reforming spirit of the age, than the so 
squandering of time and talk on matters of fbraiy m ta 
how power and privilege should be distributed, whila-Aa 
heart-si cknesa of Ireland is left without rdieC Tito 
Irish landlords should be made to deal direeify wilk 
their tenantry; and a systematic suppresrioD of tin 
middle-men or tacks-men should be introduced: all elie 
will prove but << leather and prunella." It is the babUt 
of closet theorists to talk of << education/' till wants an 
satisfied. '<Toom stalls/' say the wary ScotSy '« make 
biting horse." Fill the mangers with fodder^ and 
quiet will come of course. 

The same disposition which we have before noticed 
with delight, to soften the spirit of the Criminal Lawi^ 
continued to operate in this last Parliament of Qeorgi 
IV. It is singular that we have heard of no advooate 
for appeasing the vengeance of the law, who has ever 
observed the wisdom with which the ten commandments 
are given. They forbid certain actions; but, as we hsve 
before hinted, they leave it to the spirit of the age in 
which the actions are committed, to apportion the pun- 
ishment to the character of the delinquency. It can oo 
longer be doubted that the statute book was foul with 
bloody penalties, which the spirit of the age was both 
ashamed of and afraid to enforce. Till it can be shown 
that the nation is in a retrogressive state, we siiould hail 
as at once wise and beautiful every practicable mitiga- 
tion of the law, and every possible increase of preventive 
police. 

As we are approaching the termination of an impor- 
tant cycle, the regency and reign of George IV., in 
which it will be allowed that jusler, and therefore mon 
liberal, notions were promulgated on many points of 
policy than in any other equal term of years since the 
institution of the British government, we must here ad^ 
vert to the fact, that at this period doubts began to be 
entertained, even by many liberal patriots, that in the 
measures of the reciprocal commercial system, the exist- 
ing condition of other nations was overlooked. It is 
certain that to the scientific principle, as it may be called, 
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•f time mettBures, no possible objeetton caa^ be made; 
licit it is eqaally indisputable that the exptditncy of 
HiMy of them may have been problematical. It is the 
.furiiion of the time to consider what is right in theory as 
iMeessarily right in practice; but Nature herself denieb 
Hiiff proposition. Feelings, prejudices, and all those 
various ingredients of which nationality is compounded, 
require to be consulted, and will be consideiNsd. We 
therefore regard what passed in parliament, as to the 
" reciprocity" system, not as satisfactory to the mer- 
cantile community, but only as a proof that the relaxa- 
tion of old customs had been to a certain extent benefi- 
cial. It did not follow that, carried out in all its scope, 
the reciprocity system would be so beneficial as it might 
be, if the world were not subdivided into nations and 
tongues. 

On the 26th of June the King died. The general 
character of George the Fourth as a man, we in some 
degree considered at the beginning of this sketch of his 
regency and reign; and it is not consistent with the 
objects of such a sketch to enter into lengthened details 
on this point. We must in fairness add, however, that 
in the personal exercise of his office, as the head of a 
limited monarchy, he merited great praise. In little 
that afiected the usages of the people did he appear to 
interfere; and if he did at one time allow his private 
feeling as a man to influence the maxims of the King, 
there were not wanting many who sympathised with the 
natural weakness. Nothing is in fact so difficult as the 
administration of power when the passions predominate; 
and it would reflect no honour on the candour of the age 
too severely to condemn George the Fourth, for endea- 
vouring to appease the feelings of an ofiended man, 
through the medium of his kingly office. — With this 
questionable exception,'George the Fourth was undoubt- 
edly a constitutional King; and though his reign was 
occupied by vast and many-coloured events, it will not 
be easy to name an equal series of years in which the 
British nation was at once more glorious and prosperous. 
His regency comprehended the most triumphant war in 
the annals of his country; and though fluctuations were 
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felt in the prosperity attendant on peace, still the nation 
advanced in all those things for which mankind associtte 
together. The arts, without perhaps evincing the exist- 
ence of great genius, proceeded onward with a steady, 
we might even say in a distinguished course; and there 
was a general activity and elevation of mind in the peo- 
ple, which entitles the reign of George the Fourth to be 
remembered as among the most glorious, as well as the 
most beneficial, of any recorded in our national annals. 
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